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* he Contents of the rune eas. I 
Getting forth the Excellency of Giace us irric (el 


7 1.5 
E. Above thoſe things which moſt reſemble ic," and 


. are taken for it, which are reduced to five *P z: 
| 4 
Grace excells theſe in fix particutars. | 
F. In its nature, | u95 
—_ its riſe, froms 7 eoend arg] | ns 


| NI. In its Efeds, vis. 
$f 1. Grace iſlightens and quickens the foul, 
= 2. It rclifts, and by degrees mortitics fin, 
+ B 3. It GnRifies throughout, 
-Þ 4 Its very aQive and operative, 
$ -/ $. It guides toad , 

? ' 2. From pure 


principles, _ 
a. -For high and holy ends, ©» 14, ns. 
Ina right'manner, | 
6.It& to ſuffer as well as do : et, 
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| CR, the ito; forementioned 


14 
215 


216 
217 


.ceas, 248 
$. It abſtracts us from the world, 220 
| 9, Js ves cverlaſingly, "A p54 
Ic fGlvation fave wayes, - 22 
the ſoul, 230 
14- It makes humble, 232 
12. Its diffufive and communicative, 
33- Its Victorious, and that over evils in ochre 
meter Ss (yon 
2 
| 3- Evil decds, & chat Gn work, S. 
Over fin in our ſelves, 243 
OQrer the World, 243 
. Qver-the Devil, ibid. 


Four Properties of that Conqueſt that oyer- 
ovimes others evils with our good, ” 244 


34. Grace grows, 247 . 
Where arc 1. Reaſons for its growth: as, 
x. Its lictle, low and weak at firſt, = 


.@ It hath ill defects in this life, 
-:3- Its compared to things @all WIT. . 


_—_ pg, , 249 
a? I, R 
ras Prone 
oo | 3« Prelidents for gro | 


RN OS . 5. We 


; of. We may meet ane rp, 
troubles, difficultics before we die, 
6; Growth in Grace will prevent falling Oi 


&- 7. To this end God grants mcans' to grov 
Fo and time to grow in, 4 WA 


2. Means of growrt, vs, 131 524 wy 
.- x; Poverty of Spiri i | 
_ 2. Hungring after Chrift, 
7 43s v— and tender heart, * bf 
A igene and conſtane uſe of 4 Ooh He 
© alinanars and duties, «© - ' 258 
5, Exerciſe Grace on all occafions,'” + $5 
5-6, Mus ynpettmercy of giowrh. > 11 £1 
abs 7 or 0 *© i Yr 
- 1, Toſm by daily repentinde}and mois > 
L To by C-xaminitiod, Dong, jg, 
- ſelE-denyal, &c. . 
| » 3-To the world, by weaning your mind 
hearts from it, log 
y Get afflitions ſanGified, = © why j 


$- Marks of Grace's growth, $4341 
- 5, True growth is inward as well a3 utward, 


E | 2. Tts general and total, | [269 

2 3 Its a growing up into Chriſt in all clings, 

Az W (elves three bo 
e-grow up intoour ſelves t ways, 

Two Objetions anfi wered. , 519 Pig os 


0 1. Thave long deſired and' endeavoured, to 
yo in Grace , 'yet perch: irtls Ineragh 
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V. la its _— 277 

VI. In deaty and glory, | 280 
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” {1M $ ' 3% 234 
For, 1- They cannot ſachs, thid, 
2. Nor make good ox better, * ! 385 
wo 3 Nor deliver from-wrath, - |, abid. 
"Rt help towards Heaven, :286 


vt - are periſhing and corruptible Ty 
thernſclves,and uncertain to as, . : ibid. 
"ol Honours, 4 
+ \For, £ vor cannot exalt a each to heavenly 
iviledges, relations, dignities, - 287 
a.” "They cannot countervail or conquer 
great. diſcontracs , though upan ſmall 
 acoaſions; ibid. 
3- They age znconſtanr as wind,” 2883 
"int 4- They puff up with pride, ibid. 
1, Fox, 1. They wobu ſhallow & Cuperficial, 290 
4 2. But ſbort 291. 
. 3- But 1 in their cfſeQts and conſe- 
«Cc quents, wid. 
Vis. 2. They inake tmiens hearts ſtupid and 

P te; and 
_ x. Uncharitable, 297 
«bhe* (4) 3. They 
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The Contents of the Third EL, 


1. PHE Neture of our Fellowſhip with Chrift, | + 


conſiſting of mutual Intereſt & Intercourſe. 
I. Mutual Intereſt, conſidered as to its Natureund 
Grounds. 
. L Its Nature; hereby 
I. Chriſt is ours and we bis, | 297 
2. cet wg made- ours, andyall ours made } 1 
298 qF - 
I. All that's bi# 4s made ours, viz. 1. 
1. His Righteouſmeſs, "299 |} : 
2. His Holimeſt, ibid. Y 
3. His Sonſbrp, 300 F 
4. His Redemption, | On 


5. His Aſcenſion, Seſſion and Interceſſim, Tn 
1. His Aſcenſion into Heavenſviz. | 
1, To open Heaven for vs, ibid. ' - 

2. To take poſſeſſion of it for us; 303 

3. To firengthen our belief of this, thatwe 
ſhall follow him thirhet in &ut tires 1+ | 
4. Todraw up our heartstoHeiven, Sid. Y 
5- Tocomfort our hearts againit all cxou» NF | 
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f bles here, 394 
T 2. His Seffron at Gods righthand,which ma 
4 be conſidered two wayes, a. | 
The Beneftitr'ol it, 
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us actual poſſeſſion _ 
- rh . » For acceprance of our perſons and per 
>.  lormances, 


> 3: For continuance of aur recanciliation 2 
with God 'notwithfianding daily fail- 


1 917 ings and treſpaſles, ++ , 
1M WD .. + -0—oqqtamm—oanarata: ate 
* T, race 
ny \.\ 5. For the ſending ofthe Comforter, 
_ 6.For the plcading of our cauſe through- 
þi ly as Que Advocate. 399 
97 on _ gn. I our Galyation for 
de ' 310 
98 mrs. Hs Por noe which he bath 
[ Anmea- F- Prayed far, $2! I, 2 ibid, 
99 ze 2. Purchaſed, 311 
id Y wh : 3- Enfliped, and that : 
O00 I'45 "= 
on I 1. By Padgen, 3 Cn 311 
02 Qur Fick, 
be 2 By:Ptomiles,-. / 312 
id. uM, A chewy ors 15 2 SET 
4 Fd pon ns hes the joifhwent of thera, 
Ve F<f 2. Var z Or rat | 
& Þ mviwbs fimor naget 6, « ſcrfc 
id} 3:2 foro id. 
3 WT + Que Joward and C—_ 
1 
s. oy Tack. ace made his by way of Paſſion and 
is | Compaſllion, 315 
5 * 'h. The Grounds of ahis Ioterelt are Thee : 
ls Y 4: d (a2) 1. The 
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7 The Fathers mutual Donatior bf 'C t to. 
; us, and us to Chriſt, ' & 4 i _ 
2. Mutual Dedition and Rocuption between | 
, -- Chriftand us, © on 
"oo Mutual Relations between Chrif and us, 31 
II. Murual Imtercomrſe, conlidered as to its Nature, 
and the waycs wherein it is exerciſed. 
L Its Natzre; It ſtands, 
* In ExpeS&ence of what our fouls moſt dr 


from Chriſt, or 
Viz. 1- The fight of his face, | God: I 
2. The bearing of his voice, 320 
3- The ſmell of his prekutmes and good 
Oinrments, 
4- The tafte of his goodneb and = 
fruits, 
5. The rernganl fr oft Spin, 
Grace, a 
Il. In Performance what Cttriſ beſt acoiges 
' from us, 32 
Eſpecially, 3. Faith, ; E.- 
1.4 2; Love, 


Defires, 2B 
TA ak = Pray Xx: 

5. In Keeping our entire 
3- Delight, (4.b 
4 Helneſo end purity, 
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318 him, 339 & 
fire * 10. Suitbleneffof diſpoſition and carriage to 
or him, © 340 
bid, 11. The ayes whnls ts Intercourſe is eXer- 
20 ciſed; namely, 
a +I. Relais, our Intercourſe with him being 
bid. like that 
my I. Of Members with their bed, 342 
G22 28 
- x 1. In receiving from him ' che benefits of a 
24 head : viz. 
pro | 1. Life, 
2 2. Senſe, 
w_ 3. Motion, 
'Y 4 DircQtion, 


8, 


* Providon and Procettion, 
nouriſhment, 


6. Spiritual 

a 2. lagiving up our ſelves wholly to y 
+?% as members td our head, - Ls 
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+2 344-: :-2/Fo be ſervicedble ro him in-every 


3. To made conſoenabls to himh, 
4: Jognebim opting 
- lithings, 
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29 
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- bt. Of a Wiſe with her Husband, +1 
.. Standing, 
x. In receiving from Momche fd of Grace 

- and ſecret defyonſiratigny of his love, 344 


| ck 2. In Corg an enaetie, 45 
\. IN. Aﬀfictions ; To futring, . 
jr *r7 L- Wub Chnf, ; Sb! 1 0777 b * 
. _ 2. For im, | Nis N 
in Br Like bing) 0. 1 Ota 1 346 YN 


2þe - HI. Holy Orduance and Datics as, 
1. Prayer, 1: 3120 % +440 41 FAT 
2. The Word, "w 17 4 :b 12 — TL 

4 :4e The Wacyament, | ww 7 . 347 
4. Commumon of Saints, | 


£24 $- Mequagions/': mm wn and 1) 1 348: 
* 6. Singing of Pſalms, 12 1005.1 © 20 J 
© | BV. Pzqridengas;' by... Ter Wit .y 
1+ Obſerving God in thaw, : 6+ 351 


2. Scarching out the means bf them", my” 

3- Being atkRed continually. 35 God Da 

us occaſion, 

4. Improving themtaa baly oſs, 353. 
H. Incitementsratalowſhi _/- 
de Thivi tak bellowibp ola, 

x.Farus'T 

2. For SatisfaGtion, 


3- For Dugttiong 2: wal 
AE. ooauaasf 
$7 


lowſhips, | 

_<&+ Fox Preparation to our dilution, 25n 
::: #-Jor $wontpes; 14 0T ofa % 
veg the Father calls us to thi Exllo at 


that we may haveFellowſvip with the 
"Which is bord, I. = 


® 4 3d 
it a, it 
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bal'h Ptbirly airhis part, iu'fix Pirticalars wi, * 
<U hb The Manktcos of ume, id nd 


44 4. His redoncitiation to us, ibid. 
45 m us, | | 262 
| tons, 363 


"© "5; Fatherly Bleſſings, s 
+ 6.Fatherly Parience, CorreQions and Con: 


46 WW 4 {olations, -* ibid. 
WY 2-Filial on our part, 
AF” © 3. ByBclicying on God the Father, 
) Þ, | | ®- ByHonouringhim, © 
47 .©  3- By Obeying his Commands, 
3. By Submiroing patiendy to ks infliftions, 


b, HU DircQions tiow to obtain or nd 
- 4nenr- of Fellowſhip with 'Chriſt and rhe com- 
© Forts of his preſence and relations, 360 
4 Search out rhe Cauſe of Chriſts Eftrangement, ib. 
8, Its commonly ſome iniquity in us: yet , 
Ky Chriſt may cftrarige turaſelt aut of delign for 
+ goodxco us,” ih. 
1. Tory and exerciſe our Graces, ih; 
«#2. To endear his preſence ant Frllowfhip, 
JL Get right and citle r0 Chriſt) and to relations to, | 
and commutmon Wit tir tleartt! up : aHdl to 
: *hac end enquire of your ſelves three t ings Vid. 
WI, Get out of Gods Word Grounds of ſecurity 
that Chriſt will renew his Fellowſhip with you, 
As, 1. The'vverity, certainty and conſtancy of his 
Relations, 
2. The Properties of his Perſon. 
3: The plenty & pregnancy of his —_ Þ 
1 


4a © Gag Bev "i 


reg yr man yes 
thus, 


: hence to den: 4 _ - 
. - dim, 


Seeing 1. God the Father hath called. you to i 
2. Chriſt ſo often calls you to. come t 


, _ him 3 
2. AR is your Redeemer my 


3-Thac he hath declared hs def ae 
wards, and his delight in his 
3 


4. Doth he not bid us return akier. we by . 
© packſlidden, | 
© $- Remind him of themany ary HO 


wherewith you have and |; is 
ter him, 


V. Recole former experiences of hiſs at 
| in this calc, h y 


our Owny © © 
Ani hc betS a C - a8 
VI. Reckon how joyful his returns to, and renew+ 
ed Fellowſhip with your ſouls will be, 2 


', an eye to the conditions of thole Prom _ 
relate thercunto, 


FINIS, 


D I $6 O T RSE, 
TY ITEE '; Contamia 
Mens nuftakes' about" Grace, 


- and heir, chief happineſs, and the 
« ve nacute of both, with the Cha« 
"9p of's 4 pracious perſon, and 


K Wis grear/ abſurdity of thoſe Te» 
es and cavils he meets wich 


m the World. 
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ha. « HE Author of the: Precepts 

"= for Chriſtian Pradtice, ec. had 
DE, 3 with his own hand drawn up 
ſome other Pieces for the 

pw Preſs, before that weaknely 
ſeized" on his 'body , which at length 
made 2 Paſlage for his ſoul to a better 
bfe/ 'And' ſo they became Legacies tothe 
44 A 2 world, 


i 
F # G 


world, which he left; andbeing left 
my care , leſt the wutholding of them 
might render «me , as tjnfairhful ro'hns 
intentions, ſo unjuſt toothers,and a bt E 
derer of that good which'He, who g 
cioully ſucceeded. his former Treatiſes, 
might deſign to effe&' by theſe; 1 7 
dreſled my ſelf; to the payment of the A 
and that in-the order *m which they 
were penned. : Firſt, Of that in YVindice-W) 
tion of Humane Learning, Oc. And, 4 { i 
of theſe which I here preſent, th ugh) < 
later than I intended and endeavonred Yd 
He ſent towards Londor.inthe year 1657. 
about three Sheets concerning tie puts 
communion with . Chriſt (.the reſul ot 2 
its being married to' him ) tqhayve 
compamneed . his Confiderittions' ng 
Marriage then coming: farth 3: burrthey 
were loſt in the way; and he, being 
deſtitute of a Copy, was long divides 
between hopes of finding, and delpant 
of recolletting what was, loſt 5 ti Lat 
length deſfair-of finding it, put imup 
cn attempting to recolle& it , wiet 
produced the Tra& of that ſubje&eon- 
tained in this Book. $o that ſome pal 
hath accrued from that: loſs, in thatt ts 


ſecms larger than the former 5: ang&han 
T_ 


If 
f 
f 
q 
{ 
{ 
| 
1 
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froÞl(o-given: occalion to the aring of | 
-m a ,- concerning The | 16g. of 
S883r ae ( which 'difpoleth for communion 
in-Mvith Chriſt )-whereof probably he had 
tertained no thoughts, if the fore- 
ſes; Woentioned Papers had not miſt their 
way to the Prefs'; ' and the new Copy 
+being no bigger) had not wanted an 
attendant to walk abroad'with it. Nor 
ca-Myet were both likely to take upſo much 
Gom z3- but that a Third right well be 
ih admitted. Therefore , invited by the 
Nt #y and- no :leſs wiility of the matter, 
7. Fhave premiſed. an Abſtr of ſome Ser- 
uls$ mons- of his formerly delivered upon 
-of go 92. 14. touching Grace, that ſeed of 
= as it takes root in the heart, and 
mel grow? up intorhe life, and there flonriſbes 
vl wpro:effion; and frufifies infattion. ' A 
nol fubjet that can not be unſeaſonable, 
oY ſecing/the- exerciſe of Grace ts (o great 
aſtranger- to the lives of the gener.lity 
a of men, that their minds cannot well re- 
=Y fert the notion of it, and they have em- 
6 baſed the very name, by ſtamping ſo ma- 
ny-other- ( inferiour ) ſignifications up- 
J on/it; as hath-almoſt obliterated the beſt. 
bn 8 This Title bath been lent to ſo many 
wel things, that now:it's much forgot to which 
© E > _.. it 


FX \ | d. 3” ; T , © , - - _ < | 


J | : 

it moſt rightly 'belunged, - No comm 
dity hed, mare. adulterated, than 
Grace, which is no {mall argumeaxt.« 
Its great worth. Al, theſe following 
things go for it-with ſome gr other, ws 
A right opinion of divine tfuths,. a g 
—_ approbation of Gods Wayes, a 
ticipation of Golpel-Ordinances , 
flaſhes of canviction-,.,, ſome glances 
afteQtion, ſome fits of good detires, ſome 
ſhort Eſlaies of deyout endeavours,..am 
ability in ſome religious performayicesy: 
as in Prayer, Preachiog,Conference.Somp 
place Grace .in_zew /ight,. or know | 
without truth :' Others, in a dark beck ar; 
zeal without knowledge : athers im.ai 
lnke-warm indifferency, or diſcregion with 
out zeal. Some take up 1n the pains. of 
a fair, but barrez profeſſion, which. is -hut 
the colour of-Grace without the favours 
Others, in the better compoſure of the 
outward demeanour , which is the favour 
of it without the #eayper, Many confmeit- 
almoſt wholly to the external a@s, cither 
of devetion,or of juſt dealing, ox of chaiidy 
( of one cf theſe alone , withour ;the 
other two) and ſo they:tnake | jt toc:he 
either piety without conſcience, ar rights 
tequinels without rectitude , er benelt» 


ccnceg 


” 
T 
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* —_ either to opt dra: CL 
zph there want not ſelf-loye , that 
yunder of what makes ſtich perfons 
Mirees BecFinors All's laid autin 
Srrchaſe of ce atidfame, c ortomike 
5 a Bribe  ofhns _— Juftzce. - 
wet! 


mk ſadneſs the 


ion 1s'fo wat religious” 'qs the 


oc hom, wh Others rake joy and ſo- 
for'it', reckoning "that the beavp 
ſhould have «go motion but exuitation. 
ar ry beivg Og ety 
xd : ' Others, dt ing 
whole that are acconrited good, or 
to 'a- certain party, 
rp but'to make themſelves Cipher: 
. zo value alone, and ſuch as can go for 
mthinginReligion, if not added to fuch 
or Tuch'a = of men, 
rele ſince _ Ln oye ao 
> tfvifon upon the grownds of Chti 
T y, how the backfulls ind elevations 
for Orattr in Religion as well as in 
# How hath piety Exctianged notes 
h melody 2 Whilcf many, rej cjeing the 
way, have ſer it by Croteker: and 
wr, and ruxed it "into fuch Atery 
0s, fuch ous Coramtd's, ay only Satans 
A 4 Wind- 


m—_— —_ $5 ER, 


kg 
*. 


OT OP SRESESS - 
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Wind-infirament: , the Entbafiftt be in-þ 
(pires,a9d. playgs upon , are fitted 49, 


— = 


no-other. Grace than what Gold may en”, 
able them to find, oF which advances 
ment entitles to; or who are chiefly fas, 
thale Greees which may lar their 
ſenfes with ſome delight :®Whether they 
be. thoſe hogo's, which flatter, the tafte, 
thoſe awiable ſfeafawres which 1 | 
the countenance, that rhetorical ſpr 

that embelijſbetb the Speech, theſweet 
curious accents that reliſh the Voice, . of 
ather muſical ſpunds, or thoſe clegant 
geſtures and plauſible mades of deports 
ment which adors the carrigge. "Give 
them theſe Grages, and for the Graces of 


the Spirit , let thoſe take them who can 
ory them , .or who :can, copceit: the 
praile of God tobe better than | 
of. men. Yea, there-is 4 Generatigy 
with whom.( as if it were their ambath 

on 'to ſhew at how dreadful a he hiat 


provocation, it 14 paſlble for the on 


T4 - 
N - 
" " © 


of 4dew'to arrive ). it hack cw 
no ſmall degree of Exce) 
ze: able to ſwear, lye, cheat 3 to be la 


| Sand anege. And fo the fleſb hath 

| 50 Grocca uy well as the Spirit : and 
re arc bellifh Graces as well as beaven-* 

. While it's become av ingenious 
thing 40 be wicked at a more than ordi- 
rate 3 and thought worthy of mean 

to invent unuſual ſtrains of im- 

y, and be vide beyond the common reach. 
arr Rn poles Grady 

price t Exce r 

its name {© cheap, 
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RELCEE TEE CR OSE 


we itutiogie to a things, that 
, to which it pro belonged, 
F- overlookt and y in a crowd. 
any defire to know the true and 
ME Ernion of the cul, lee che 
the foul, let « 
nes 


account. It us 
in the foul 


WE EREgYNY 


C + CY i. WI 46 
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Heaven-ward. ' A (u bick 6 
ng the foul: 40 ter nag 
DE iS ramps oftalade po | 


and 'prompting® the” ma ak 
complrance ERGO DI y-ss +5 ft . c 
roſemblayce of Divinity,zrthe Sctiptraieny 
ltyles aparticipation of the*Divir 

"1270, It's Godscomintfe ptrup 


Py 
_—_—_ et) deal wr a 
oh Finis. It's the for P 
life of the ſoul, fy + Xn Þa 
weth:y-{pring ( for # ay is m1 pper; 
which hath its »/e fromthe great dre 6 
iahnire goodneſs, and rim#rtto the OE 
ap of Eternity. 1r's oftcif called fil þ 
wer, or water of life ; and well it : 
bor /all the factitics of Fas l 
were brou mto a Z 

0 
- 


fall, out of which this gent ud 
Fite, or Water of Life that can xo 
then, and make the man cometo | ? 


eure all his ſpiritual ditenpess "i 7 


h, ſtrengeh» and beauty to his foul, 

{| make him long-lived; cven to live 
rever» Atuller and diſtuneter accoum 

af it may be collected from this follow- 
Charailer of « gracious Perjan , which 

wal who would love and credit Grace 

lhould lbour to make their own. Heb 
ze that is endued with Divine Graces, 

| lives 10 the exerciſe of :them. He hath 
work of Grace for bis prixciple , the 
of Grace for his r»le, and the Ged'of 
\ for his ced ; from whom as he re- 


Herehc ftxes _—_— 
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light, the tokens of his love; che- taſts of 
bus {s, the views of his beauty 
lveber- ſenſe of his attributes, the £ 

and condudt of his Spirit, deeper impre 
fons of his truth, Gio ſignatures c 
holineſs , further rees - of co 

mity to his nature and will, the cor | 
ance of parden, peace;, joy 4 of likeglg. 


ſtreogth,. vigour 5 of f@ , enlarge"jc 
ment, cſtabli{bment z and for «dif YN 

on "(ujtably and chearfully » co comply ih 

with his injuocians and »difpenfations. 

0 rp my under a conſtant ſenie  ;« 
| ; fakes all opportmnimes of con» 

verſe with him, and can neither be ſatis; 1 

fied with Mercies, Ordinances, nordy ' 

ries, except he , enjoy God in-all. YeagYY o 

he lives upon him, and that not only ” 

refcrence to his ſpiritual, bur remporal g 

b 

(6 

1 

1 

I 

{ 
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life. He deperpds on him for the | 
what he wants, . and the of w | 
Ke a. has adv 
cemforr of his comforts, and the 

of his croſſes, . He caſts his bure 

an ce os nos ry 
way work to him, and- | 
way a | bumbly fab» 


enjoyments, 
ings, and himſclf to bis diſpoſe. aw 


ze abſent, itv-not in the power of any 
Jeligt \ > opp tle pry 
xel(s. no enjoyment can make 
it ox fo vr Bur when 
Jod 1s preſent; he canſpare other com- 
"te if ebey be called for ) and yet 
ate nothing of his joy. - Yea, this can 
low. the it when they are at whe 
ebb.” For in 'God are the 


| fre 
of altchar / which is bat 
rn Ac in eaters ge rhron 
he whole Creation. | In tim is the 


total of all choſe excellencics, whereof 
on trated x 


"HY cheſe lower things. 


his own no oct roms chang 
e a rich” amends for the los 'of 
al concernments, and ; hed, 
_—_ ſon from the want of then, 
they are wanting.  * Let tim 
but keep his hold of God, and bes 
ning and chearivg influences; ind 
let troubles do ieir worft 
cannot make him miſerable. Yea 
4th fo much as may ſuffice tro make Ho- 
nours, Mannors , Scepters, and all \thoſe 
had names which the world admires, 


fill below his envy. He valucs God 
vec, and other things at that rate 
which 


"7 go % of — 


which God hath ſet — A 
that which. gives) any thing» the gre 
price with him, i #ot ics fenels to le 
upon, the deligns'of any Juſt, or: grat 
any ſenſual dere, but the relation 
bears to the Supream Goad,. as it carri 
cicther ſome reſemblance of Gods exce 
lency , an inſtance. of his-bounty , £ 
F&ferenden Þ bis glory./ As fc 
mic}t, b& reckons char he! is worgls one” 
ovly; as he is, rich Bowards God © 
ad enjoyes of tint. Heis ſenſible ig's th 
.priviledgs and ac of 
nature £0 be ! 'lke him , and thezefo 
the pattern of his apprehenſ 
from Hivine Wiſdom,ahe aim of his inci 
from zhe divine pleaſure;the objec 
en .affe&ions from divine perfe&# 
87; the; meaſure of | his "ations frot 
vin preſcriptions. He will not Ten 
Faedence in I matters , but 
re Divine Authority engages for 
what ie He muſt have Gods Word 
þe believes, Gods Warrant for whit * 
, and. Gods promiſe for what he 
ie yp And he is carefull fo wen 
underſtand the ad he goes 
that he may not hugg bis ra or'6 


capceits, inventions or prefumgronss 


"% 
hg 


I 


. — Sr ages a7 ee promiles. 
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0M bis. poworthineſs to. preſcribe to 
-- bounty,. and ft, God auge or 
of performance ,, where his word 
back ſe None Since he can. ch 
botbing from God, he will wromile hig- 
elf any-furthes than God od gives 
v. gr 001 Whak 5g it 
apes £ - 3 (hox- 


—_ elves cue 
— be 


hi leone em hate, re 
th msy 196; be. tog.q OF, 
phec Kes Br, bis-Gos to great for,bys 
. Tu 3a ou tion, w whale 
Woworld have, pd, his .conditj- 
094 5s car PRA 
Fequires, why $ Le bs 


preparatipn, do but the w 
mercy, by, the filth Sun lg its 
and, itleng 4 coming. He 
accquat; that comman mercies' £x- 
£2 More then common: NIV 


of, what, he promiſes 3 knowig 
| HE g&pectations joyn'd _— 


and cannot think < cough in be 
with men to carry, asif they 
that he owes the ſo for an any bt 
cauſe he receives the wore/of it. 
knowledges himſelf lefs'than ihe 4, 
'of ' all Gods mercies, yet Tannot be al 
tisfied with any that--are” ſhore of / th 
greate. He thinks welf of :God,'v 
deals the worſt with hin 4 ab Wop 
himſelf, when' prey _ | 
-nNot: make God the Awthbr , 
'nor himſelf the Au rg} Coder its 
__ —_ yes rare 
bis Adercy , no N wg s Holineſy, 
'he ſeeks to doright to his! free Grate, OE | 
*revercnce | will not- ſuffer * him” WY 
lieve , nor his gratitude t6'defire 
God ſhould blot our” hisfits and' his 
ty together. -And\asAt 4s - much 4h 
"becoming of God | to give; fo. it wayl 
be more acceptable: t6 Him" to recety 
power to leave” fin, thaw letive £0 live” 
Pal, 16.3, 35 and ability toanſershis obli Te 
than-a liberty annulling —_ 
+ yer thinks himſelf good envug p 
the Scripture give bith -the { the byte! ; Fla 
" excallerit one 5- The righteows is mores &- 
cellent than bir otigbbony; Prov. 12.26: 
there is no one ſo tnch « Creature,'s ls "yy 
and a Chriſtian as he. 1.4 


Co 
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\L Ye woe? Gods Creature of any in the 
Creation: r he was twice created, 
ONCE ng * of the firli Ada, and again, as 
in the ſecond, whence he is called « new 
Creature. And tliis ſecond Creation doth 
as "really ( and by: more noble endow- 
trams. 3 diſtinguiſh him from other 
men mn ate unrenewed, as the firſt doth 
both him and them [from ioferiour be- 
ings. He is Gods Workmanſorp, his maſter- 
piece, 2 curious, and coftly piece, upon 
which he hath laid out the treaſures of 
- wiſdom , the- greatneſs of his pow- 
> 'and the exygeding. riches of his 
Grace, in which h-expreſt moſt of 
himſelf, and where betath pourtrayed 
his own life, his Sons death and reſur- 
reGion, and inlaid his Spirits fruits and 
operations. 
"LI. He 4s moſt a man of any in the 
world. 
/ I Becauſe he hves at the greateſt di- 
Hence froma brutiſh life, ſuffers not the 
J brute to ride the man in him, doth not 
t the curb into the mouth of reaſon, 
ny and ler his ſenſitive appetite mannage the 
; rene. He knows what he is, and would 
not Hive below himſelf, nor have his cop- - 
veriation diſparage his conſtitution, nAf—4 
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bis reſentments too low for his ſhape. 
He 1s not ignorant which js his beer} 1; 
part, and thinks it not fitit ſhould bavehl ;, 
the worſe uſage, and be employedin the x 
drudgery of that -which is of ſo much an 
inferiour . alloy. He cannot endure th 
his ſoul, which is of ſo high an Extrai 
Qion of the Royal Stock of Heaven, 
lied to Divinity , ſhould be proſtit 
to the luſts of the fleſh, and only ferve 
upon the deſigns of the body , which 
ows its Origingl to the bafeſt ofbeings 
the very carth we tread on. * 
2. Becauſe hen agrees with the; 
original pattern-of Hunfine Nature, and 
the firſt draugh#of it in Adam, as being 
conformed to the likeneſs of God, "cot 
fiſting of Wiſdom , Righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs 3 and-moſt converfing witt 
thole objects, to the contemplation and 
proſecution, the apprehenfion and ftrums 
tion of which, his principal faculties 
were defigned and firted,.God and fpir 
tual matters, the great things of at 
. tife. So that his powers havetheir mof 
proper and perftettive employment; at 
not only rhe higher, burthe lower@as 
theſe being in him better regulated thi 
in others. - \S 
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3. Becauſe he is nioſt rational. -For HE 
lives in the conſtant and 'beſt uſe of his 


Jl reaſon}, and hath it much improved by 


Divine Revelation in the Word, and il- 
lamination by the Spirit. And while he 
obſerves Gods commands( which he doth 
moſt >” he afs according to the dictates 
of the higheſt reaſon, even of Infinite 
Wiſdom, It's' he who in Scripture 
linguage is the #rſe man ( and moſt uſu- 
ally with So/omon , who will not ſuffer 
the wicked man aftid a fool to be two ) 
br" he hath the beſt and” moſt uſefol 


eff Enowledge, and he makes the beſt uſe of 


' dFir. He knows what is moſt worthy and 


requiſite to be known, as God, Chrift, 
himſelf 5 the Nature, Will and Cove- 


nent of God; the excellency, under- 


taking, and benefits of Chriſt ; the lave- 


d ing gifts and influences of the Hol 
any Ghoſt; the ſtate of his own ſoul, th 
Frtcmper of his Spirits and rhe tendency * 


of his coukſe; his duty and intereſt ; his 
higheſt end, his chiefeſt good , his true 
dppineſs, and the anly means to attait 
"the beſt helps ro good, and the beſt 
emedies againſt evil ; yea, tow (by vers 
ie of thole promiſes , Row. 8. 28. and 
I ©08r.”3..22. ) to make the beſt of the 
MF B 2 worſt 


iS —_—_ The -L. RT % t it Pep S70"Y 
worſt that befalls him ;* tg extra gain 
out of loſs : to make damwage it (elf givy 
intereſt for what ever it #akes from him$ 
to make the croſſeſt diſadvantages cont 
ply with, and ſerve his main conce! 
and to render his very enemies tributarit 
to his welfare. He underſtands thoh 
things which the natural man (, not; r 
newed by Grace ) cannot apprehend; not 
can it enter. into his heart to iy 
them, The hidden Wiſdow, the deep things 
of God , thoſe which he hath prepared for 
them that love him , things ſpiritual, inuk 
ſoble, eternal; the unſearchable riches ,. 
furpaſſmg love of Chriſt, the ſweetneſs © 
divine attributes, promiſes, preſence-$9 
relation to, and communion with hir 
obdoing what he requires, and of (ak 
fering what he calls to. He diſcove 
the myſterie of Godlinefs, and that of | 
ty too, the exceeding finfulneſs, 0 
e the Wiles of Satan, the ſnares of- xt 
world , and the deceits - of* his on 
heart. Others may have a notionof thek 
things, but without a deep, hvely. ind 
laſting impreſſion, reſentment, rellſhoi 
feeling of them. For moſt of thet 
ſuch as can never be threughly; uade 


ltood by any,(the moſt exa&) delcriptzoy 
thi 


. - 


hat can” pollibly"be made of them, if 
ey" be not inwardly felt or ſenſated, 
1 morethanione born blind can, by the 
curateſt diſcourſe thereof, be made to 
mediverighrly, what and how pleaſant 
ight; and the moſt curious colours are”: 
Ir than one, who never taſtalany thing 
but what was courſe and harſh, can from 
—-Drclation.of them be enabled to' form 
ys right conception of the nature and plea» 
weldlanneſs of the greateſt delicacies that 
Jl compleat a Royal Feaſt or Banquet. Bur 
he1n whom Grace thrives , bath his ſenſes . 
exerciſed 10 diſeern both good and. evil, {5:7 
Heb.'s.14. He hath ſenſe joyned with -4*4 in 
his Awomledge, therefore he approves ae\ bow? 
ings that are excellent, or trycs things war) /eaſe, 
hat differ, P57l. x, 9, 10. His knowledge 
is the beſt, becauſe moſt powerful and 
efficactous. Hehath a piercing ſight, an 
inward ſenſe or feeling of what he 
knows, and he digeſts his knowledge in- 
to'pracice. He makes the beſt uſcof it, 
he lives by it, and lives well. As he 
ſees what heis moſt concerned to do, fo 
he ſees t6 the doing of it, and thatit be 
done in a due manner, with affection, 
care and diligence. He forgets not the 
errand he was ſeat on into the world, to 
g - B 3 pre- 


prepare for another; -a hi and bet 
ter (tate. He knows whitherhe is to-gc 
and the way he knows, and minds-tax 
Hc is learmng the Trade here he- muſt lie 
on to all eternity. He is ever attendin 
his 4i86 calling, and following his pre Jef 
fon, andagmnnot like that occypation thaf 
only wakes work far repentance, though 
it be preferred by all men. elſe. | H 
highly prizes the Means of Grace avd 
Salvation, and. endeavours to improve 
them to the utmoſt. *He hath the great 
eſt care of his greateſt ingereſt and makes 
all others ſtoop'to it. He is wijer than 
a& as others do, who with the generali 
of men bold the reputation of the 
that 1s, he is wiſer than of 1we gepde,aind 
tho hugely difiering in worth, 406 

the leaſt of two evils, very unequals wd 
make choice of the greater. Hes wiler 
than to ſet the higheſt rate upon things 
the leaſt, or of na value 3 than to 
Farth above Heaven, the Creatyreabove the 
Creator; or ta bid more for wars favour 
than Gods ; for dying pleaſures, than cpere 


Guing jozer z, for the concernments af | a" 


foort time than thoſe of eternity, for the w 
fare of his wortal body, than of his #avr 
worta/ {pul to be Texant at will to after; 
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oral paſſeſſoow,, out of which he may, with 
hat rich max in the Parable, emp 2.20, 

ze turned the next night, than to be beir 
» an everlaſting- inheritance. He had not 

her lay -up an eftate for awother, than 

or. himjelf,,- as all do who dye rich in 
roods; and not in Grace. It is not his 
wiſdom, that his Son or Nephew might 
have the more plentiful accommodations 
here, to let'go the very houſe not made 
with hands, that his ſoul ſhould dwell in 
when diſlodged from his body : nor that 
be may have to ſpend more freely, yea, 
profuſely in this world, to leave himſelf 
nothing to-live on, either comfortably or 
tolerably inthe other,” He will riot loſe 
his life( the true deſign of this, and the 
enjoyment of a better ) for a livelihood : 
nor ##do himſelf for gyer, to make hint- 
{cIf- -He cannot centne that he ſhall 


[make any advantage, what ever he gets, 


where he muſt give his foul into the bar- 


ain.” He will not forgo the owe thing 


for any canveniency ; nor hazzard 


+bis Calyation to ſave a luſft. He will not 


{as ſo many do ) rather become liable to 
be condemned by the righteous Judge of 
all the world for bis looſneff, than be re- 
proathed by looſe 2 for ' his ftriftnef. . 

+ + Not 


Not rather expoſe himſelf to Gods « 
fron for his vanity, than to mens for hi 
ſingularity. Not buy off their-taunts wi 
his own ruine. He is not more {olict 
rous to eſcape the light afflictions of 4 
preſent life, than a far avore exceeding 
eternal weight of torment. He had not ra 
ther be torn on the rack of Divine Ve 
geance for ever, than bear 'the Crof -alilh 
Chriſt, ſo lined with comfort here. He 
will not, ( as thoſe do who make f# thei 
only refuge from evil ) take Sandua 
in perdition, to ſecure him-from 

on, not run to Hell, to ſcape burning : 'not 
periſh, that he may wot dye: mot caſt } 
lelf upon eternal torments. to avoid 

ble. He would not for fear 'of thoſe 
3. when they have kilied' the body, cam do' ms 
- Srore, caſt away we fear of him, and fo 
* run into the hands of his Juſtice, wholufe 
ter he hath killed tan deſtroy both foul and 
body in Hell, He will not throw away 
himſelf to ſave his goods: nor deſtroy't 
whole man to ſecure a port, and that 
better part. He cavnot think '/by 
his Religion, to make himſelf 'afaver, Ht 
will not by ar unjuſt; or over eager put- 
ſuit of an wncertain bappineſs i'( as all the 
defirable thipgs of this preſent _—_— 


XC a> mg re prey Tedrren thecomi- * 
Irt of t our e toenjoy 
mw, though the - world miſcall them 
at happineſs expoſe himfelf to a cer- 

, as certain as Infante Veracity 

e it. Not redeem fr anfeent . de- 
ich ernarcarfag pains: or external 
poods,, with infernal evils. . Whereas the 
piſdow of the world guides men to aft 
q ER come fy k by 
this time it will appe he 


on'in the | moſt impdtrant affairs; and 
that ſt chrough Divine Afliſtance he 1s able 
to bras who makes fools of all the 
pra _ out-wit the Temptere 
- ace apoterianor regs nr 

Y | put fallacies por! 
nk ro oh op ever ouninon ſamicW 

[orats for. 

::Nor is-he wfer'than others otlyfortis 
ſoul, but- for his body too. ForiGodliweſ7 


Fs roll. m— J 


 +$7Tm.4.8. the life that now is, and of that which i 
 Mn.633. ,, come; He who ſeeks firſt Gods Kingdom 
and bis righteouſneſs, ſball have other vhimgs 
added to bim. He is careful as to banil 
'thofe luſts which do by aneceſfary con 
ſequence -prejudice the body ( as 
cleanneſs which diſhonours it z intem 
perance which diſeaſes it, envy, anxiQu 
cares and fears which macerate and'-dv 
quiet it. ) So to avoid all fin ingenerah 
which renders the body obnoxious £ 
miſery both temporal and eternal. - 
ofters it up to God , and {fo cogages t 
care of it, dedicates it for a Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and fo gets every thing 
ſanQtified that relates to 'iti, a bleſſing 
upon what ever concerns it , and takes4 
ſure courſe to render the ſecond- ſtate 
of this Temple ( when it ſhall be raiſe 
up again qQut of the ruines death ih 
make ) abundantly wore g/orions than thi 
Faſt could be, though it were accompliſt 
cd with all the Glories that ' any \where 
ſhine in mortal eye. Well ory 
way He be thus in ſhort deſcribed, that 
He 18 one, who underſtands what-6ei5 
endeayours to be what be- ſhould be:;/at 
alone attains to what all men deſwne to.hh 
to behappy, For he, conſidering yh 


5 4 65 = 


—w 2 SS. Cc ao np PA 2 HD FO AQ DYMMmrS 


Guce ourfrſt Parents changed a ree! for 


an 3 y Ys thee Ipring hays: 
cheated, apd-yet pleaſed themlelyes with 
the ſhadows andimages, the dreams and 

pcies of happine(s,is careful not to ſhare 
in- their miſtakes, . or thoſe inventions 
af happineſs they have found out, where- 
by:o loſe both Cod and themſelves. He 


is 20t, ſo imprudent as to place his chief- 


eſt good in thoſe things which owe moſt 


of that. goodneſs to which they are valu-, 


ed; not totheir own nature or inherent 
excellencies, but to the opinions and fat- 
cies of men, .and therefore are liable to 
farfeit it when ever their bumours ſhall 
alter., which is the caſe of Faſhions, 
Sports, Pleaſures, Honour, Applauſe, and 
thoſe external nicetics which are made 
the formal differences of men in this 
ſtate, ' He looks upon thoſe temporal 
thiogs that are the fulleſt of good, as 
nat able ta hold much ; that which they 


ere are wot, being lo exceedingly more than 


what they are-: and baw great ſoever they 


+ . are in expectatiop, they are much lefs 7 


is, 
n@@ bollow within, His Dizjzity cannot but 


| _—_— that Philoſophy that makes {o- 


£5 
70 '% 


ation. Thpſe that look biggeſt are 
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the Elements of the world '' Por he ſtil 
finds thoſe things that makethe wyſ'Pew 
and the greateft noiſe in the world, to be 
molt empty, and have leaſt'mthem. ++ F 
ſees the ſplendour of thofe'things*rlv 


: 


glitter here below, to deal often with 
mens hopes, as the bright Sun with their 
flowers 3 firſt it calls them! forth ; *ind* 
makes them fpread, and then cauſeathieny 
to wither and flirivel up. -- And ſ6ingr 
unufually the greateſt expe&arions end 
in "the greateſt diſappointments." We 
could not reckon him(elf Gappy in thoſe: 


accommodations, which are themſelves {0 + 


anhappy asto be embaſed with 'great incoms- 
aodities , and thoſe ſometimes ſo great; 
as that all the-good in them 18 notable 
to 'recompence them. So'great Eſtates 
and great places, are attended with' 
great cares and troubles, fears and ſnares,” 
and: ſometimes bring men” into (the. ae 
count of offendors , and make them loſs 
their lives, and therewith all they have.” 
Nor can he ſet the higheſt | rate upon 
thoſe delights wherewith 'he may' truely 
| ſooner ſerfeit, than be [afiffied. He ob-* 
ſerves thoſe things which pleaſe mens ap= 
petites to be ſtil! allaved with ſomething 
wopleafing, which often by means + 
v1 
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Fl Bi hey: carry! ef acceptable , (jnſfimares; ic 
"Wzli*0 their great burt-z -and looks upon 
he matter of diſguſt (the ingrateful mix- 
ure') as conrived thtoghem for a whol- 
2m6 check: of -meng fandae(s of them. 
Je 'takes-- notice that. the, ſame means 
which are\uſed to prolong life ( though 
he draughts and morſek beneverſodeli- 
Ci s ) do uſually baften/ death. And in- 
deed it is/tmaſt ordinarily from their dir 
{as Koring, up matter. .of diſcaſes ) 
t men dye; He finds a tirelomnels 
wen” in recreation, and that. loud. laugh- 
tex, nakrs [Irs farewell» in, a deep figh 5 
and 1s told; that ever init the heart may p,.. | 
bs: ſorrowful., ' /Andif he be{tudious, he * 13.” 2 
Ids the, molt curious ſpeculations of , 
mind, enquiring into,the hidden cau- 
| of things ever perplexed with diff- 
ealties , often! daſhe with ancertainties , 
patched with cerfectures, and then painted 
with confidence to ſet them, off. He (ſees 
with what imperfections they are con- 
exixed , and with what pangs. braught 
forth and how many times a new con” 
cgption ſerves but to -diſgrace another 
which was formerly applauded, and-yet 
may it-{#lf poſſibly hold its repute; no 
longer than, till, a third come.to 4hrow 
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1tdown * and that their higheſt arte pts 
leave much even among the” lowWe 
things that is able ' ro- poſe and'b 
them. He further obſerves the maſte 
theſe temporal: enJey ments to be fade 
ing and flitting, expoſed to'internal de 
and external violence : the lives 
leſt of them not to be long-lived «' yeay 
the fineſt delights to be” moſt - briteley 
and the beſ# to grow worle with keeping, 
Thar the Elegancies of taſte; thoſe deli 
cacies-which are wogt to rake with t& 
moſt judicious - palats ;"' ſoon” becoa 
ſtale' and unſavoury. Tha thoſe fie 
which ſeem wholly compoſed of beat 
ty'and ſweetneſs wilt quickly ſend fortt 
a rank ſcent, and wither in your hand SF 
or if not plucke, will after awhile” 
a grave where they had a womb : And ſoy? 
that the moſt amiable complexion (ho 
ever prided in by ſome,” and adored by? 
others) may on a ;fuddato- loſe its vi 
and ſprightfulneſs, and pur on a 4 
der hew. And if \iits beauty be not 
rubbed off by ſome harſh accident; t® 
will certainly wear oft with age; bur 
often it doth'more early become the 
prey- of ſome dijeaje, which may leave® 
no- wemorial of it, {ave only the arr 
| W ? 
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hich it was buried ; or an Epitaph writ- 
2n with arts. 

He diſcerns this blemiſh in all: world 
lory , that it is fleſby and oor extintt: 
his unhappineſs -inſeparable from | all 

aly-felicity, that it s frail and change- 


ble. That the moſt-plealmg 5armony 
f bodily pargs is-+ - out of 
me. That the moſt dazzling 
tay on a ſuddain- be @rrefted with"'a 
loud. That 4 man being in bonour abide 
: That the fſivation of \greatneff is in 
he ſubutbs of ruine. That riches certain- Prov.23.5. 
ly minke themſelves wings ,, and do but 
= 19 to build their =effs long 4n 
he ſame boxſe.. That an enemy, a thief; 
2 unfaithful —_ a fire, or _ Ca» 
ualty, if not'the owners prodigality, 
doth not untrequently give them = 
antage for a flight: - That Friends may, 
either loſe their lives , or their frien 
ip: / or - if their amity- continue, their 
ability may fail; -or if that remanm, yet 
we may many wayes be hindered of their 
company or alli{tance. - ' 
-;Heknowsthat the things: of the world 
cannot reachhis nobleſt part, being of a 
mitureſo exceedingly inferiour and. un- 
ſuitable/thereto, and ſono more ablpto. 
put 
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put it ota a better ſtate , to give | 
1ts higheſt accompliſhment and pert 
ion, -thao Braſs 1s, by its addition, offi 
reader __ ge _ of a MH 
temper. NoWs t pleaſures | 
Rag San cannot ſecure it from tl 


willmake it-ſpeak. That all the 
of fame cannot inſpire it with (pirity 
fe, nor ſpeck one. prevailing ; 
God for it, » And that the higheſt #5 
are inſufthcient to re the loweſt plans 
ia the Kingdom of Heaven, ' Yea, he ur 
derſtands , that worldly things are 
far from deliycring a happineſs to t 
part which properly makes the man; « 
they render its eſcape of miſery mac 
more difficult, by multiplying temptati 
ons to pride, intemperatice , oppreit 
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on, carthly-mindednels , diſregard of 
God, &>c. They that will be rich C has 
make it their main deſign to be (©; and 
purſue it with all their might ) + 
bemptation , and 4 ſnare » and into 

Jooljfſh and hurtful luſts, which drown wen 
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iz defrulſion andperdition, ec. 1 Tim. 6. 
9, 10. Hence it is that our Saviour faith, 
Verily , # rith man fball bardly enter into 
the Kingdom of Hoaven;, It is eaſier for 4 
Camel to go through the eye of « weedle, 
Afatth. 19: 23, 24. Such a one for: the 
molt part "is led away from God and 
true blefledne(s in chains of Gold and 
Silver; and fo the eftare of the inward 
man is often the worſt; -when that ofthe 
ourward is at the beſt. | Recciving 50- 
kowr of. men hindered many of the Jews 
from receiving Chrilt by faith, and ſal- 
vation by Chriſt. Such as hve un ples- 
fare, are dead while: they live. Their 
bodies are only the Sepulchres of their 
fouls. Too much converling-with thele 
lower things makes the fineſt Spirits Gak 
below themſelves, and by being dearly 
tmmecſt in the deſigns of preterment,pro- 
fit , pleaſure, they loſe much of their 
nobler metcall. 

And though temporal _— cam- 
ply with the intereſts of the body, pe 
the judicious Chriſtian conſiders, that 
they at the utmoſt only accompany it 
wy che Grave, and there take their leave 


Che bouſe of Eternity having no dining- 
row, Whcrein the rich Glutzons Table 
C ſhould 
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ſhauld be furniſhed, no place of recrews 
tion for the voluptuous, no Throne 
the Prince) yea, that their uſctulnels 
many times as unable to extend to 
the parts and conditions of this life, 
to reach beyond it. While the pc 
of an adverſary, or of adilcaſe, an acut 
pain, or the ſenſe of guilt may turn the 
mteo ſpecious uncertaintics , and diſce 
{olate names. Now he cannot expettt 
be happy by things that carry ſo gre 
s dilproportion to his natute , and 

{0 exceeding ſhort of ir 1n durations 
being ure to forſake him at death, anc 
not neilikely to do it betore 4 and fo 
muſt be without them ten - thou; 
times longer than he can poli them 
yea, he muſt want them above fo 
ny 4ges as he enjoyes them Afinntes. 

ly, He finds nothing here | 

that can terminate mens dehires , by 
ſees them reſtleſs and ever travell 
the, purſuit of ſomething wherein g he 
may acquieſce, yet in vain. For while 
they are poſting up and down thre 
all the ſtages of contentment, and eve 
and anon baiting on ſome comfort 
other, yet they are fo far from fati 
Gon and reſt, as that they arc but th 
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em *7 verfulng wher hes 
are purſuing w yes om 
ow s and gain no more by their long 
wel, than inche latter end thereof ro 
; far to ſeek for happineſs, as they 
at firſt (erting our. How uſu- 
is it for men to think, if they had 
ar ſuch an Eſtary, Digni s Accom- 
iſhment, ſuch a meaſute of knowledge, 
convemencies or advantages, they 
gal fit down and ſay, Os ” 
when by a very cager 
ir and it may be (o great a __ 
rmit them to call on God by 
be way they are become Maſters of 
heir wiſhes, m:cy are as great ſtrangers 
(olid contentment as befare ; 
ei defires are not quenched but en- 
+ by cnjoyment, and will adt be 
ed at (© So a rate as formerly, bur 
quire ſomething higher and ter. 
mens deſires are utuall y ſteſt at 
rſt, and grow wider by beiog fulfilled. 
The grant of one thi ver them to 
wianother,and that  berenk 
vr at leaſt different from what they had. 
ws they endeavour to ſupply & recom- 
zence the weakneis & ſufficiency of 
enjoytents, by the mulriplicty and $s- 
,- C3 riety 
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IL 
riery ofthers. * But all will not do. They 
will cahly weary, diſappoint and vez 

Eecleſ.1 8. them, but not ſatishe them, There it 

% 5-10. ot fatisfied with ſeeing, mor tht car with 
bearing * He that loves Silver fſball net be 
ſatisfied with Silver, nor he that loves abun 
dance with increaſe. Diſcontent may raiſe 
the greateſt twwalt in a throng of outs 
ward contenTments, which is evident in 
the caſes of Abeb and Hamas , all whoſe 
dignities ; pomp, poſleſhons , deli 
Id not recompence the dillatisfaci 

which the denyal of a Vinezard gaye the 
one, and but of a complement the other. 
T heſe things conſidered, the wile Chriſti- 
an cannot but reckon Boom thoſe do 
with an unaccountable - prodigalie 
throw away their deftres and cndeds 
vours, who ſeek for latisfadtion and bap- 
pineſs 1n any thing ſhort of God recon 
ciled in his Son. In whom only he 
looks for it.and is fure not tomiſs of it. 
Whatſocvyer of worth is inthe Creatures 
bring but a faint ſhadow of ſome excel 
lency in God , he will not negle&# the 
ſubſtance for it. For he knows 'rhere is 
nothing ht to anſwer a compariſen with 
God for goodneſF who en joyes it oris 
giflally and ellennally , ablolorely and 

| inhaiely, 
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infinitely,and is the overflowing fountain 
of what ever excellency recommends any 
other thing to our elteem. In him good- 
nefs is free from the leaſt alloy or im» * 
perfettion, from all decay and alcerati- 

on, uncoahned to any youe , time, or 

ſtate , extending to all the concern» 

ments both ot the outward and inward 

man, and running parallcl, not t to 
this life, but with that cudlets ta 
come. He only is the proper object of 
the ſoul, that Spiritual and mymortsl 
Being, who ſaits its nature, as he is a 
Spir4ts equals its duration, as dHernels 
can repleniſh its capacities, as iamarenſe 
fatisfie 11s defires, as alJafficient 5 perfect 
and exwoble all its faculties 5, rhe wanders 
ſtanding with boundleſs wiſdow, the wil 
with glorious goodneff, rhe atiectiqns 
with the molt lovely and raviihing ex- 
cellencies. He is fuch an abject as A" 
leaves nothing higher ar better to be ,o,, 
delired or imagined , and can never be »1, 23,24. 
enjoyed, ſo much, as not to invite ta, 2 mw 
and abundantly mure than tufhce for a # yo 
further ( a never ceaſing, and yet never (iflncnd 
doying) fruition. Yea, fuch an une as yours, ms 
gives a title to all other requilite goqd 3=» fall 


ve all 
hag: ha will be for your beſt grod , iſe they wwe ane deficable. 
C3 things, 
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things, to thoſe who have en imereſt-in 
him; and can give, as them, ſo a ble 
- > yo" them; and if they be dimi- 
nilhed, can croud 49 great deal of com- 
fort into alittle of the creature 4 can 
make a ſingle Diſh outvie a Feaſt , the 
meaneſt fare be much more delicious 
than the profuſeſt entertainment , and « 
ſma go farther wirh his blefimg 
tha revenues without it. 4 bh 
that arightcow man hath, is better than the 
riches of many wicked , Pal, 37. 16. 
Where the poſſeſſions are lower, God 
can heighten the Faition: or if he ſut- 
fer them to be gaken away, he can him- 
ſelf be inftead of them : He will be in- 
ſtead of all rhings in Heaven, and was 
for meat and drink to Moſer white he 
Ex 34. 38. was in the Mount forty dayes and nights, 
_# and can by himſelf ( if it be needful)make 
up the want of thoſe, or other accom- 
modations to other of his ſervants here 
on earth. Therefore he hath taken upon 
himſelf the names of all other comforts, 
to intimate that he is able ro ſtand for 
all chat they ſmnife, or are worth. ''$o 


is [tiled, on, # babi- 
raies, ig. tover,, Pld, ak, fongh, 
s deliverer , « friend, « Father, # Usſ- 


band, 6. He who is Author, can cafily 
be omminms : What ever benefit and 
he s ner _ ___ 
things, is to nd in God in a ligher 
and more exccllent manner. Tab 5p 
he give in the more of himſcit upon the 
withdrawing of ſome temporal enjoy- 
ments, the gracious foul will have no 
more realon to complain for wane of 
comfort, than he hath for want of light, 
when inſtead of the Stars. the Sun rites 
npon him. 

Let theſe things be well weighed, and 
then fay whether the good mans choice 
of neſs be not 1ncomparably the 
beſt,and whether any therein a& ſo rati- , 
onally, as he who ever breaths after coa- 
munion with the ſource of all goodneſs. 

ILL. He is moſt & Chriſtian of any in 
the Church : He only polleſies what che 
tar greateſt part of the Chriſtian world 
elteems it ſufficient to pretend 40. 
While others glory in the nawe of Chri- 
ftians, he alone exjoyes the thing 5 and is | 
as as they are content to lay t 
are, or to ſeem to be. Though neves (© 
many lay claim tothe ſame tz#le, yet he 
hath the beſt deeds to ſhew for it. Others 
may have the word: and phraſes at Reli- 

C4 gion, 
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gion, bur he hath the ſcaſei They may 
be good Linguiſts in Liviaity, but hes 
the Artifi. He is a vejel both of mercy 
and honour, waſht not ny on the ext> 
fide by water in Baptiſm, but withi |tog 
by the waſhing of regeneration. .. He 
hath not only given up his name, but 
his heart to Chriſtianity, and waintoins 
it not only by the l/abowr of his lips, 
but by the work of his &4ands, and the 
coxrſe of his /ife. He huwbly and thauk- 
fully takes Chriſt for his Prophet, Prieſt 
and King , his Wiſdom, Rightcoulneſs, 
Sandification and Redemption. He ad- 
mires his love, prefles after intimacy with 
him,. lives upon his ftulneſs, and daily 
by faith fetches from him - what he ten- 
ders, 'and by obedience obſcryes what ihe 
commands. - He hath Chriſi« wawe in his 
mouth, his truth in his ma, his {fe uwrliis 


beart, and his examyple in his fe. Though 


none lay out {o high a care in the doing 
of good works, yet none ict {a lgw 4 rate 
on-'thermn when done... Though he. be 
the moſt faithſul ſervant in Chriſts: ac- 
count}, / yet he 1s the | moſt wnprof- 
zable in his own. And though no 
other man be lo much Chrifts jervant,:yet 


feither is any oue fa ? wich þis,oms. 
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Maſter For while he is at Chriſts com- 
wand, his affeQions and luſts are at his 
own; He values Divine Truths not {© 
much for the ſatisfaction they offer to 
his mind, as for that practical influence 
they- may derive upon his heart and 
life. He endeavours that the light 
which ſhinesin the word, may not only 
irradiate his underſtanding, but inflawe 
his affetions , and be ſo reflefed by his 
practice into the _ of others, that 
they may ſee their duty, and the wayto 
Heaven thereby, Many boaſt of light, 
but he only is bor# to it; he is a child of 
light, and heir to an inberitance in light. 
The light of many may be hurt like that 
of aTorch, which /ights- one that's dead to 
bis long howe. But his is the light of life; 
nct only a ghutering,but a glowing light. 
It razes in his wind, and makes it by fre- 
quent refleFions monut upwards, and 
aſpire to the Father of lights : It flames 
in his heart, and turns the whole 'man 
into a living Sacrifice to the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs : It ſhines in his life, adorning the 
Goſpel, and giving others occaſion 'to 
glorifie God. His is the moſt noble Spirit; 
For. its raiſed above theſe inferiour things; 
wolt affe&ts the beſt company, even t - 
( 
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of God himſelf z and-that honour which 
it. ts as much beyond the power of m 
to take away, as to give, that of being 
a Fevoxrite, yea, 'a Son to the Adoſi High, 
His chief attearpts aim no lower thin 
Heaven, whither he ſtrives to carry® 
great a retinue as he can. His inclinath 
ons are publick 3 he deſigns others goof 
as well as his own; and he diſdains th 
accept of whatever Temptation woull 
offer to bribe him from - his duty.- He 
hath the beft ſpiritual eftate ; and' liver 
a bigher rate than others 3 yet hath he 
low thoughts of himſelf. * He is the (tris 
eſt examiner, the freeſt accuſer , and 
the ſevereit cenſurer of himſelf; and fo 
bath prevents Gods ſentence , and'#s 
diſpoſed to charitable thoughrs of others 
( eſpecially as to thoſe ations which may 
be either good or bad, according to'the 
different circumſtances. motives or de- 
figns of them, and ſo = to another 
that is not acquainted with theſe, have 
the ſame aſpet, when good as when bad) 
Jeſt making a wrong - judgeinent"'of 
them , he bring judgement-on himſelf, 
according to at. 7.1,2.and Rew.2.'1,2. 
His tears of true repentance are diffi 


not ſo much by applying the fire of Heb, 
, 4 
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# by a more kindly warmth of love to 
God and goodneſs enkindled fromabove. 
He is grieved for the unworthineſs atid ' 
difingenuity' of his carriage to him, to 
whom a better was by ſo many obliga- 
tions due. He ſees too much 'eenl in for 
to be beholding to it for any good he de- 
fires, or to excuſe him from anyevil he 
fears; for he knows no evil fo great as 
it. Suffering is not, for that only reaches 
to his body, and determines with this 
life. Burt ſin ſtrikes at his ſoul too, and 
at God; and its pernitious influence laſts 
to eternal ages. He accounts #o fix lit- 
tle; lincethe leaft is ſo big as to oppoſe 
the Will, flight the Authority, and break 
the Commangs of an Infinite Deity. 
rs When Temptation tells him any fin is but 
ay Y a Gt#le one , it offers him-an arguwent 
he Y againſt it ſelf; For he reckons. it moſt 
le- Y unmeect angunwiſe to offend a Great and 
er 

ve 
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a'Good God for a ſmall matter, and fell 
Divine favour and inward peace (which 
ought tobe the deareſt to him) to very 
cheap: Alittle fin if allowed; he knows 
if, & will ſoon open a way for a greater, and 
2, make no-little havock upon conſcience. 
ed He'cares not for walking on the edgy 
£ his liberty , leſt he ſometimes t 


e of 
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upon 
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upon the. Devils-ground: ; leſt his foot 


ſhip, and he fall into Iniquity. He would p 
A not invite a miſcarriage , by making | 
choice of bad company, and venturing on iſ +1 
the occakions of (m. For this were to | 
give Temptation a Chail:nge , when his own - 
corruption would be too realy tobe iy Ml 
ſecond, and his raſhne's forfeiting Divine 6 
J Aſhſtance,might expoſe him to the wo of l 
ba 6 him who 41s alone. He remembers that " 
Evil ,converſe ( meetings or tamiliarin Wl ; 
_ yies) corrupt good mannirs 4 1 
«Cr 193. te Gray ſt 10. org of duty, | 
. of 5uaies, though ho and then to a diſlike of It; \ 
dudedin che full ſenſe, Firſt to the commijſcon of lin; WI . 
agnnded obo re and then to delight 1n it. With- R 
oner,commercia. } or that Out, bending to a, compliance WF | 
_— TIE with evil companions , the 'tn- 1 
with that other, Kexet [1MACy Will break, 1 here can- p 
*wagr x, ev7%5 gx not be love and agreement ? , 
Arey ex, Without ſome likeneſs and ſuir }} , 
tableneſs of inclinations and ations. He 
alſo conſidery the w_ nijen in 2 Tia, / 

5. Tarn away ſrom ſuch 4s Daving a form 
RR Jars the power Ahora y | 
{ces reaſon, to, ſuſpect , that a-trequent FF | 
and unneceſlary, {ociety; with ſuch —_ 
abate the power of it 1n himſelf. For ih. 
what remains of the old weight of carr Ih, 


ruption 
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ruption may, with the addition of theirs, 
draw him Cownby degrees to temiinels. 
He therefore chooſs. tuch. for, his fami- 
liar friends as may give him a Fr £Q- 
wards Heaven -, and not a. fprirback, 
Prov. 13. 2C. ' 
It's his wiſdom not; to parley with a 
6 temptation, knowing what it colt. Eve, 
though in the ſtate of integrity. +, Aud 
" knowing "that it cannot.take him byt by ” 
"WH ſurrender 5 that the; Tempter ;cannot h 
z hure him” without his own leave, he 1s 
» continually fetching Jn the aid of Hea 
ven to fortific his reſolutions, and make 
a {tiff reſiſtance, which will put. Satan 
to flight; who can get-no bold of .hjm 
ſo long as he with-holds bis conſent. He 
looks upon worldly pleaſures and aftlii- 
ons; mot as they come on the Stage tO a7 
their Þarts , but as they go off, and ſees 
the farewell of affiifFions, when ſantified, 
ſo much better than #hat of f(inful ples- 
_H fares, that he cannot but accoynt [the 
| 4faxlts of the former leſe formideble than 
the aZdrefſes of the latter : and can-be 
better reconcyied - ro the ſeveragies. of 
the one, than'the- careſſes and 'courtſhi 
+ of the other, He would not ,diſgu 
divine ' difpenſations, . nvt quarzet with 
=P is 
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his allowance 'as too ſmall, nor with his" 
grievances as too, great. Confiderings 
that he hath mot worth enough to be the" 
price of the leaſt blefling ;, nor anwortbi-® 
ef little enough to make the greateſt preſs? 
fare overweight : And that God hath pro« 
miſed not tolay on ſo much as to oppreſs 
his patience; and doth never leave hin Wl 
too little to maintain his thankfulneſs y i: 
and' that the moſt unpleaſant Cup God” MI 
puts into his hand to drink , is of mer") 
cies tempering 3 ” which can diſtil/ ſweet Ii | 
neſs for him out of the waters of Marab, i 
and extra# an excelent Spirit from Gall WY 1 
and wormwood : and if he be cut ſhortof WI 1 
loweraccommodations, it ſhall be but ro 4 
ſtarve'his luſt ; his Graces ſhall thrive the YI 
more: and what evils aſſault him , ſhall-Y f 
forfeit their malignity and turn good; NN * 
\ 
\ 
a 
h 
L 
Y 
| 


Rowe. 8. 28. The Ark of the Covenant 1s a fit" 
reſemblance of him, as in whom are laid 
#p both the tables of it, and hidden Adan- 
»4 'by them, and Gods'rod bloſſoming and 
bringing forth the peaceable fruit of righte- 
onſneſs. His patience beltows a beauty 
uporr rdverſity, - and: gives, a pleaſing Te+, 
liſh 'to the moſt unpleaſing ' accidents. 
This teaches his -gr:efs to forget their 
; s, and fronble it ſclt tobe birle 
troubleſome. 
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trowbleſome. Whereas impatience layes 
ow thore load, and makes men but-more 
envepome their Spirits , and; tear their ' 
fleſh with Gods arrows, and turn his ſex- 
ſowable lancings 1nto fretting. ſorer, and in- 
curable Cancers. I, 
None ſo fearfat as' the good man» of 
doing. evs!, and yet none more valiant in - 
enduring it. He"is che greateſt emexcy ta 
his moſt beloved fins',- and yet the beſt 
friend to his oſs waloving, emenrier. In- 
juries+ He '\{trives to receive with 
contempt ,” 'and ' revenge: with kind- 
neſs. ""»He:. counts-.\that a bad ffomach, 
whicts cannar «digeſt any thing bard or 
— 7 rn —2-m_.g into: i{ ny 
'be turns away wreth, ” 
forbears (grievous words, becauſe they ſti —_— 
aprnger, and:{trife, the leaſt ſpark of 
' Y which he would not 6/ow wp by any 
| mkiny breath; much Jeſs would befeck 
abroad for fuel-ro feed it: or liſten to 
tale: bearers ( a Generation - forbidden; 
Lew." 19-16. As are allo tatiers and bu+ 
ies, 3 Tizv.5. 13, ) For where no 
Wood is, the fire goes out, ſo where 
Mibere is no tale-bearer, the ſtrife ceaſes, 
ir (A whiſpercr or a rale-bearer ,; for the | 
JF yord in-the Hebrow is the 'ſawe,, Rpas ©2525 
ES} rateth 


'F 26, 39. 
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rmateth ar: friend.) - bis (words ar&was 
wounds, EF. Prov: 2 2G, :22; \ Tt 
wound not os - himſelf and the p: p 
they concern, but often thoſe alſo wh 
hearken to them, who may hereby have 
their credulity abuſed, and become guib 
ty of ny Wire wes; of Sron is 
to be free ) imbelieving, if novib 
reporting alye. However they may be 
robbed of the quiet of their: Spiries,, of 
their Glory 3#: paſſmg over a tranſgre 
Prov. 19. 11. Of that fervent charity 
which we-are bidden ,: bave above's 
things , which Jn_ cover 4 multi 

s, 1 Pet. 4.0. And they theres 
«Lam be guilty of olicn. ns I 
variance, delire of rev z hatred, &w% 
and be indiſpoſed for their duty» botk 
to God and man. ' Fer where envying: 
firife 'is, there is confuſion and every” 
work. This is earthly , ſenſual , devili 
and contrary to the wiſdom which deſce 
from above ;, for that is firſt pure, and 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſte to be: in | 
( or perſwatled ) full of mercy and. good 
fruits, ©. James 3.15, 16, 17. He whit 
hath-a rightSpirit within him, remen 
bers that anger reſts in' the boſom 
fools, and that the Devil > Ye 
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boſome of * angry perfotts; who ler the 
Suh'go down'on their wrath * atid that 
. malice ren men very\wnlthe God who 
# dove, Iikethe Devil as robe lis |, - 
-piftures,' hischildten. "He conſidets the james £6 
tongue" is 14 ituly tvil, full of deadly poy- 81.26. 
Jon, and that who ſo” bridles it not, bis Ke- | 
ligion is vain.” He therefore retders not 
evil for evil ,* not revilmg for reviling , but 
erg, 1 Pet. 3.9. He will go back from 
his'right'conſidetablv, ro make way for 
peace and friendf{bip ; and chough wrong- 
ed; will not count it unbeſceniing him 
to-4mirate his Heaveoly Father in firlt 
ſeekiog to "the party which did the 
wreng; to be reconciled to him. He will 
not/drſdain toſtoop very low to take up 
#Uifference, when he conſiders how Hea- 
veahath ſtooped ro-Earth, the boly and 
glorious God to finful duſt, and. that he 
ts commanded to be merciful, as his Hea® 
venly  Fater -is merciful, and to forgive '2 
__ gill ſeventy ſeven tinterif iny one of- Mar.s 14, © 
1 oft) 1f be would be forgiven x 158159. 
and to" pray without wrath, 1 Tim. 2,8; * 
wl And-that cliche hill but curſe himfelf 
| withi the heavieſt curſe 'when ever he 
pie , that/Gor would forgive him hi; 
Brea ,* as be forgives thoſe wha” treſpaſi 
N07 D againjt 
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aj4inſt bime, thax is. not forgive-the 
(hy be liable to udgemen, 


” _ 
out mercy , for not ſbewing Tt : 
hethinks of his-pronenets — abs 

y | 


ings - indiſcretions, which-: ma 


bthers pardon, as well as. theirs his ;but 
eſpeGally that God hath receiveda thouy 
ſand unkindneſles from - him for evers 


one that he hath received from : 
and that its not equal to expet ,.ith 
God ſhould paſs by bis , when;he wi 
not pals by theirs. . He-dreads the doo 
of that's ſervant, who when his Lord hai 
forgiven him tex thouſand talents, wait 
hot forgive his fellow ſervant, « bs 
pence; he was  CEmeged x = tOL 
tors, till he ſhould pa was,duy 
that for ever. So au _— heavenly Faghe 
do alſo unto you, if ye ffom' your hearts fan 
give not every one bis Brother \their - 
ſpaſſes, Matth, 18,23.to 354, A good mal 
would not loſe Heaven, to leep Cuck 
Hell in his Spirit as pride and.,wae 
would enkindle there, to be but 
pledge of a worſe at his, death. »- 
Fould by no means be without the 
and cognizance of Chriſts _ Diſc 


© , x Jobs 13; whereby he would have: them knol | 
p- #5: love, or charity , which be tryes by 
touch 
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touchy ſome in"'T $-4.to8, He 
looks to the reed Teogee gool will, 
words, and good s of charity 
200- : Heconfirs it not to the bodies of 
Grhers, but hath akindnefs alio tor their 
fouls, 'owd he ſends his bounty « blggivg to 
them on the: behalf of their welfare 5 
while his a/w come to requelt their/ac- 
of that ſervice, which his beſt 
advice. is ready-to render to their ſpirt- 
tual and eternal intereſt. 
«He \-is very careful to perform the 
duties, the ſeveral-relations he ſtands-in 
oblige "him to, as having great realon to' 
foſpet; chat he isvoi js oodneſs,- if 
he#be+nor good 10 them. Tecing rela 
my duties make my a Very great- part 
at he , who allows 


Ning 7 bf breach of any one Command, 
#r:gaiby of al;jithough he > ſhould obſerve 
thereſt, Jamer 2.10. Becauſe he keeps 
my out ofa right obedience to God, 
as enjo \thery; for if be did ſo; be 
would cep that which he breaks ( it be- 
Ang *<njoyned.) gs well as the reſt, He 
raul not negle&t what God hath made 

+ ny" becauſe they fail io 

love them who love 
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what thank have y 2 ſor finmers hor 
even the ſame; Luke 6; :92; 33s But &hd 

muſt do more,. Love and © en to thoſfy 
. who | hate ' and- ' deſpightfaly- uſt" the FS. 
wer. 27, 28, By what name theniff 
they be called, who are fo far from-thi 
that they come ſhort of what ſoxmers: dof 

He who hath the trurh of Grace look 
zothe' paying to thoſe who-are over þ 
theit due honour, reverence, obedie 
ſervice, tribute, Ec. and efteems-hi 
ſelf bound by thoſe commands,” bee 
tows, 1Pet. 3.8. Honour»alf men, 1 
2. 17. In honour prefer one another, 
12. 10. as well as by that, Do j ye 
Yea, doing juſtl comprebends the 
ing reſpect dana others; for i 
a debt,their due. Reeder to all therr di 
honour to whom honour, Rome.'14: 
Therefore the denying it-an' ordinary 
courſe is undue, and unjuſt. ;7 NY 

If he have others under his chat 
he hath a tender and circumſpectre 
ro'them. If he be a Magiftrate, beds 

4 terror 10 good works but 10: the ne% 


He i is —_ that his'preffice-may:1 
ive licenſe' or encour # 10 any”; 

A authority 1s wrt 5 

private guilt ay” not ftop thec 


y 
' 


SY = SO MIMMSOSICODMNMHMS=me,R 


SS ELHEX 


4& ym by _ q 


oC his-publick: Joftice, and he be obli 
while he jadges others to condemn an "9,45 
felf- If he be a Miniſter, he writes af- 
cer«that Copy” the Apoltle ſet Timothy, 1 Tim. 6. 
Follaw after: righteouſneſs , godline, faith "$412 
love; patience; meckneſr, be an example in. 
word, ation, charity, \ſpirit , purity. 
Groe- ce' 'to reading , exhortation; 
nn d-@rine,  Negle# not the gift in. thee; 7. 
« Give thy felf. wholly to theſe things , Preach 
In the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, ont of ſeaſon; 
reprove, rebuke, Oc. 24] 
6 He doth not only point the people the 
wdy to Heaven, but lcad them 1n it hims+ 
If He walks not fo, as: to let his; 
caſt dirt .in his. month. Nor is his-life-ax 
Benballats work, while his Do@Frine is at 
Nehemiah. 'T hey do not both together 
preſcata checquer of Heaven and Hel. Ho 
ioth not make Hebrew of his Diſcourſes; 
and reed thethheckwerd in his prattice. If 
| man be a- Maſter , he ſeeks ta 
er-his ſervants to Gods ſervice, and 
alls.0n them to do Gods wark. as well 
gas his own.” And he imitates David in 
the choice of them, ,not {uffering ſuch as 
are: wicked to. dwell in his Houſe, P/a, 
wk 64 7< Further , he would: have 
ber! whe ir matched ta him, to be related 
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to Ckeiſt, afid takes the' 
love to het ( as heis pn 09 )6 
Chriſts love to his Church, and his ow 
to himſelf : and ſo, the heartineſz 
tendernels, fidelity and con{tancy of 
ſhews that he doth not loſe-rhe: 
ence of his duty, ariſing from'Gitts C 
wzance and Trjuniion, and his< 100 © 
and Covenant ; ſee Eph. 5.25; 28, 22: 
he have children, he labours to make + e 
heirs of Heaven, 'and to render them" Wiſh 
dutiful to God as to himſelf .,/-\To | 
fome inftruftion and corretionhe'ac 
ood example, c without - which tht 
other may be fruitlels ) ſhunning ahi in 
what he would haye them avoid. - | 
Tmg'that it would forbid their- belies 
the excellency of good courſes, an 
obligation tothers, to ſee him wie 
erent and prefles rhem- not c: 
to practiſe: them, and cnnſtqubmady 
_ be perſwaded: himſelf of thats 
bf he attempts.eo perſwade them 
in 'o was Houſe, a Honſox 
God, is howſbo a bouſpold- of a 
He is conſtantly careful to ſerye't God 
and ſtrives|ro do' it-in a ſpirivual a 
lively manner ,” not 'only ale; 
_ -others;' gor onlyin He la jcbe 


-- 
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is bow ( and' cannot fatisfie _ 
rol h "wich ing' one,,only without the 
ther). neither dork” =p put off Godin 
# place with an Evering without a 
Saersfice: Both which were ap- 
aired under the Law, and ſhaddowed 
bat is to be performed- under the Go. 
pelu/ Therefore we are bidden pray com- 
rowally, 'V Thefſ. 51 17 . ' Col. 4. 2. and of- 
ri the Sacrifices' of praiſe to God' continy- 
Reb 1945, ( which-is to' go along 
prayer; bl. 4. 6. ) Where contjau- 
hrs as \muCh as Morning and evening, 
or thete is aplain analogical reference 
othedaily:( called the contional ) Shcri- 
ce, which-was commanded, Ex. 29.38. 
de offered dry by day continually. that 
9s 1ex plained im the next Verſe, in V. 42. 


orning"and at Even. 
And no jeſs than} both ſecret. and fa- 


1 4-54 at both theſe times can be 
in that 'command , Eph. 6. rv.” 


Projing alwayes' ('we find alwayes | it the 


marver of prayer lignifying at leaſt night 
ang. day,” 'and Loris, an for the other tm 


om ER with- Chap. 3:9. 10. ) with 
| ——_—— in the g8pirit, 
rm with family prayer as well as 


mon__ thereto with abs per- 


ſeverance - 
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ſeverance aud ſupplicatios for _ all - 8 aivits; 
'The pious wan thinks it.not fit for him 
apd his , to. defer begging their | dai 
bread ( that- is, a fupply'of all the tems 

ral wants of the > ).till the daybe 
{ſpent and paſtz orto ask their: heavenly 
Fathers bleſiing, anly when they go-20 
bed,and nat when they riſe. He accoums: 
prayer as requilite a Preface as 4 cam 
cluſron ta the a&#s of the Yay, Since there 
is as much need of preſervation-from. 
danger in the day as in the: might ;-and 
more from ſin, and of dire@ion in their, 
courſe, and of a blefling.upan family-- 
affairs and intereſts, which cannat be ex 
peRted where it is not begged, Prove 
3- 33. The eurſe of the Lord 1s im the 
of the wicked, but he bleſſeth the if ation. 
of the juſt. Jer. 10. 25, Four out thy\ fangs 
upon the families that call not on thy nawt« 
If he be worle thar' an xfidel,- who. prot 
vides not for the bodies of thoſe.40 is 
family, ſure he is notſo good as, a© 
ftian who takes no care of their: 
who negledts daily family-prayez/ 
does, it but by hatyes.; Such-as% 
God byt once aday, ſhew a greatzar 

nels of their dependance onhi 
lor what they. have and need, 


- . » kg? 
>” & = A £ac a aa = -« AD = a&@ -«@ == a Ge RR = we wa 46% ,4 A 4 + a w=e = 


nifeſt but-lictle love to him or theirdu+- 
ty, and that they owe-their Rehigron 
more to \ Cuſtome than Conſcience. 
But he who aqts from conſcience; 
follows the example i of 'Cornelizs, who 
was & devout man, and feared © ( that 
is, worſhipped ) the Lord with: all bis 
| houſe, and prayed to God alway, that's 'at 
leaſt, twicea day. He _ alſo upon 
reading the Word as a requiſite' compa» 
nion/ of prayer, to inſtru all-in the 
houſe in their duties,-Dext. 6.6; 7,"8& 
17.419. Col 3. 16. which he whers upon 
them, and 1s careful toinform themwell 
inthe- principles of Rehigion; char they 
neither © run into Error nor 'pro- 
phaneſs. - The aboundiag of both which, 
as allo of ignorance, yea, even 'in' thaſe 
who are r, and of unprofitable 
ne. by Sermons and” g Books, 
through an inabihty”-ro underſtarid the 
terms and phraſes r to the pgroutids 
ob:Religion( as what faith, juſtthcation; 
lanRifcation,' redemption, adoption,” the 
Oftces of Chriſt , his Interceſtion ,--the 
Covenant of Grace, Ge. are )- which f#&- 
-Gccurr in them; The abounding 

all theſe, is to be charged upon- Go» 
| yemours ofFamilics negleQing to prin- 
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wich 


ciple 


Afts 16. 2; 


bay Ts ru 
will drcadfully aggrav 
at the Great Day, 
hs yp Shonggr yer 
do ſcore. Re was| 
for 
mn od thes 
z/ and it malt 6 to —- : 


Tn haſts, (pc 


that ane fs defaned tor his 
the other for hys bodres. == 
that do not rightly oy it y 


they neither care for <= 
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to and fro, or to lend wings to $: 
fy away the more eaſily. *How h 
difcourlc is to be found” ordinan 
amangl(t men,. of which. this 1s nor. 
beſt that can be faid , rhagyit-is uſe 
The holy man uſcth the 4 revert 
and glorious name 'of God wit 
all criouſneſsand reverence,much unli 
thoſe "who do nor only-not fancnke,: 
abuſe it, by an ordinary» proſticuring: 
it, only to fil up the vacuities of rhei 
—_— diſcourſe ; often,with as: h 
enle and pert1 as reVerence, ant 
larding fo Lord, 0 God, 0 Feſm q 
beſides that rhey violate-che third Ce 
mandment, by uſing Gods name fo vai 
and fo put themſetyes-mtair rhe nuakt 
of thoſe whom God willi nothold gui 
leſss ( ——— 
ment , though . the not -t0 
they commir no ſmall abſurdity inc 
ningtheir mourhs art tharracy as it 
thought thoſe: little thi that exczpe 
their admiration (ſhould rarferithe 1 
God. "And can he repute 164any omgh 
than a high affront, tobe: (@ ofren c 
led on by them , when they have not 
thang to fay ro him' 2: How woulda 
King. or Noble Pcrſonage reſentin, if 
(erved 
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Fe ex  , 


” we 


| thoſe that” are. about him 2 
What is this, bur for men to cell choſe 
they converſe with , that though they 
pray Gods maze woy be bellowed, yet they 
do not intend it ſhall be done by them ? 
EV. The gracious man 1s 2 Paredox,wou- 
der@derifcew to the men af his generation. 
They neither” underſtand oor affect him. 

1H - 1. He #1 wot! wnderſtood by them , he 13 
og « Kiddle to them. For: in him 15 ro-be 
ſound ( when in his beſt remper ) the 
AY friendly greet of -a heavenly raiſedneſs 
of '\mind 5, -and a humble condeſcen- 
floors . the happy match of poverty and 
bravery-of 1Spirit 5; the faſt embraces of 
wiſdom and f@mplicity 5 the lovely white 
and red of innocency* and, injured pati- 
4 the fweer accord of ſorrow and 
yy, the-ſeveral affeGtions tawing their 
dijeords ime x delightful barwony. 
»He lwer npon traſt ,_ ind. the more be 
2s on traſt, the better bis crfdit is. 
He | feerks Sravſeff moſt when he: dewes 
idaſelf 5 He 1s fure to heve bis will by 
 bearrily that he may not heve it; 
that-mor bar will, bur Gods may be done. 
NY Thofe'tcmporal things be ulually holds 
mthetafteſt; which he ts ready to letgo : 
he dogfer he firs to them, the ſofter ey 
ed JF»: cleave 


_ 


A 
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cleave to him. He is moſt advagced 
abaſemem ; and the lowlicr' be th 
higher and nearer Heaven, If be 
ſore of temporal advantages and < 
forts : No man enjoyes them ſo much, 
he - enjoyes them both in this world, 
in that ro come. In this world, by 
higher content and delight , becauſe 
more relliſhes the love and goodne 
God in them, and is more fcnfibleof 
own unworthine(s, which makes th 


ever | marr enough ; and 
he bath feoft, he uſually hach «of; 
of that which is moſt worth the | 


C5 


When 
»atbeng, yet he hath ody 


whois af in «4, and be is ſuchiag 
tagronts cannot (bew. anather © 

- Crown of Glory. It be futfer upon arighe 
tecus account, God oftcn lets tn (uch re- 
wings and retre(bments,as make his very 

rew:s 16 fanile, and tribulation 1t felt tobe 


rhe 
—_ 
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aflected by the 


i 
ris 
7 
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» his fair and munners 
theirs. For bis mraxxcrs arc 
the fink of Gods Word, and 
| 46 Sanirb— | 

& built ypori what God far 


famers (who follow their lu 
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ſhall not javely dye, His faith 15 ac 
ied with holineſs, buc theirs caresnat 
for its y- Theirs 4s indeed 
faith of Miracles , which can calily rewouy 
the moſt aronntainoxe difficultics out of t 
= to Heaven, yea, and remove 
If, and ſect it at the ewd- of the 
= It can reconcile God and fin, 
make a match between the _ 
rate: wickedneſs and ever| 
neſs... It; can cut off the exraziot th 
beritance of the Sons of and make 


on anne nog of d 
e. Its a faith that can make 
$209. and good. evil'; give crockey | 


molt imcrgdible , yea, imp 
as that God who is Treth it felt will pw. 


irxe' to his own — IC 


7 themſcives be. never (c yer & 
cundition is good,' and letthem d 

God never ſo much; yer h&-is wel 

- ed with.them. » That they are in his 
* your:, though .he. hath declared 
way to be an abomination mY 
though they rant, and ſwell, and 4 

tad whore; yea, chough they - 


Lig nd goodre'% in the forlorn 


of the Prince of Darkneſs while 

they live, yet that Divine embraces,and 

the rewards and joyes of "the other 
world awiit them. 

The Gracious perſon mizets with, ma- 

- Ars cuneate from worldly ten, but 

are commonly fo un- 

happy as to ps poorer on his excellencies, 

and (0 daſh ont theit own brains. For 

bh men are 4dverſaries to him, becanſe 

be-follows the thing that good is, Plain 

38. 20; - And his departing from evil 

wakes him a prey, 7. 59. 14. Yea, ſo 

equal a ſhare have malice and folly ih 

their reproaches caſt on him, that they 

the” greateſt reproaches to them- 

, and are witneffes of their own 

hood, whileſt the only reaſon they 

for them is the greateſt reaſon 

) them. For they account him a 

fooh, becauſe he 15 tral wiſe : almoſt out 

of biy wits,” becauſe with the Prodigal, he 

"Hf is" come to himſelf: a hypocrite, becauſe he 

is fwcere : owipirited, 'becauſe he is 

heavenly-minded 3 obſtinate becauſe obedi- 

erthto God : the flrb and off-ſcouring of 

ap bites: becanle he- is fo much” for 

| FO deflement ; moſt blame- 

oſt Y-< E worthy 


Y 
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wo” 
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—_— becaule.aolt be imat 


4 


offend, when he will A Ie 


do. ill, becauſe he dath well. 'We-fat 
in 1 Pet. 4 - 3, 4+ thole who walk in. 
ſeiviouſue » luſts, exceſs of Wiwe,, 
lings, Ec. wondering, or thinkgng it 

that he runs not with them to 
exceſi of riot , ſpcaking evil of biz, 
they ſball give an account 10 the judy 


quick, and dead for it. And well at : 


way Expect to do ſo: For what can'Þ 


more wonderful than their -wonder 
What wore prodigioully ſtrange —_ 
think ſtrangely of | 


him (as they in fed 


do) that he bad not rather be like | 


Devil than God? For unhohineſs is the 


Devils image, as holineſs 1s Gods. ; 
cauſe he doth not love. evil better 


good : Becauſe he cannor - difafec#; hy 


 Divineſt Beauty, and dote upon the fi 
of Moral deformities : Becauſe he wilks 


requite Divine bcunty and patience 1 | nl 


all the affronts and indignities he © 
upon him.Becauſc he had not rather 
himſelf an heir of condemnation, that 
ſalvation: Not eve bis ſexs, rather 4 
his /es/: Not take pains to be miferab 
Not labour eternally to undo; hin 
Not be far more induſtrious to carn® 


9 


* 
«ty 
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at; 


+ (ad: __ Rom(6.,23. Theimolerable 
:rments of Hell, than all theglory apd 
bliſs of Heaven:, For death, even the 

| dewrhb \htall be their: pay who make 
fi cheir/ work; whatever they imagine 
"tothe contrary, Rev. 21. 8. Gal. 5. 19, 
- 20,/24;\#*Cor-6.'9, 10. Know ye not tha 
the wars +ſhall not inherit the Kingdoms 
of God © Be not atceived ; neither fornicatort, 
tdolaters, udbilterers, - efſeminate , abuſers uf 
themſelves with mankind, thieves, covetous, 
drankards, riwilers, nor extortioners ſhall 
' inherit the Kingdom of @od, How ridicu- 
four is their lawghter,, who laugh at a 
| man,” becauſe he matters what God 
- faith, andfcruples the breaking of any 


i. of his _ - ( his commands ). wherr 


Ahey ſtand-in the way of his own plea- 
. Turey. and-i8 atraid to-go. in the high 
* road to deſtruction when he ſhall have * 
-1o- much company 2 How little wit do 


6 thoſe, who would go for great wits, ſhew 


in accounting. him dx//, becauſe he will 
.not'be prophane, not make jeſts of ſeri- 


if  ouſoes, nor delight in ſcorning > Inre- - 


ing hum becauſe he will not be 


led” anc of thoſe Fooks who make 4 work of for, 
IHE - Prov: 14; 9. A ſport of wickedneſs , Prov. 


tx Gw . 
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fell 20.123. Becanſe he wil not make met- 
Re: 2 ry 


_ 


ry with vain , obſcene;"ſcurnious:: 
impious fancies, and laugh+ſo long 
the ſtrict obſervance of- Divine- . 
mands, as till he ſet God a laugbing-tog 
at his calamiry., -and mocking when his 
fear and deſtruction come z Prov. 142 
6,27. Well might the Wiſe df 
ſuch lewghter, that it 3s I 2% 
And. compare it with the cracking) off 
thorns, which makes a great noiſe and! 
a | ſuddain_.. blaze , that may ; delig 
for the preſent 5 but will ſoon bec 
and ſerve. only '® kindle- for them 
everlaſting fire, Jude, v.45, +48. Now are 
+ not they yu Wits _ have _ 
enough to 'keep out of unquenchabl 
fire yes are no wiſer than: to 1 

to thoſe flames:, out of which there! 
no eſcape, only..ro make mirth and ſpe 
Shall he be accounted blockefh, who wi 
not be ingenroxs at (o great aperil; yell 
who will. notgo out of his wits thatþ 
may ſeem witty ? For what doth helefs 
who ventures Gods curſe for mayyv1afs 
planſe? and will expoſe himſelf tar 
wal howlings tor the acclamations- ofa 
few here,. and thoſe, uſually ſfuck'w 
vicious pradticesgender their ju 
infamous, and 'turn their praiſlescinto WW? 
| | reproaches? FF ©: 


- 


«3; 
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pid 2*®Who do more"merit that ' 
Mbarater s in jeſt, and Fools in ear- 
mt Yet is\ not the good: man at all ob- 
Jiged' to be a ſtranger to-good wit. + Yea, 
wit'is- then beſt, when ſeaſoned with Grace. 
His Aferowry 1s more ſublimed ; his bumonrs 
pureviand better reftified. He takes the 
more pleaſant ſpirit, the finer ſalt of wir; 
abd leaves to others the terra damnate, 
thedreggs and excrements of it,to whom 
not! 1 they are the more delight- 
ful, by haw much the more notſome and” 
offenſive;and are beſt re/fbed by thegroſ- 
ſp pelats of tho;e whom the .Scripmre- 

V*-, 


CORINNE and Pas, V4); 
'1:What niores contemwptible than the corre 
texpt- of thoſe Gallent Spirits who deſpiſe 
'theholy man as ſneaking and low fpi- 
rited,/ becauſe he hath not the courage 
t6\encounter 'his Maker, and to. con- 
Nredin'Almighty diſpleaſure > Becauſe he 
dareswnot- out-brave Gods threatnings, 
and* defie his judgements? nor challenge 
tim #t his own weapon, the Sword of the 
Spiris, by abufing ir to ſtrike at his du- 
and defend his enormities ? Becauſe 
wants the bravery to wound his ſoul 
without'ever crying 06 / —_— 
Tf of death, though eternal? Wha (corn 
*D- E 3 him 


— 


a 
- © 


him, becauſe he is better 'tham the 'wightyy 
in being flow to anger, and.iy. gble\ 
do mare than he who takes « City, by 
his own $Spirit,Prov. 16.32; Andican be: 
an injury, which their impotency-car 
How wiſely do many cenſure hint. foe 
rude and: if{-bred, becauſe he hath. north 
civility to ſim for company # _ Lat 
piece of manners tO g0.048 of the way 2d 
and his duty, to wazt upon other»-in their 
extrevagancies? Cannot admire: Vanityy 
nor applaud vice, but reproves-'inſtcalf 
of flattering thoſe who harbour it? Be 
cauſe he wants the gracefulnef of a careleſs 
dep#ttment, and a foreh.ad that can refuſs 
to:be aſhamed, a contdence/ unmavedvat Wiſh 
the greateſt preſence, though Divineandor 
able to fin without. bluſhing 2: Arid /bes Jo! 
cauſe he hath not learned to corrt:defirus WM He 
Qaion with all that bellſb; rhetorich, thoſe? 
laſciviows addreſſes, thoſe mediſh and ſuſh 
onable ſins, which ſwearing 5 wantounelg:WBe 
and , debauchery cam furouh bam wathizcc 
and that. with \fuch-tranſport , as af he 
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could not know a: greater, miſery,thay' 


. 


to mils.thereof;;; - | 3 75118 Of 
The/Yolaptuars ( as unreaſonably {tull 
think him, a man. of no. geft , abandodftd; 
to-ſtupidity, and void of the ſentimentsiya! 
@ , « Pu... in« 


* 4 - _ 


Jue to hi ” thcauſ; e thoſe ples 
| " hich are of ſo high a price, that 
not-only- an earthly, buta heavenly in- 
heritance , muſt go to the mrchas of 
them, are of no rel/;ſb with him: Becauſe 
te wilt not- give up ti (olaceof agood 
conſcience, the comforts of Gods pre- 
ſence, 'and the offers of eternal joyes, a 
prey to a few momegts enjoyment of 
ſenſual delights, or thoſe polluted and 
ariminal pleafures , which pay for their 
ſhart-welcorme inthe uncalie ings of -— 
te>-reHections , and the fad pre; 
zfure vengeance : Becauſe he wi - 
ake a preſet of his honour , chaſtity, 
the and wealth to any vile affe@Fion, 
jt for thoſe enjoyments, which will re- 
Juce him 'ro/ worrr af the laſt , and ſay, 
How bave I buted inſtruction, and my heart 


\reproof., and have not obeyed the 
| ne) of Teachers, Prov. 5. 11, 12, 13. 
nas catiovt tind more pleaſure * 
averſing - with his Hawks and 
chan with God : Becauſe he is not (o Folly 
ihr o toHell in a olick; or will net 
ſoul y wv his body while he 
-—ptler leave both to the worms when 
Ss his body to thoſe in thegrave, 
4his' foul to that in Hel! (bred of his 
Joe: _—_ Ou neverdyes. 


How 


' 


How anjocigble is be ace 


(FS 


— d bu.th 
who put into their praftical Cree 2 ipſty 
of Communion of Saints , good fe lowlhy 
and inſtead of Cpmrevtages with Gad , "$0 
creatures ? Unſociable I ſay, becau 
will not go. withy them as far, as th 
would have him, that's to their witze 
but leaves them where fobfiety wills 
bear them company 2? Becauſe he i5-m 
willing to be robbed of himſelf, and be at 
charge to have it done? Cannot ts cul 
too much worth paying his reaſon fors 
forfeiting the Rel 6 Pts of the 
pleaſures at Gods right hand for eye 
Cannot drink his 6wn- corfuſ(op to oth 
bealth, and pledge men (0 long, as till hel 
obliged to pledge God too ina Cup '4 
Wine of his wrath * Cantot, be.indua( 
to imitate many others, in dripking 
out of his mind , under (tanding out. & 
his head, feeling out of his heart; . bu(l 
neſs out of his hand, health abt of .þ 
body, money out of his purſe, his family 
out of doors, himſelf into miſery,” as 
Gods judgements into the place. whe 
he lives? Becauſe he. will npt merittha 
wo, in Ia. 5. 22. Wo to them who. are mig 
ty to drink Wine , and men of ſirengt Y. 
mingle firong drink. Able ſinners | 'whok 
glory it is , that they oftcad not aut'oh 
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of DE WFaridrt ci 
than reel'1ntoi1t. ange! that anymen 
ſfould accountit worthy.their ambition 
to meritGods wo!' That they. ſhould 
far negle& the dignicy of their nature; 
d to an imitation'ot the tnoſt ex- 
cellent-of Beings, as to labour to render 
themſelves the verieſt Bruites that ever 
were without the priviledge of a troxgh, 
and eſteem it a mighty attaiament to re- 
emble a ſpunge, or be eminent in that ca» 
pacity wherein a ogrhead excells them. 
Nor are ſuch excuſed, in that their 
ge draughts, are not more - than their 
brains, ſince they are more than tempe- 
rance _=_ bear , than yon can need 
as rather opprefling than relieving tt) 
1 ſo than can -confilt 'with a Fs. C4 
of. preſerving both body and foul in 
good plight, | and than piety will atlow, 
which: requires an cating and drinking '#0/ 
Gods-glory, 1 Cor. 10. 31+ [Whereto this 
practice is not. a little prejudicial ;-'as 
diſpoſing to many evils, paſſion, fury, 
ſirife, luſt, levity, corrupt communica-* 
tian, neglet of dutics both Religious and 
Civil, and great waſte of time and: of 
Geds good Creatures, and often a make-' 
3% - f ing 


nr pas >: NeBer by | 
c——_ by: ſome” @ valorous _ 6. 
drink others under rhe Table, in whit 
while they triumph and/ſport themſelyeg, 
they: rejoyce: to ſee God dilbongure 
his creatures/ abuſed, his [mage defaced 
in\others , their bodics wr , and WW... 
their ſouls much more. And thall this 
be connted war? What is more the 
Devils part, than to draw men to'fin'ats 
as 'high a rate as may be; andurge ther 
to: their own | ruine } Snchy as nidk 
athers drunk; may read» their particu 
on Heb. 2: 15416. The principles! 4 
uch: intemperate perions may 'wet 
ren to anyithing, being-{o chrought 1 
ſoaked, and-their' conſeitnce be: fflext ate 
terward, when it hath been often duck's 
for a:ſcold-: and if they reproach'thel 
holyimati, .it-were for bim too much'rael 
value their judgements to regard-it 
Bat: the moſt general charge and-impus 
tatiof caſt upon him, is that he is*ra</ 
preciſe and 'ſ#rict., . and wakes more! als 
than meeds 10 Religion. Of the Auchors? 
of-which I ſhall demand thus, Doh © c 
more than Got requires both of him and' 
you - in theſe-ahd - the like commands? 
| Falk © +. 


ircunt{ptetly" oy Rther' + 
: 5-33, 16 vapor meyer hoves. 
_ "o '1'Pet; 1. 15- he ok 
1. he ſtraight gate , vary 
3) Ye enter in, and foal! not be able, Luk. 13.24. 
eat de Gaattom lit oe ave} trees: 
SEW 2627 Grow in Grace, 2 Pet. 


2, 71 . Ahjtain fire vals thougber, 
«4. 14. Wartor thought: or 'inclinati- 
Marth. 5. 28. Inordinate affection, evil 
iſcence, coveton/neſs, age, Breth, ev- 
, guile, ing, Col. 3-5, 8,9. 1 Pet.2.1. 
/ any (04th "10 ordinary diſcourſe 
"which: is the way to: condemmation, ) 
nes 5. 124" Frow filthy, fookſh , ſcurrilows 
or abuſive») ta/k, Ephel. 5.4. Yea, 
roms idle words, Matth. 12: 36; 37. And 
ce of evil, 1 Theſk 5. 22. 
r follow, that «whic#.is good, ver: 15; 
FR Jag diligence, add to your faithver- . 
9m. 6/09 19h ary godti- 
He this 
org 0ns things ond, oc 2 Pet. 
9. + Mlwgyes ahound in the work of 
\ Lond, + Cor. 15.58. #hetber you eat, 
Cv; , or whatever, you dd , do' all to the 
| f God; Gor. 10-31 Walk ar Chrift 
John 2-6. Now: can allthis be 


C " 28 ; kL 
J6-withr/Aiiele-a-d > Wilt ie g 
| give.the utmoſt ditig dbijienice a.uſficien 

ES ohrgy. hte oo 


theſe redo >. Aud- 1s- wk unnecef] y 
ovex-doing to\obey it ?''Andrbars 
tholt who: ebey. it not aret af 
2-Theſſ. 168, 9.! Bones aChriſt» \will;c 
in pal pony! fire; taking vengeance! Oh thivh 
and hty ſhall br, puniſhed "with everlaft 
deflruction ſromt + #he preſence of the -- 
and from the glory of bis power 2's nota 
this Gods Will # And can yow pray” th 
his wi be done ,, and yer it \wany-thyr 
omit i the doing of: ir yourſelves ,' 
Cry. out of. thoſe who dovirt Lothi 
this amount” to more thari you! bY ya 
Baptiſmal engagement are” obhged 
perform? Doth not the renoxttcing 
the works of the, Dev? , the 'vatities fa 
ewarld', LA luſbs of. the. fleſh, belt 
a Word xg 9. ping his Command me 
aithful ſervant t6 300 
os Caps Whoof ths! 
you” blawe-fot\overdoing, doth'mont © 
ea, who ofithem finds. not :mych” nie 
cauſe to: blame himſelf for doing leſs; 
ro.gneve that he comes much thor "0 
what he ſhould do? Have you novelien 


nal 


MAE 
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-bves, who come oy far! ſhort of him® 
Except-you" witl-accouor (it a faulty: nos 
2 falſe toGod; not7ro) deabperfidi- 
th with ham. - -IsGod the rewareer: 
hole who diligently ſeck bim And'is 
belt then toterve CR igently:? Is it 
lcome-to this, the leſs obedience the bet- 
f row? Then Hell hath the beſt preſidents. 
defects 'commendable.? or any rhe 
more_beautiful for-being. {potted [with 
allo 2 O think it/betrer to be more 
\4 Chi: ;-who fulfilled all rieheeou 
eſs, etna to'come as neap:Ns example 
-may __ 2df-fo, then henceforth own 
YOUur I Dame oO Antichriftians. 
you read in Gods Word of the' unpro- 
ble ſervant, 414th. 25-24, 30. _ 
we foolih [Virgins ve.1, 2, Ec. 
three of the four ſorts of RET 
#6..13. 18, &c: Of the ſtrid& Phari- 
es, Matth.'5. 2c. And'of. thoſe great 
Profeſſors /in Maith.7 22, 23. Luke 13.26, 
275:28.; All: ſhut out of Heaven, becauſe + 
hey- did not enough to be polleſt of it, and 
&: content. your ſelves: without doi 
z.yea , with Hoing leſs than ſome 
' id2 If the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved 
WT the beſt be nor faved withour:mugh 
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pear ? 1 Pet. 4+ 18; ' Will-you rat 
undo - your ſelves, 'than have the in 
cence of- being (guilty of much'a 


that may be 2 ::Þ8: not H 
ebnacently ufficient to deſerve-andy 
ward all you can do to obtain it > 
ſuch more worthy ' of /your'W 
moſt induſtry, which/you can but 
joy for a while, and muſt ') 
ou leave this world; than i 
as will accompany you* to gr R 
you may enjoy. for ever 7" Shall *$ 
greateſt diligence be eſteemed li 
enough to enable you toi be a grea 
loſer than many others ( who are n6v 
rich) at your death? And ſhall itbe 
counted too much tomake you a ga 
to all eternity >» Will you loſe ye 
chief end to-get weans? Is the grea 
caution allowable 'for avoiding tex 
ral inconveniences, and ſhall it not- 
the eſcaping of eternal miſery > . bs 
| femly to thave. your beads' where youll 
feet ſhould be ? + To level your 11gheh ; 
aims with the Earth, and let your Heal 
ven-born foxls ſtick faſt in the thicket 
_ in the avire and. filth of pollution” 
o you willingly -reſiga up your ſelvea” 


TW Bi-r5 i ne 
world-and your luits-, covetouſacls,, 
price, intemperance, £njOyN,. and think 
-ae: pains tho much ipent jatheir drugdge- 
ry; and the ſervice of your bodies? Apd 
wall ou allow..of no Iirictueſs an Rel; 
| Shall-any thing be- xeckoned tgo 


my that is, done for God and, your 
ſouls 2. Is there no fear of any Exceſs 
but in. goodnels ? {s diligence a fault wn 
Gods Servants? or obedjgnce-in bis chjl- 
dren? Do you count them ſo 3n yours 2 
Can por ſcrve an Apprentiſhip. to. the 
ak or {in while you live,  aod-expet 
God wall 


you. free of that 

City which 1s above, when your time 
'is out 2 Is it enough to give up Yaur 
-nexcs to.Chriſtianity , when you after- 
wards let your practice b/ot them out? 
But I- ſhall leave off arguing. the caſe 
with-you ( for me-thiaks by this. time 
you- {ſhould be. convinced of your er- 
xor ,) and fall to; belee«ching of you, that: 
+a5,you would not hve below. the digni- 
ty. of your re, belides the right uſe 
"of your reaſorſh beneath the purpoſe of 
"your lives 5 &xcal (though not ver+ 
bal.) xe wh of your Baptiſm, to 
vel the diſbonour;of:your profeition , the 


t reproach 
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pear? 1 Pet. 4: 18;  Will-yourarticr 


undo- your | ſelves, than have the mays 


i 
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cence of- being -guilty of much 
that ma te Fred d:rloi nts | 
niatuany ufficient to deſerve and 


ward all you can do to obtain it? re 
ſuch more worthy of /your 
moſt induſtry, which you can but: m1 


joy for a while, and muſt 

ou leave this world; than fi 
as will accompany you” twp ; 
you may enjoy- for ever ?” Shall" 
greateſt diligence be eſteemed litY 
enough to enable you to be a'gr 
loſer than many others ( who are not% 
rich) at your death? And ſhall itbea# 
counted too much tomake you agai 
to all eternity >» Will you loſe 'y« 
chief end to get weans? Is the great 
caution allowable 'for avoiding te 
ral inconveniences, and ſhall it not 


the eſcaping of eternal miſery ? . «i 


| kemly to have. your beads where 1 


feet ſhould be ? © To level your highell 


aims with the Earth, and let your 
ven-born foals ſtick faſt in the thick 
_ in the avire and. fith of pollut 
o you willingly reſiga up your fi 
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world-and your Juits-, .govetouſncls,, 
pride, .intemperance, £njoyng..and think 
-aq- Pains tho. much {pent ju.their drudge- 
ry; and the ſervice of your bodies? Apd 
wall you allow .of no Iitrictneſs 1a Relj; 
gi Shall-any thing be reckoned tgo 
=Y that is. done for God and, yayr 
ſouls 2. Is there no fear of any Exceſs 
but in goodne(s 2. {s diligence a fault in 
Gods Servants? or obedignce in bis chil- 
drea ? Do. you count them ſo 3n yours 2 
Can py ſerve an Apprentiſhip. to. the 
\ Devil or fin while you live, aod expedt 


that. God will you free of that 


. City which is above, when, your ime 
is gut ? Is it enough to give up yaur 
names to.-Chriſtiapity , when you after- 
wards let your practice blot yhem out ? 

- But ]- ſhall leave off arguing the caſe 
with.you ( for me-thinks by this time 
you- ſhould be. convinced- of your er- 
ror.) and fall to; bele«ching of you, that 
as,you, would not hve below. the digni- 

xy; of your re, belides the right uſe 


_ 


of your reaſorſh beneath the purpoſe of 
| lives 5 excal (though not ver- 


of your - to 
zyGur profeibon , the 


reproach 


are called, "the ting of your” Me 
cies, the loſs wile Tyne 
ſonls : As you would hot ye 
Maker, not reje&t your Redeemer, 
do -defpight to the Comforter \, 
be a ſtranger to Gods Promiſes, apd 


prey to his judgements : As you would 


not © be ed- with the ewing 
and convul of an injured 
ence;with the inſupporrtable wrat 
= ny _— God, wich the —_—_ 
internal torments : Deny ne 
and worldly luſts, and live foberly, rig 
teouſly ad; godly in this preſent world 
If you would nor loſe whatever you h 
done towards Religion : If you 
not have your convictions another > 
turn | to your condemnation , ye 
know! riſe up in judgement agai 
your practice, your good wiſhes 
your bad courſes, your fair prom 
mdite your foul performances: If y 
have any rd to Gods Commands 
_ fear of his diſpleaſure, any deſire of 
favour, any ſenſe of duty, any mc 
of gratitude: If any affedtion for” ye 
fouls , any faithfulneſs to your g 
intereſt, any care to anſwer the 


# 


your” 


.. 
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aur'Creation,” any deſign of happineſs. 
that "ou would. not- have dilappoint- 
ed:- I£.chere be any credit in wiſdom; 

delirableneſs in gpodneſs , any ami- 
{s 1n-the Divine Nature, any excel- 
leney in likenefs to God: If any allure- 
ment in the fulleſt communications and 
| ——_— of Infinite Love ; in that 
eternal glory, joy, beauty , perfection 
at bleliedoels, which is 4 rm pOr- 
tiba of the Sainmrys JTiitn folow after ho- 
lineſs ; laying aſede every weight. Oc. run 
with patience the race ſet before you; and 
ſo-raw, as that you may obtain. Let eve- 
ry Grace be in you and abownd. 

If. you be young, by no means liſten 
to thoſe who would perſwade you to 
put-off your amendment to a turther 
ume, and beſpeak you after this rate 5 
Piety #s too grave for you much: ſeriouſneſs 

ſpoil your wit. Taks no ſpiritual Phy- 
but when you are ſick: purge not your 
you are young. Li# not any 

zeal wither the flower of youth : bury no#. 

” beauty in the wrinkles of godly ſorraw;. 

e your ſpirits in the ſpring of your dayes, 
and bat the world reap the nge fs 
tipeſ# age 5 your dotage mill jerve ae 
lancholl thing, Religion. Heaven will drop 

# 119 
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into your month, if you can bet opem #t 
ſhort petition before your teeth be jet. Whi 
is all one as it they ſhould ay thus, 

after the fight of your own eyes now , 
took to your duty, when you cannot ſee. 

not while it is day, but when the night coun. 
Mind matters of leſs moment 4 
ds any thing, and your main i , when 


you are fit for nothi 

tance till | nt n ym of nt no! but 

you may dye to' night, Pat -” fo 4 

bed. though you cannot tell but ” 

way prevent your lying at all: Or if not 

get your ſickneſs & take away Ng free JSemſes 

or if you enjoyitheſe, an 

very 40 the very left, m ftrll wm eye dl 

your repentance : Or if So any mcline- 

tion to it, your pain may — 

you for it: Or if you do any thing that 

the fpneerity of your repentance will be pu 

ſuſpitions, not only as wanting the fruit there- 

of, « reformed life to evidence # , when 

death ollows ſoon after, but alſs as moſs likg- 

by at fuch a time to ſpring only from the fear 

of Hell, and ſo to be ſuch #5 will do you nw 

gu Run #s long and as far as you can out 
way to life, even till yow be ou of loeeth, 

and rf return, Firſt let your time be pens” 


awd the improve it. —— 


work 
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ff v1 is be done. 7 yd 
jor th , and be fare you have « good long 
ry. and then py. Provoeke God 41 much 
#5 40w" are able, and then appeaſe bim. Let 
it bubrts take the deepeſt root, and then 
they will be moſt conveniently placks mp. 
Grove your hearts #« many mortal _— 41 
y's can, and then think of a cure. 
have to do with the Plyfittan till your beck 
beve brought” you to the gates of death, Be 
Solomons mt the greateſt part of your life, 
ts emongh to be wiſe wie you are old. Do 
mot ſerve God tiil your luſt turn you off, as 
foo impotent for them. Let them bave your 
ſtrength , your weakneſs may ſuffice bim. 
#p" the beſ# of dayes, your florideſt 
and brit Pirits to the Deſtroyer 5 
and reſerve your dnller phlegm , the Caput 
mortunm of your old age, the very ſethmngs 
of the laſt running of your time for your 
Saviour, Be ſure you ireaſure up 41 much 
wrath ar you can here, and then doubt not 
but you ſball le well hereafter, Be but 
ape ſervant to the Fleſh and the Devil 
you live, and then confidently expe? 
Heaven for your _ when you dye. 
But muſt not they be quite _— 
laken of ingenuixy a id right judgemen 
who cither give or take ſuch Sivices 
F 2 I need 
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need not further di »aſtr 

neſs of it : nor ae po any thog more | 
to prepare the way to theenſuing T | 
tiſe, having ſufficiently evinced the great 
importance of the ſubje&ts whereof th 
treat. That therefore they be a 
ſucceſsful as uſeful, is the —— | | 


F, Reyner. 
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ſpans enrns 


JPROPERTIES 


OF THE 


| Righreous. 


Plalm 92. 14. 


They ſhall ftill bring forth fouit in old age, 
| | p ere» and green, or flourifbing. 


HESE words are confide- 
rable, both as to their matter 
and form. 

I. The Matter, wherein we 


have, 

1, The Perſons, They, The rightcous 
mentioned in verſe 12. whole ſpi- 
ritugl condition as they live in 
Gods Houſe, or under his Ordi- 

F 4 nances, 


HE 


»* 


* ances, the Plalmiſt ſets forth & 
2 continued Metaphor , dra & 
ffom Trees, in that and thet 
following Verſes. : 
2. The Properties of theſe perſons 
deſcribed by the qualities of good 
Trees, which are three, | 


Inreſpett ot4Sap, to be tat. 
,CColour,to he gr 


So ſhould Gods people be, 


Tap, to be full. 


1. Fruitful in Converſationor Du 
ties. 
2. Fat in Diſpoſition or Graces. 
2. Green in Profeſſion ook ers 
3. The Seajon of theſe pr 
and that is continual, laſt fo : 
the time 'of their vlanggiag] 
Gods Houſe, implyed inthe w 
fill, even untill and in ql -age 
There ſhould: be no ir emi ON, 
nor ceſſation in the Sar ucts 
fication. This together with tt 
fatneſls and greermeſs 7, ſhou 
continue ll death eo ; 
them. {1 Yu 
[I 


bY _ 


ht [1. Asto the Forwof the words, they 
4 have in them the force, both 
ewe 1. Of @ Precept, a Declaration what 
y: ' the Righteous ſhould be, what is 
ONS the duty of thoſe that are plant- 
ood et in Gods Houſe,hamely, to grow 
and thrive, to be frumtul, fat and 
flouriſhing. And, , 
. Of Promiſe; * that they ſhall be 
ſuch, as being under that graci- 
ous Providence, which thall make 
the Ordinances eftcual to them 


for thoſe purpoſes. 


Iu DoGrize1. The firſt Dodtrinethen from 
theſe words,is, That God will bave bis 

| ( the plants in his Houſe ) ts be fruitfad, 

þ They muſt both bring forth fruits, and 

es M abound in them. For the word in the 

oa Original, Which our Tranſlatios renders, payyy 

C. Ball bring forth fruit, (ignifies allo abound- 

xd ing,'or bringing forth abundance. 

el Branch 1. They muſt bring forth fruits, 

pal 052; theſe following. 

th rt. Dutics of Picty for the glorifying 
of God and ſaving their own Guls , lio- 
cerely, fervently and frequently pertorm- 
£d; as Praying, Reading, Hearing , Me- 
ditating, _—_- of Pſalms, Oe. 

ol þcaatl 2. Duties 


2. Duties of righteouſneſs and charit 
to men, to their + | | 

1. Bodies, in feeding, clothing, har- 
bouring and viſiting then 1n they 
diſtreſies. 

2. Souls, Io inſtructing, admoniſhing, 
reproving,' comforting, encou- 
raging them in. Gods wayes. 

3-Eſtates, Not only in juſt dealing, but 
in lending, giving , ſupplying, ſympa- 
thizing with them as there is occaſion, 
Yea; and this to Enemies too, feeding, 
loving and blefling them, and oyercoming 
evil with good. 

4- To the publick ſtate of the Church 


of <p 44 yers, faſting, purſe, friends, 


pains to advance the publick goad. 

3. Duties of Sobriety to themſelves in 
the uſe of the Creatures, and comforts 
they enjoy,as meats, drinks,” apparel,&&c. 
and in all outward conditions, both bet- 
ter and worſe, which God brings them 
into, whether plenty or poverty , ad-' 
vancement or debaſement , honour or 
diſhonour. 

4. The Ads of all Graces, as of faith, 
patience, meekne(s, ſelf-denya}, @c. And. 
of all ha'y aficctions, as love, fear, zeal, 
' Joy, grict. t,4161 

Branch 11, 


*, Broneb kT. Gods plants muſt abound 
fruit: I not only bri 
ſach Fruits for kind, as are before Wo 
down, but much of them for quantity. 
The Trees of Righteouſnels muſt bear 
abundantly, he loadned with fruits of 
piety, charity, &c. Hence the Apoſtle 
prayes for Philippians, Chap. 1.171. 
that they bt be' filled with the fruits 
pa" of whois, oy And for the Colſſrmms, 
on. Chap. 1. 10. That they zvight walk wor- 
ng, thy. of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruit- 
ing f#/ in every good work, And heexhorts 

the Corinthians, to be alwayes abounding in 
chY the work, of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
ds, The Reaſons why the Righteous muſt 

; Þ and ſhall be fruitful, are, 
in Reaſon |. Becauſe thisis the End of all 
rts Gods pains , . colt 'and patience to- 
"c. wards them, to make them bring forth 
et- © both good fruit, and good ſtore of rt. 
-m | For. therefore are theſe Trees of Righte- 


d- ; 
or I. wel plamed, both in an excellent 
ſtock, and; ip a very fertile ſoil. | 
h, B | 1: In an excellemt flock, even Chriſt the john 592 3 
* #rae ine 3 the Tree of Life, from whom all 


- our fruit"is found, Hoſ. 14.8, We are 
rare Rom. 11,24. that we Gentiles 
were 


were cut .outof theQlive Tree/which is 
wild by nature, and are:grafted- cor 
trary to Nature into a'good'Qlive Tree} 
Chriſt, of whoſe rout ''and+ fatneſs. w#& 
partake, [N32 70 2 ii 
2. In a very fertile foil ,' inthe Houſe 
or the Courts of God-, as it is 1 the 
Verſe before the Text: | or in” his:Vine; 
yard; as the Phrafe is elſewhere, that is, 
in his Church, the'ground on which: he” 
hath beſtowed moſt culture, and whicly 
he hath enriched with rhe greateſt ad© 
vantages of fruitfulnets , a where the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs : diſpenfeth) his? 
brighteſt beams and choiceſtuntiuences. \ 
2. They are wel/-watered withithe'dew. 
of Heaven, with ; ſhowers of bleffing; 
with $70x#\{treanls,, which: make glad the. 
City of God , and: nuke. truitfub' che 
Trees of the Lord; with thoſe: waters 
of the Sanuary, the Ordinancesof Gad, 
which, if faithtully diſpenced, andcare- 
fully improved, are great means of fru- 
aifying. In this reſpect the godly man * 
is hike to a Tree planted;:by the Rivers 
of water, that brings-forth: his fruit in, 
his ſeaſon. - , Fo this end, Doftrine drops; 
as the rain,. and. diſtills ;as the dew up 
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on kim, -- 2.11 .:%X of bas 
'g.' They 
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":4IFhey' are 'well fenced2with - a hi 
an frog ot Dis mathe 
The Lord compaſlles them: about with fa- 
votir; Pſalm 5.12-:He 1s their Defence 
arefuge fromthe ſtorm, a ſhadow. from 
the heat; Ie-25. 4. IS 

-4.'They are well pruned by afflictions, 
to Jop off fackersand ſuperfluous brat- 
ches, 'Jobn. 15: 2.''' Every branch in. me 
(ſaith Chriſt ) that beareth fruit', my Fa- 
ther-purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 


fruit. - Gods chaſtiſements, though grie- 


_ for _— do rounder ag yield 
the" peaccable fruit of righteouſneſs ;-+tO 
them that have been exerciſed. thereby, 
Heb. 12; 11.'Many may ſay of the fruit of 


_ 


vi 
Iſa. 5. 2. 


their ſouls , as Foſeph did of i the fruit ' of 
bir body when he had his ſecond Son © 


Ephraim," Getw4 5.52. God hath made 
ae fruitful in the Land of ' my affiittion. 

25." They care: well lookt to night and 
day, with a watchful eye of Ptovidence, 
even'of the Keeper of' Irael, who nenher 
ſlumbers'norileeps. - His eyes are upon 
them:from -one/ end 'oF the. year to the 
other for good. | 


64 They are well waited on. So doth 


God long after his childrens ripe fruits, 
that he is ſtill ſending his ſervants, or 


rather 


- - 
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racer coming himſelf time afte 

to ſee what fruits grow-on their b by. " 
and to receive or gather-them: + Thi 
is intimated in the Parable of- rheFr 
tree, Luke 13. 7. Behold. theſe three Jour 
1 come ſeeking fruit, &c. Godi\ſceks fru 
on his Trees , and he comes often, and: 
long for it, year after year. He: hath 
great- patience to ſtay fort, which aty 
gues he hath a great deſire to receive 
it. Chriſt is often coming down.ints the 
Garden of Nuts, that is, the Church, to lee 
how his plants take and bear; t0,/ce' 


freits of the Valley, whether the Yine flows 
has and the Pomegranates bud, Cant. 6:11. 


ther his _ th and his Spi pice, and} 


there, on his pleaſant fades, Chap. 
+ I0.65.1. 6.2. 
-” theſe fix things conſidered, God 
make his people Judges in the. caſe, 
W t could have been done more” fc 


them that he hath not done? as we facid © 
tm doing in 7a. 5. 3, 4. TER 


well-watering,well-fencing, &c. all 
Wells on Gods part, ingage us to bear 
fruit well : Which therefore: God 


Mar.21.34 pany exped to receive from us. For 


plants a Vineerd, and cats wot of the f 
thereof © 1 Cor. 9.7. and that 3n forthe! 
meaſure 
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IY meaſure proportionableto-his great-coſt 
hl and pains. . And God. is, wont by theſe 
KY means | to - produce fruitfulneſs 1n his 
; le. 

Reafor LT. Becauſe its an honour to 
God, and a very acceptable fight toſee 
his 5 you m_ — my Fatber 
, that ar ewch frait, Joha 
—_ Being led with the finits of Jo 
WY iconſreſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt , unto 
ll the glory and praiſe of God, Phil. 1. 11. 
And fruittulneſs in every good work is 
SY theway to walk worthy of the Lord to 
all pleaſing, Col. x. 10. 

Reaſon 111. Becauſe it is the greateſt 
1d praiſe and commendation: of the godly, 
ap. Yo be full of goodneſs and good works, 

Kom. 15.4. As it is of Fields to be full 

of Graſs and Corn, of Trees to be full of 

fruits. Yea, itis a credit to their pro- 
feſhon, an ornament and honour to Re- 
J'igion. - For the ueſs. and plenty of 
the fruits or performances of Profeſlors, 
proves to the world , the truth, good- 
neſs, power and efficacy of the Religion 
they profeſs. For this 1s the Rule to try 
Religions by : Te ſhall know them by their 
wits, Do men gather Grapes of Thorms, or 
Figs of Thiſiles, &c. Matth. 7+ 16, 1 720 8. 
at 
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- That 'Religion<in reaſon muſt ' needsby 
beſt, the profeſſors whereof bring forth 
beſt fruits, even of holineſs and ri | 
ouſneſs, and thoſe in abundance. "0 
Reaſon | V . Becauſe this is the way for 
Chriſtians to be exemplary, to ſhine-as 
lights before men, and to provoke others 
to imitation. For a fruitful life is a 
amiable.and beautiful obje&, and iſo may 
well be taking with ſuch as ſtand and 
look upon it. -\ 
For theſe Reaſons, as God may well 
command his peoples fruittulneſs,, ſoh 
will be ready to promote it. ls 


OR Mean ad af ds. 5 ed inns! Lai 6 , 


— 


UſeT. Here then is matter of Humiliaz 
tion to all Gods people for their, ©! «1 
I. Degenerateneſs in bringing forth 
\ * evil fruits. 14 
' 2. Barrezneſs of good fruits. mM 
I. Degenerateneſ7, in bringing forth evil 
fruits 3 as negle&t of Ordinances anddus 
ties, both in eſteem, attendance on, /andj 
profiting by them, inſtead of fruits c 
piety. Uncharitableneſs, hard-hearteds; 
neſs; paſſion, oppreſſion, revenge, inſteads# 
of fruits of charity and righteouſneſs3 
Sellecking, and minding only our owl 
thiogs,inſtead of ſelf-denyal m—_—_— v5, 
” & S e . 
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:piritedneſs-'” Pride, vanity, exceſsinthe 
ule. of Creatures, impatience in the 
change of our condition, &c. inſtead of 
humility; ſobriety, patience. The put- 
tivg forth of many corruptions in the 
room of Graces. Let thoſe that be ene 
ed in Gods houſe, examine their hearts 
and lives well, and they: ſhall find good 
ſtore of ſuch Wormwood and Hemlock, 
ſuch bitter fruits there 5 which they have 
cauſe to be deeply ſenſible. of, and hum- 
bled for. © Frees of nature (that are 
ſenſeleſs-and reaſonleſs) may ſhame and 
condemn Trees of Grace, (that have 
ſenſe, reaſon and Religion in them) in 
'that thoſe bring forth fruit according to 
their kind, (whereupon - Chriſt grounds 
his ſpeech that @ Tree is known bz hbns F rutt, 
oF Matth. 224.43.) but theſe many times 
= eh tt Laiie.comrary to their kind 3 
vVig the Trees of-Righteouſnets, fruits of in1- 
uy quity 3/ which very 11] become them, and 
"F are as unſeemly. as for a Vine to bring. 
forth Thorns, or a Fig-tree, Thiſtles. . Its 
F a$41l-a Gght as may be to fee a Child of 
Slight do any works of darkneſs: to: fee a 
2 circumſpedt walker wander out of the 
my way;-or Sprofeſior of Religion confotm-'» 
J ing bim or ber: ſelf to the world. © [This 
ITE G 


s. overturns*- 
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overturns/ the tourſe both-of nature and; 
e, when good Trees bring forth evil 
Pits, Hereby we both bear falſe witneſs” 
againſt our ſelves, giving others reaſon 1d 
account our Trees naught, becauſe the” 
fruits are bad that grow trom them. And; 
we give great offence to God ourplanter, 
who is much diſpleaſcd to ſee ſuch as he 
hath planted @ woble Vine, thus to turn igs 
to the degenerate plant of a flrange Vine unta" 
him, Fer. 2. 21. When Gods people whoſe 
namehe had called a green Olive-tree, fait 
and of goodly fruit, brought forth evil fruits! 
of leudneſs and Idolatry, he was ſo ins 
cenſed that he kindled a tire thereon, and 
would not allow their branches any 
to ſpread themſelves in his Courts, Jer. 112 
1.5, 16, 17. So when oppreſſion 2th 
bis pleaſant plant (the men of ) ar 
bir Vineyard (the houſe of 1/rael) brough 
forth wild grapes, he reſolves to lay it wall 
and. to command the clouds not- to rai: 
upon it, t/a. 5. 6,7. # 
2. Barrenneſs of fruits is to: bet 
bewailed. Being ſeldome in holy duties 
and-not very ferious and fervent in them* 
Bringing forth fruits not to God, but to; 
' our ſelves. Notpittyiog, fu od 
ing; athers what we can... ' Berbg poor” ns 
3» prayers 
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rayers and” mdeayours for advaricin 
dare! and diverting of —— 
cilmincs..'' Patting forth few atts of 
Grace, and driving but. a ſmall trade of 
Chriltianity. So rhat we may take up 
the Prophets- complaiit concerning our 
ſelves; which he uttered in another ſenſe, 
Mich: 7.'r.- Woe it me, for 1 am 4s when 
they bit gathered the ſummer fruits, as the 

leanrngs 0 the vintage, when a man 

$ for a clxſter of grapes, but can find 
more to eat 5 or if any, but thin ſtrewed, 
here orit/and there one.” Let us conſider 
kow we ' by our bargenneſs fruſtrate 
Chriſts appointment and ordinatiof of ws 


rs be thus fpeakshe as a Vine 


this bra fa John 15: 16: [havechoſer 

Jon" atid ordained you that ye ſhould bring 

b fra, &ce. And how ill do werequite 

the Lord forhis great coft and pains with 

vs? How little bath God of honour, the 

Goſpel of credit, our ſelves of commen- 

dation, and others of benefit by our exani- 

ple? And how much reaſon do- we give 

2 God'either ro remove the means of fruit- 

© fulneſs, or to deprive us_of our ſtanding 
Jl wider them? 

as Ii. Let us then be exhorted to bring 

forth fruits, even ſuch as become rhe "Pack 

pEogeyes G 2 we 


Alotives, 


Habak. 3. 


'7* yield no meat : though the flock ſhould 


Setvation. 
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we are "aedin Qhrites .the voil' w 
meare gra Gofgs houſe ; the;{bawe < 
bleſlings we are w an with, Gads.. IO 
dinanccs 3 the, planter whole; Trees, 
are, God "bimſelf : ; and, the kind; 
Trees. we are, Trees of Rig te wel 
And Jet us bear fruits yn. abungance, 14 
that according to the means afforded. 
whereby, and the time wherein to... bi 
fruitfull. And the more, to quicken 
hereto, let us confider that if we bei 
ful in good works, . 

I. Then God will ble all our oth 
TOS. 3% bodys ground, (xteel, De k 

2. Then we ſhall be full of and com 
fort; pevagle: ewe (hall eat of gg of © 
doings, 1/z. 3. 10. which, were..the 
goog would bs STO us-IN oy at 
end,. Yea then however chingsgo,,t 
our Trecs ſhould nos bloſſome, \an 


S 


off from the fold, and there; he no 
the Ralls, yet (with Habakkuk) we mig 
rejozce tm the Lord. and joy in the God of 
© 3. This may be a means to eſcape ten 
poral: ſtroaks. |. For as /God,co q 
that ELL trees ſhould = 
own, 


,4 


LE en ae eat Aon mwwmmnony eo nb rt uo o ACER TT 


# Sy "4 
= L 


down; no niot in War, Dext. 25. 194/29. ſo 
whenthelene to how down thoſe degetic- 
rTate/plants thie' inhabitants * of Jernſales 
(where pride had budded-and violernce' was 
riſes up info 4 rol of wickedneſs ; ) he mark- 
ed out ſuch as had the ftutts 'of righteouf- - 
nels Hanging” on them,' and gave the'de- 
ſtroyers charge not to ſtir or come near 
them 5 "'Pzrk. 9. 4,- 6. And. ſeeing 
Pliladelpbis; one of the ſeven Chirches 
planted 1 Jie, was To well' robt- 
&d'as tprconhtiue firm and- immoveable, 
and bore'fo wth, as rtharChriſt found-no 
fault with'/her,-he promiſed to ſecure her 
from - that "geheral * {torm;, which ' was 
_ upon "the Churthesy Ath. 3. 
» 10. AC IEC ; 

% 4 This Wwil-greatly * further our ac- 
oonnts,/ and increaſe Gur-yeward againſt 
theday'of retkonirtg! Foras we abound 
ingood fruits, ſo fruits abound to our ac- 
count, Phils iq2727. God wHl give every 
one:agcording'to the friiit of his doitigs, 
Fer,'32:19: He will reward ns according 
our works : then the thore work" for 
God, the morereward from him, There- 
fore Pax! 'perſwades the Corinthians 'all- 
wayes to aboundin the work of the'Lord, 
(-5.op e they knew their labour was not 
17 - G3 M 


in.vainin the Lord. If wel 'e our fn 
unto holineſs, we ſhall have woo 
laſting life, Ke. 6. 22, And that may hþ 
ſufficient to incourage and ingage us, 4 
the greateſt fryitfulnels, ſince at will > 
abundantly recompence it. _, | 
5. How fruitful are the wicked in ; ; '. 
wayes of fin and iniquity,.and ſhall agþ 
the righteous be ſo in the wayes of C . 
and the exerciſcs of God)inels ? be 
incQuragements have the wicked to. 
fruitfulneſs, comparable to; thoſe, whi 
the righteous have to theirs ? How vile 
the fruit of the one, and, how bitter wal 
"I < powers the ay How, pretious is that 
the gther, and how {ſweet inthe 
1:Jne ? bh 
6. Barrenneſs in ſuch Trees as arr re 
planted in Gods houſe, in thoſe that -lave? 
under Gods Ordinances, (hall bepuniſt od £ 
with everlalting deſtruton, When 
7ohw Baptiſt Preached repentance in the ; 
Wilderneſs of Judea, he tellg'bis hearers* 
that Now #he axe is laid tothe root of tht 
Trees : therefore every tree which: bringeth 
wot forth good fruit, is hewn down. aud cal « 
into the fire, Matth. 3. 19.aud 7. 19.: When | 
God plants Meg and Woes in his Vi 
yard, placeth them where the Cob. 3 


+4 
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We : 
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or 0, he aye an ax&'to the root-of 
þ ir Tree, ring them a time (as he did Lake 13 
the F three years) for bearing s, 5. 
fruit, andif they bear not fruit within 
Y that time, he will cut them down, becauſe 
| oy ave the ground, and calt them 
Y into fre nnquenchable, Think thus ; If 
[bebarren in Gods houſe, I am a burden 
to the place where I live, and take up 
that room which a fruitful plant mighr 
ftandin. Woe is me, I may (ar curreny 
down, ard caſting out of this houſe, "this 
of God every day. Better be 
in ay part of the world than here. 
Betternever have been'a plant,” (a riem- 
ber of a viſible Church )' yea never born, 
than live barren. If I had any faſten 
to Chriſt, my batrenneſs cuts me quite oft 
as'adead branch. For Chriſt faith,” Joh, 
'15.'2. Every branch in me, that beartth 
not fruit , be' (1. ce. my Father) taketh 


away. 
y Now if theſe conſiderations or motives 
©Y excite any fincere deſires of fruitfulteſs, 
= the Mears to attain it may be theſe fol- 


lowing, 

BL be Certs be cut out of the Crab-ſtock 
of nature, the Wild-olive, Rom. Ir. 24, 
in which while 'you remain ( whileſt 16 
a G 4 an 
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e condition.) you, ik 
bring forth only ſawre, wild-and{ bit | 
fruits, grapes of gall and bitter cluſters, "8 © 

if 


an unregenerat 


= 


2. Get to be grafted-into' Carilt: thi 
good Olive, topartake of his-root .and fat V 
neſs, which is the chief cauſe of all fruit £ 
fulneſs, Joh. 15. 4, 5. 4 the, branch can 
mot bear fruit of it ſelf, except it abide. nll v 
the Fine : no more can ye, except ye abide.in 
ae. Tamthe Vine, ye are the branches, 8c 
without me (or ſevered from me) ye «a8 
do nothing. Weſhould get ogr nature 
mnioutded anew in Chriſt, Here the ſtack 
.mult changethe graftinto 450wn naturg 
Fill then we cannot bring forth fruits t 
God. Make the Tree good; them the ſiuit will 
begood, Mat, 13:33) wp ooh 
;.- 3. Suck and draw.daily much ſpiritual 
Juice and ſaphy faith,and 1nlar defires' 
from Chriſt in. and by the 'Qrdinance 
From him at the body ( and ſo.al his 
branches) having nouriſhment miniſire 
Fnereaſeth with , tbe increaſe of, God, Col. 
2.19- Joh.41. 16. By this means belies; 
yersabide in Chriſt, cleaying faſt ro bimY].. 
| by faith, and he abides in them, by. he® 
Jnfluence of, his (picit and grace, and, fp; 
they are,coabled to bring; forth. 
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fruit, 79h. 1 5, 5; which place carr 
Fad 8 Feat” p force | 
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force of 2 promiſe, that ſuch- as adhere © 
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Ao Chriit ſhall be fruitfull 3- he will make 
them ſo : for 'he there takes upon hia- 
ſelf the title. and relation of the true 
Vine, and therefore will not fail to.per- 
form the part of the: generous Vine: to 
his firm branches, in-1mparting fap and 
vigour to themto make them fructifie. 
-., This brings/me to the fourth Means: 
| 4 Lay. hold on promiſes; of fruitful+ 
neſs, and particularly on the Text. For 
as its Gods pleaſure that his/people being 
& planted in his houſe, ſhould be fruitful, 
Y fat and flouriſhing, ſo its his promiſe char 
6Y they ſball beſo. He may let the wicked 
4 ſpring, and ſpread, and flouriſh as to their 
t ral condition; v.9.0f this 9 2.Pſalw. 
but he will-;cauſe the-righteous to grow 
and proſper,to be full of fruits, ſap and 
© as to'their {piritual.” And that 
to, ſhew that, the Lord, is upright, that 
there 45+ no, unrighteouſneſs in him, no 
equality .in his diſpenſations : but that 
it ſtill goes well with the Righteous, and 


ml. Gog. tenders their proſperity, in a pecu- 


manner; and that they have a far grea» 


F ter fhare of his favour and bounty, ard | 


are in a'much better condition than the 
wicked (how flouriſhing. ſoeyer ). if we 


THO", conhder 


% 


coniice- clade vens par. God d 


much more for their inward man than 
the others outward : and he will do 
for the vindication of his own rightec 
nels. In Hoſ. 14.5, 6, 7. God promitet 
—_—_— ( frudtifying ) AT _ 
ſhould ome as the Liby, 
: le, whe fnld bw 16 trees of Le 
. vent have the beauty of Nolineſs 
ſtability i in the faith. Their branches 
ſpread, their knowledge and grace ins 
creaſe; their activity for God and thier 
own fouls, and their charity to mep: £ 
_ extended and reach farther. Thevt 
beauty ſhould be as the Olive, compoſed of 
ant freſhneſs of profeſſion and 'of 
fruitfaineſ in converſation, anſwerable 
to the PRO of _ Tree, whoſe 
reenne(s1s perpetual and fruit v 
Leable, This ſhould be as ons 
as: that of the odoriferous' Trees and 
Herbs which grew there, or #hthr 
_— —— 


* Exck. 20. Was of the belt fort, ver. 7. Their {piri-, 


"Ply 


41 and they themſelves perfume the Ly, 


4'- tual facrifices, their prayers, prarſi 


es, 
+ almes, and works ſhould be an odour 
of « ſweet ſmel} in the noſtrils of God 


where they live with their gracives 
com- 


/ 


—— 
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| nication and example , and leave 
yY & well-ſcented whenthey dye: 
P: Pi fe  Onw grow 
F P's that is, as Come well ob(erve, 
tas the Corn (ſuffering much tram 
rol, Hail, Snow, Tempeſt, licth for 
as it were in Winter, but at the re- 
turn of the Sun, in the Spriog zeviveth 
and yicldeth a great increaſe + And as 
= yo a-a being pruned and lopptd, not 

cads again, but hereby deokind 

wore Aewrul ſo God promſcth that 

oy though cnduring ſharp .and 
Goon ſhould have a reviving 

_ > pf pra alſoa thriving by them, 
their fruits ſhould be more and bet tex. 
In the laſt he adds, ver. 8, That 
He hiznſclf ie liks @ green Fir-tree , for (har 
dineſs - he is, their ſhade, on their right 
hand-, their | covert and defence from 
evils : and not only ©,; but he is alſo the 
root and ſpring of all thei , even 

of that they do, as well as of that the 
have, From him is their fruit found. It 
CE ene by the finely af 

vigour, by upply 
>< Yagged red ark fruits are hats 

which therefore they are wy = 

pect from hire, and may cankdently, ſeen 
. mg 


ing/ be hach--made fo-free Olfers"'9g 
Promiles thereof. See#felB4:i 11.1 
21, 6. & 23. 17. Exch, $6727, 3.4 
5.Improve Sabbaths, thoſe dayes oft 
Sun of righteouſneſs, thoſe lightſome a 
growthſome umes,thoſe ſolemn opport 
nities -of receiving Divine- influenty 
Make muctvof chem , a, frpors heed & 
lohng an -6t them, This 92. Pſuln i 
itiruled a þfatm or Song for the” Sbt 
Day, and it' ſecms ro'er forth the vx 
of Gods In{titution and our obſervatic 
of it, both in'reſpe& of God ; 'toprai 
him tor his mercics , and/rmedirace- on hi 
works, v. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, @c-Andinrefped 
of our ſelves, thatwe niapgrow in grace] 
and be (rvicful in obediegce, the furs 
therance whereof, is theiund 'of all the 
duties and exerciies of the day, and 
our- converſe with God? in' his Ordi-/ 
nances:'thereon, v.12, 13;14. 4s 
6. Depent upon God tor his 
on all che theans of fruittulnebs,: tor 
them effecual ro us -tor that purpoſe: 
Frequent Ordinances, and perform duti 
diligently, bur reſt notin your {0 doing, 
without relying on Gods blefling for'rh . 
efficacy of them, as reckoning that this 
only. can make: you frumnful under t 
al 


, 
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i your finds, axis wake? all-ohe Oraa: 
tures fra ful after heir kind ; and fo 
dex th then Gen.1,1228,God 

Ad Again and Eve, and ſaid to them, 
Aadite ame work he vidto Earth. 
he ſame wotds he uled to Noahband 
ym Gem, 9. 1. And God Almighty ble 
and make thee fruitful, Ee. ſaith Wacc 

to Jetob, Gem. 28.3. T he hileſting of God 
Foot rich inpood works, as well as in 
Ylver and Gol: if And its made over to Swe Pals. - 
the, righteous by Covenant, Gen. 12, 2, 12% 4+ 

4 py rv; « 9, 6. and they are called to 
lſſerg, x Pet. 3. 9. 

7. Make conſcience at alt your 
thoughts , words, deeds, and of all che 
motions and demeangr $ of ſoul and body, 
ta regulate them all by the word of Ged, 


that every twig of you may bring him 


ſome. fruit--  For' every of theſe bring 
forth fa#?, - cither to /ife or death, to Hea- 
ven ar HcelL'- Theretore we read in Scri- 
4 of whe  ftwit of the thoughts, Jer.6.19. 
which, it they be not good, God will 
bring evil upon the thinkers. And of the 
of the heart, Ia. 10. 12. 1 will puanfo 
wes of the ſtout heart of the King of 
a, ad the glory of bas buck ho looks. 

Ad of the fruit of the month, Prov. 12. 
12,14. 


3,14. of rhe beads, Prov. 31: 31 


Ando the doings, Jer. 17.10. 821- 
Mic. 7. 13. then fruits Loon 


on _- minds , res, ooy hs | 
our eys,cars, feet, on att che enineg _ 
of oul, and members of body, have aE 


ro order them well, that thoſe ſruits | | 
be good, Row. 6. 19, 22. * _ 


” Take all rtunities of doing 
God ſervice, Ke re  vads 


furthering your own a vation. - At 
beg of God Heavenly Wiſdom to tak 
improve all occaſions for well-dong, 
for ths is full of good fruits, Fam. 317 
ofheut of communion and largnels 
to be forward me ready to 

work , Tilur 4.1. and elpe- 


cially gales of the Sp wy of God, 
which ( like the wind Y blo upon 
the garden of our fouls, will e the 


ſpices thereof flow out, Cant. 4. - Not 
only ſpiritual Graces, but the excrciſe' 
of chem, and the performance of ſpiriru- 
al duties, are the fruits of the Spirit in 
us, Gal. 5. 22. Epbeſ.5.9. © 
9- Take 'heed of what "may hinder 
fruitfulneſsz as will any fin ellowed, _ 
particularly Hypocrifie, which is want 
' Cepth of earth, ne» caresof = | 
e 


he Sced of the Word, and keep the fruits 
ff the Spirit from thriving : and hardneG 
of . heart, which is dryuels of root, and 
o makes, the branches barren. The heart 
s the root of a man, and this root of the 

www being moiſtned with godly ſor- 
"ww, gieldeth fruit, Prov. 12.12. 
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DeGrine | 1. God will have his people 

W fruitful, yea, even in old age. 

-L. 8#i4, from the time of their 
wed 1n Gods Houſe, oa, daily and cgn- 

inually to the time of theic diſſolution, 

or removal to the Heavenly Paradiſe ; 
even, 

1. Through all the parts of life, There- 
fore Job, writes his firſt Epiſtle to 
Chriſtians of all ages, lictle chit- 
dren, young men, Fathers, z Jobs 
2.12, 13- 

2. Ih all the conditions of 
life, and the ſeveral alterations of 
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ſelf-denyal, &e. to afflictions. 
Fruits of thankfulne(s, obedience, 
' watchtulneſs, ro proſperity. 2 


recs 


Trees bring forth fruit as we 
the Winter of Adverſity, asin 
Summer 'of Proſperity. There 
not one day in a year,' nor ſea 
an hour in a day, but God ordai 
and calls us to bear ſome frui 
in one kind or other. Its rece 
ed of the Coloſſians, that the we 
brought forth fruit in them, finc 
the 3-4 they heard ir, and 
2 the Grace of God in truth, Col.1. 
£ I. Even in old age, andthat both» i 
reþe&t of Nature and Grace , will Ge 
have his people fruitful; 'as was Peter, 
2Pet.1.12. and Paxl, 2 Tim. 4.6, 7, f 
— rt hin, we 1d bh 
ro L - 9, 10. and '* 
ry jr cr & own Generation ſerved} © 
the will of-God till he fell on Nleep At © 
* Ads 12. 36. L 
Now God may well require his peo<YJ P* 
ple to be fruitful continually, and even *' 
when old ; cl 
1. Becauſe it is ſpringtime with the Y 
righteous all their life long. Foras the'Y ©! 
end of the world is the general harveſt, 4 
(& is the end' of a Chriſtian, his death, Þ} {2 
his particular one. He and all his fruits 
are not ripe till then, andrherefore wor 
291 | cut 
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reaped ol hen 4b > pow 6 he 
| ; but int 
mean while , and be ſtill beating fruit. 
Fort the fruits of the righteous are al- 
va_e in On anne the —__ 

aying cont yz caching, a 
od. uently bt hearing oh ſcaſon and 
our of feafon, of treading in Gods Book 
all our daycs; of meditating on his Law 
oighand day ; of rejoycing ever more, 
ot offering the Sacrifice of praiſe to God 
continually, of not forgetting © do good 
and to communicate, ” A 

2. Becauſe God us (till doing us good, 
and unwearicd therein, his mercics are 
new on us every morning, and he daily 
lades us with benefts, it becomes us to 
be continually laden with fruits : and that 
eſpecially feemg God 1s ever affordin 
means-of fruittulneſs, and at coſt =, 
ON pains with us to make us fruitful, which 
on uoder the firſt Dottrine hath been de- 
clared. 

3. Becauſe we owe God much fruit tor 
his care and bounty, and our branches 
are few'and (mall, ' aur bole little, our 
lapleſs, and we are able to bring tforgh 
bur a little fruit at-once ; beſides that 
the rime allotted us for fruithearitiy if 

H ſhor £ 
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ſhort : the furrows had need be bringing” 
forth fruit continually. , We have mach? 
work for God to do, and but alictle tune ; 
todoitin, and arcable to do very little” 
at once, therefore it is requifite we be 
alwaycs working, of we cannot abound. 
in the work of God, and finiſh that tas 
he bath ſet us to do. By bearing fruit dat, 
ly, we ſhall attain at length to fill up 
the meaſure of our truits,and ſo finiſh our 
courſe with joy , and receive a full re-. 
ward. When we think we have done 
all, God may have more and new work} 
for usto do. 

4- Old age ſhould abound in ripe 


fruits , becauſc that is meow age, and: 
hath yy ana, above youth, as, 


1. Large Experience what it is to 
bring forth fruits, and what either, 
hinders or furthers the ſame, that 
may teach them the art of fruit- 
bearing. 

. Long time, to take deep roots 
downwards, to ſhoot forth many. 
and great boughs upward, and. 
to ſuck in FL. 5 of juice and 
{ap from Chriſt, Wn 

We ce then, that God may juſtly xe- 


guire his people to be conſtantly brug: 
| 7 59. 


# 
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ful, even bee end of their lives; and 
he hath no, leſs graciouſly promiſed to 
make chem fo, ab He re: ſo in Lake 1: 73, 
7415: where we read of his Oath , 
woul# grant unto uf, that we, being 
delivered owt * the hands of our ememies, 
might ſerve him without fear, in holineſs end 
oF _— before bim, all the dayes of our 
Pant affures the Theſſalonians 
the core of Gods faichfulnefs, thar 
God would fanftifie them wholly, and 
preſerve their whole Spirit, foul and bo- 
dy blameleſs unto the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 The. 5. 23. Scc the 
td t Cor, 1. 8, Phil, 1.5, 
Ng onfident of this very thing ,, that he 
bath begun a good work it you , will 
perform it until} the day of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now God will render his fervants, 
continually, perpetually frurt'ul ( name- 
ly, ſach'ss continually depend on him on 
that account ) for theſe Reaſons. 
\ 1. Toſhew the energy and power of 
)Þ his Grace( that vital and fruftifyi «. prin- 
nd 
J ciple it” the ſoul ) which ts evi- 
ce in' maintaining a conſtancy of 
A ol and that even inthe hard- 
et , the ſharpeſt and moſt 
unfavourable ſeaſons, notwithſtanding all 
H 2 bara: 
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hinderances, difficulties, difadvantagp 
even 'in the raging heat of perſecutiaq 
the nipping, blaſts of temptation or oth 
affictions, and the dead time of old a 
when the ſtrength and vigour of natuy 
fails, and its fruitfulneſs ceaſeth. _- * 
.2- To bring the more honour to. his 
own name, John 15.8. The more fruit; 
the more glory; the more and longer his 
people abound in good works, the great- 
er honour redounds to God, Mat. 5.' 16 
whereas it would be no little diſhonour 
to that great Husbandman ,(as he is ſtylec 
Zohn 15.1. ) it his choice plants, whict 
he hath ſeparated from others, and & 
much ſets by , ſhould prove barren anc 


ceaſe 'to bear fruit : This might 1! re- 


fle&t either upon his ſkill 'or his care. 
Therefore, he having fruitfulneſs at com- 
mand, will be ever ready to advance it 
inthem, and will not ſuffer them to dye 
fruitleſs. 

3. To manifeſt the conſtancy of his 


love to them , which fades not: with 


time, decayes not with age. God loves 
them to the end, and becauſe he doth ſo, 
and that it may appear he doth ſo, he will 


make them fruitful tothe end, | Hisren- 


der affe&tion tg his people of ts £= 
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| him to-be the ſame to them in old age 
that he had been afore-time, and to car- 
ry them even to hoary hairs, 1. 46. 4. * 
Gods care/ and regard to the righteous 
doth not decline with their years. They 
ſhall have not only the former, but the 
latter rain of Gods Grace and blefitng ro 
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it make them frudtifie, and be green even 
his when: gray, and their: (ouls fi and flon- 
at-M riſbiog, even when theig bodies are like 
16. a dty Tree, wizzened and hollow with 
zur age, 

lee 4. Yo fit them for Heaven. For God 
ich doth but nurſe up the plants of rightte- 


ouſneſs in his Courts, Garden /{-or Vine- 
yard here, to prepare them for that-Pa- 
re-f radiſe of God. Now they will not be 
re. fit for that excellcnt ſoil, if they be not 
mY fruitful till and at their remove. For 
it Y their-bringing forth good fruits, is the 
ye} conditionof and preparative to their be- 
iovg tranſplanted thither. So thatif Gad 
is B ſhould not be ready to further then 
th therein, and to afford requiſite ſup» 
” ies, he ſhould be wanting to that great , 
bel he hath in the world, the fitting 
of hischoſenfor Heaven, and the bring- | 
n-Y ing of them to it. i 
ed wy, Fuck Reaſons might be added, but EF 


ſhall ' now ſubjoyn the Application, 

. - Maſt thole that are planted in ' Gods: 
Houſe , that enjoy means of Gracey 
be fruitful ſtill, and even when.'old, 
theo, " 
Oſe1. This : reproves three ſorts of 


rions, | 

I, Thoſe that have not yet begun ta 
bear 'fruits ( fruits of repentance. or. re- 
formation) though they have , lived long 
under the Ordinances : only they reſolve 
to do it hereafter ; their time of fruit- 
bearing is not. yet come. Ler ſuclf, | 

1, Compare their caſe with, .that.of 
the barren fig-tree, when Chriſt came. to 
look for fruit from it, Mark 11.13. 4ts. 
time of fruit was not yet. The time that 
it ſhould have brought forth: fruit was 
come , but not the time that it did 
bring forth. In procraſtioating and'de+ 
ferring your repentance and amendment 
of life, you in effet lay , my time-:.of 
fruit is not yet, as the people in Heg+ 
g4i's time ſaid, The time is mot cone, this 
the Lords Houſe ſbonld be built,  Hag. 1.2 
But take heed, leſt, as the time was come 
and gone that God had ſet for the: fijge- 
tree to bear fruit in , © the- ſpace ;alr 
lotted you. for fruit-bearing be neax,ex- 
paired. 2. Con- 


_ - 
. 


| ; * 
*</ 2, Conifider, that though you deferr 
growing {tric and holy till a further 
time, and think you "may do ir foon 
enough hereafter : yet Chriſt may inter- 
poſe by a curſe of barrennels, yea, by 
a ſentence of deſtrufion, between your 
reſolutions and the execution of them: 
to © becauſe you have been barren fo long, 
e- and could not find time all this while 
og to bear any fruits, therefore never fruits 
ve | grow on you hereafter,no not When yort 
t- have a purpoſe to be fruitfal , A2arrh:; 

Y 21: 19. And what follows next, but 
of | cat © thew down , -why cumber they the 
oY ground?” 
tr 2. Thoſe © that” have brought forth 
at F ſome fruits formerly, but defitt. They 
as FF for a time feemed zealous, forward , 
d FF ſtrid; reformed mach, did many things 3 
e- Y but afterwards loſe their temper , leave 
nt F their ftricneſs, grow carnal in Spirit, 
of JF looſe ig carriage, negligent in duties, of 
2» what they do that is good, its but by 
& F firs, when wakened by aidtions, or ſome 

we Sermon Oc. but atterwards 
, , wither, fit ſtill. Ler ſuch . 


x; That fuch ficklene in duties isthe 
high-way ta fall tro flat barrennefs at 


H 4 length, 


lengrh Unſctledneſs in good. duties indi 
ſpoſethto fruitfulngfs. - - = 

2. If Chrilt come to ſeek fruit from 
you (- as he did to tbe fig-tree whileſt 
barren )) at ſuch a time whileſt you have 
only leaves on you, what may you fear 
but the curſe of barrenneſs and doom 
of cutting down. 

3. This is the way to be twice dead, 
( once before your profcfhion, and fince 
| by your 'declenſion,) and: fo pluckt up 

A by theroots, Jude 12. ,. . 3. 
; 4+ If you leave off fruftifying: naw; 
you loſe all you haye done, John Ep= 2.18: 
2 Pet. 2. 21. 1t had been better for you a20t 
fo have known the way of righteonſne(s. than 
er you have known it to turn from the 
oly commandment delivered to you. 

5. Let ſuch as were- forward profeſ- 
ſors in their younger years, but are 
barren, ſapleſs, withered in old age, de+ 
cayed in their afte&ions , charity, cawu4 
Fage, grown reg Gor ms, icle,CFc. 
Let ſuch conſider, it old age be nos the 
next condition to the Grave; and afithey 
would not go to Heayen/out of this part 
of their Jives,and if they ought not. thert 
to labour to be ſuch in it, as thay-they 


wght with comfort depart this Jife ot 
OL 
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of it z that-is, in being; fruitful inimell- 
doing. __ muſt they not (will they? 
nall they to judgement.- out of it 3 
and what ly they anſwer to God, if 


ave they be barrenin it? They muſt give ac- 
car W count to him for all their works, even in 


om WY old age, and the Apoſtle preſcribes. du- 
ries to the aged in Ti. 2. 2,3. 
ad, 3. Thoſe-are to be reproved that are 
ce MB ſtill fruitfull and that in old age, but 
up Y frxitfel in evil ; in maliciouſnels, .cove- 
| touſneſ(s, .oppreſiion,. drunkenneſs, un» 
w. } cleanneſs, &c. Its a lamentable fight to 
8: & behold gray baizsgreen in fin. : to {ce any 
not ©} old in years' and old ininiquity, old it 
an Y adulteries, Exck. 23. 43: wrt 
(he Uſe LI. This calls on the people of God 
to look that they be conſtantly fruitful}, 
ef Y and maintain holineſs and righteoutneſs 
re & to the endot their lives. - Urge God with 
e+ Y his promiſes in this reſpe&+3 the-fulfill- 
ment of -which is to be expected in the 
way of ndance-and diligence. God 
nicks is people fruitful : but they 
mult apply: themſelves to him and wait on 
him to receive his fructifying influences; 
and take heed of ſin, which may ſtop the 
palage,-and obſtrudt. the reception of 


Let 


© Jobs. 25, 
* 


bet this brour daily exerciſe kali 


Conſcience void of offence botK toward 
God and man 3'' this our inceſlant cars 
and endeavour that none ofthe following 
part of our 'lives prove unfruitfuls that 
all the while our-breath 1s in us, we Wold 
falt our righteouſneſs, and-remove not 
our iategrity from us 3 that when we 
cometo be full of dYayes, we may be full of 
grace and good works, which will be @ 
great honour to us : For ; The hoary bead i 
acrown of glory if it be four in the way of 
righteouſneſs, Prov. 16. 31. Becauſe: the 
traits of righteoutneſs add, ſo many 
peartks to that Crown. Its the moſt hap- 
Py, honourable and cemfortable cloſe of 
a mans dayesto go loadned'to his grave 
withthofe fruits. . Then he comes there- 
to,” as Eliphaz faid to Job, like « ſhock of 
corn in his feaſoz thats fully ripe. fts a 
great credit to be old, and Yet lively and 
vigorous inthe exerciſe of grates and drfs 
ties, full of faith, of the fruits of the ſpi- 
ritaad ot experience. This ſtands 

record1n Scripture to the endleſs praiſe 
of Samwel, that in old age he” could make 
ſuch a challenge as we find in 1 Saw, 12. 
2, 3- And. of fehojadab, 5 Chron," 34. 


15, 16, whodyedold and full Eggs | 
þ * t 
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that he did in I{racl both toward: ' God 

and. ts bis houſe. - And of Zacharias 

6 & and &kiwcberb both well ſtricken in years, 
that they were both righteow before God, 

s walking in all the commandments and Ordi- 

id naxces of the Lord blamelef, Luk. x. 6, 7. 

vt BY Andof Anne, who was ofa great age, that 

EB be departed mot fFom the Temple, but ſerved 

of 

a 

#. 

f 

Ce 


God might and day, &c. Luk. 2. 36, 37: 
And- of: Awaſon, that he was a» old Dijci- 
ple, AF. 21. 16,-And of Thyatirs, that her 
laſt works were more than the firſt, Rev. 


2.19. 


j Dedrize 11 I. God will have the plants 
F. Þ in his houſe to be fat. [Now they are far 
e | when full of grace, as trees are' fat when 
- & fulbof ſap. So the Rowans were ful of 
f i goodneſs, Rom. 15. 14. Stephen full of 
a & Faith, and of the Holy-Ghoſt, A4#.6. 5- 
1 Y The Theſalowians | faith grew exceeds 
& } ingly and the charity of every ' one of them 
- | all:towards each other ®abounded, and the 
' } Apoitle' gloried/ in their patience, &c. 
4 2 I.'3, 4+ 

And as Gad hath madehis ſervants ſpi- 
/, FJ ritvally fac, that is repleniſhed them with 
, F graces fo he will do till, as may be ar- ' 
JF gueds | . 


2, From | 


CPer.s.10, 


© Eph. 1, 3; 


1, From his. promiſer. of grace.)'' Thy 
Lord will give grace. to 'themthatwall 
uprightly, Pſal. 84. 11. 'B are the 
which do hunger and thirſt: 
weſs, for they. ſhall be filled,. Matth.'g> 
Whoſoever hath, to him ſhalh be givin, and 
ſhall have more abundance, Mat. 13. 12.7 

e. In that he is ſtiled The God of all grace, 
that 1s, the Giver ct. all. 'grace 3\ He: who 
beſtows and. diſtributes all grace to: his 
people 3 all ſorts of grace, and the ſeves 
Ta] Grgreen of each tort. Who confers 
not only the beginnings of grace, but the 
increaſe and complement ar conlummati- 
on-of it. + Therefore the! Apoſtle. Peter 
makes uſe of this Title; when he puts-up 
this requeſt for thoſe to whom he- wrote, 
that God. would make ther perftedt, He. 


for whotn he,bad in the-beginging, ofthe” 


ſame Epiſtle, chap..1. ver. 2. defired: that 
grace,wight be multiplyed to them. : 


3. From that matchleſs a& of gract;the 


ſending of his Sonvnta the. World; that 


in himbe might bleſs us with all ſpiritual . 


bleſſings 3 and conſequently; with grace: 
For be is made to, ws of Gad ſandification, 


1 Cor. 1. 30. -He came that we #v:ght have 
life (that 1s,grace whichis the life ab-the | 
ſoul) and buve it more abundawtly, 


4 ' » 
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Joh; 10/10. Hegeve bimſelf for 


3 Y 


#7, that be 
might redeem ws from all Iniquity, and purific 
ME hag a peculiar people, zealous of 


'gaod \works, Tit. 2. 14. Therefore he will 


give that grace which ſhall purifie, and 
render diſpoſed to, and fruittull in good 


| works. hich is further evident from 


thoſe earneſt and importunate invitations 
of all that deſire it to come to him for it, 
Iſa. 55.1. Rev. 22.17. 

4- From his promiſing and actual giv- 
ing of the Pires of grace to his, peqple, Ez. 36. -\ 
whoſe bulineſs it is to work grace in | 3-8 
their hearts, and to ſtrengthen 1t, Epbeſ. 


ſupply of the ſpirit, Phil. 1:19. which that 
it-may be continued, the ſpirit is given to 


abide and del with the children of God, 


- Fob. 14 16. Rom. 8. 11. 


5. From his affording them the weans 
of Grace, which are chictly defigned for 
their benefit and advantage : For though 
others alſo live under them, yet the priy- 
cipalefficacy and blefiing of them is de- 
rivedonthe righteous only. Chriſt gave 
tiis Miniſters, and ſo his Ordinances, of 
which they are the diſpenſers, for the per- 
Ring of the Saints, for the edifying of 


the 


In, 
3., 16. Hence Grace is called the fruit r Job. 4 = 
the ſpirit, Gal. 5.22. Ephbeſ. 5. 9. and 7 35-2 


” & = = 


the body -of Chriſt, &c. Epbeſ. 4.F 
12,'13. ARES... 
if ir be now inquired, why God wilt 
- make his people fat in Grace, 'I'aws 
{wer, | 2 
2. That they may be fruitful in fervi 
and obedience. The ſap of grace pot 
duces and nouriſhes the fruits of rightes 
ouſneſs. The branches thatabide in the” 
true Vine, ſhall be repleniſhed with fpiri 
tual juice, that they may yield fach Wine 
as may chear God and man : that" they® 
jw be inſtrumental for Gods honout 
others good. The fuller the heart 
1s of grace, the more the life is filed with” 
ations. For outof the abundance” 
of the heart, the eye looks, the mouth 
ſpeaks, and the hand a&s. Every crei-- 
ture works according to that quality; 
which is the immediate principle of its 
action or motion 3 and it works more, or 
leſs according to the degree of irs qua 
lity, as it is weaker or ſtronger. / $0 fin- 
_ fullcreatures,men unrenewed at or move 
in finful wayes according to the- evil 
quality or bias of fin and ' corruption, 
that isin their natures 3 and the more fin 
is m their hearts, the more do their lives 
abound with tranſgreſſions, The rege-" 
nerate 
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nerate alſo,or new+crearures at or move: 
in Gods wayes according to and by the” 
grace of God, infuſed into and inberent 
in.their hearts, God concurring with 
them by his aſliſting grace. And the 
more this ſancifying laving grace abounds 
© in the ſoul, the ſtronger 1s the principle 
+ or ſtream of ſpiritual life, and ation in 
«© bem | ( which is continually fed from 
3} Chriſt the fountain of #) and the more 
\& © {crvice and obedience do they put forth 
»Y in their lives. 2 Pet. 1.8. 1f theſe things 
( that is, theſe graces named immediatel 
before ) be in you and abound, they w 
you, that ye ſhall neither be harren nor wun- 
Y fraiiful in the knowledge of owr Lord Jer 
ſw Chriſt. If you be fat in grace, you 
will not be ſpare in duties : If juicefull 
in holineſs then fruitfull in obedrence. 

2+ Not only that they may be fil of 
fruits, but alſo that their fruits way be full. 
When the Tree is full of (ap, the apples 
that: grow on it are full of juice : {a+ 
when the heart is full of grace, the du- 
4 © ties it performs are full of ſavoury re- 
liſhes and a {weet ſcent, Fat ſouls make 
: '} fat Gaerifices, far ſervices. 

3+ God will beltow on his people the 
fatneſs of grace, to bring them thereby 

to 


_wy \ : 
' 


o their fullneſs of ſtature itChriſt :-t 
which they attain by grace,. astrees y 
ſap grow up to their appointed height 
and bodies by their juices go their prope 
tallneſs, Epheſ. 4. 13. 1 

4. To ſhew 'that the Lord is upright 
m his dealings with the righteous ani 
wicked, notwithſtanding the ſeeming 

& _—_— of them : ſuffering the wick 

L Phel. 92.7, tOlpring up as the grab, to wax fat at 

 & 37.35 ſhine, to be in great power, and ſpread 
themſelves like a green Bay-tree 3 while 
the righteous are in a dry, barren, wt- 
thered eſtate in reſpe&t of their outward 
man, often lying under Gods fſtroak: 
This is the Lords doing, theſe-are tis'Y. 
wayes, and they are equal \ too, if we: 
take his diſpenſations towards the fouls 
of his ſervants into the account. , Gods 
makes the ſouls of his people fatin grace 
( which is the rareſt endowment in the: 
world, and the chiefeſt beauty of the 
+ moſt glorious creatures God ever made, 
Angels and men ) whileſt he makes their 
outward man to be lank- and lean. On 
the contrary, he feeds the bodies of wick-. 
ed men fat with greaſe, fills their coffers” 
with evidences, their purſes with gol 
and filver, thuir barns with corn, their: 
gro 
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te ounds with cattel 5. but withall ſends 
Danes into- their ſouls, which makes 

7 -them hke Pharaobs lean Ke ill-favoured, 
orlike his ſeven thin ears Vt corn blaſted 
with che Eaſt wind 5 which 1s a great 
ſoul plague. So that if we compare what 
God doth for the fouls of the righteous 
with what he doth for the bodies of the + 
wicked; and ballance both together in 
ſound-. judgement, we ſhall find the for- 
mer to counter-poiſe, yea to weigh down 
*the latter. Therefore the fatter any 
Chriſtian is in grace, the fuller of it, the 
more fully doth he ſet forth to the view 
,of the world the uprightnels of Gods 
'Y dealings. And the leaner we are in 
ve & grace, the more we expole Gods wayes 
als Y and diſpenſations towards his people to 
pd the cenſure of inequality and lunrighte- 
ce'Y ouſn 

he” For theſe reaſons God will make his 
he Y people fat'in grace 5 and for the ſame 
E, 

Ir 

In 

k- 

Try 
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reaſons they ought earneſtly to endea- -: 
vour ſo to be: which they are further ob- 
liged to, not. only by Gods commands of 
F growing in grace, 2 Pet. 3. 18. of pcr- 
Siding bolinelzin Gods fear, 2 Cor. 7. I. 
F and the like, but alſo by that rich and 
liberal provifion God hath made for this 
| I purpole, 


; C 


3 


r ©, by che ſendi of his om 
om his grace and foirie, Oc. as hat 
been before —_ which hi ohly ens 
courage, and Itrongly ingage to laboux 
after this fatneſs. 

Uſel. Then thoſe are lyable to re 
proot that profeſs themſelves the people 
of Cod, and yet are ſapleſs or lean in 
grace, when God hath made ſo much pro» 
viſion whereby they might grow- fat 
therein, Certainly you do not duly ſeek 
om for it, are not careful to fetch it it 
Surely you ply not the Throne of grace with 
fervent prayers 3 you rely not on the pre 
awiſes of grace with a ſtedfaſt faith 5 
improve not opportunities of grace wit < 
earneſt diligence 3 you maintain not cloſe 
communion with the Father and the Son 
the fountain of all grace, and do not duly 
cheriſh the motions of the ſpirit gras 
God hath made ſufficient preparation for 
your thriving, and invites you to, and 'i8 
ready to dilpenſe what is neceſlary and 
conducive thereto; and you neglect ut 
He will not be a barren wilderneſs to his 
people, nor as waters that fail + but 
you do not conſtantly apply your fel 
to him, no wonder it your root'be < 


and you want thjs ſpiritual juice. - 


& < me © 
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niay. inſtead of it, be full pf ſinful 
Rm, worldline(s, pride, palioe, en- 
vy4,&c. the very poylon and venom of 
the-old Serpent. 

The more to promote your humiliatie, 
on for this C_ leanneſs, or faple(- 
nels: Conſider, 

1; To what end God hath planted you 
in his houſe, and ym you fo long to 
enjoy the plentiful means of ſpiritual 
nouriſhment ? To what end hath God af- 
forded you Sabbath-dayes and Lefture- 
dayes, beſides other pretious opportu- 
mities by the by? To what end did he 
'continue you under, the means of Grace 
© many years, and made you ſuch feaſts 
of fat things > was it not that hereby 
you might grow fat in Grace , full of 
faith, love, meckneb, holineſs, &c. How 
will you look God inthe face when the 
account-day comes, if notwithſtanding 
theſe means, you be ſtill poor and ill- 
liking. You know . how ill-favoured 
Pharavbs lean Kine lookt, when they had 
eaten up the feven well favoured fat 
Kine, t were never the fuller, it 
could not be known that they had eaten 
I them , bur they were ſtill ill-favoured 
wat the beginning, Gez. 41. 3,21. Such 

[ 2 il- 
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ill-favoyzed ,, ill-looking | Creatures 
Gods fight-are all lean Chriſtians , Ws 
have hved unger a faithful and painful 
Miniſtry, heard many excellent _—_— 
eaten many fat Ordinances , Word 
Sacraments #and yet are never the ful 
ler, but remain ſtarvelings ſtill, and” as 
poor in reſpe&t of faith , felf-denyal, 
humbleneſs, the power of godlineſs and F ** 
a throughout retormation in their ſpirits © 
and courſes, as betore. y 
2. Confider that you are a diſgrace © 
to the Houle of God, that fat ſoil you 
are planted in, to the Ordinances you 
have lived ſo long under, to the Mint- 
{ters Gods Stewards that have broughre 


Ke 

m 

ye 
_ your appointed food from God dai-Y © 
y to fred your fouls fat in Grace.” ByY ** 
your lcannefs you in effe& proclaim to ®* 
the world, that thelce are barren, 'dry, ®* 
fapleſs things, and of no ſpiritual nou- C. 
n{hment. Further, you (hame the body ke 
of Chriſt ( it you be members of it he 
for diſproportion in members, when | Y© 
ſome are very fat , others very leans th 
great deformity. The head of that beau-! {b, 
eiful body is fat, and fo are your 
low members fat in Grace, andif yc 
lean, how do you diſgrace it. 


3. You 


3. You muſt'needs be barren in good 
works, whileſt you want that juice of 
Grace that ſhould tecd rhe fruits of well- 
doing : without it you will bedry and 
withered. It you be faplefs in your ſpi- 
rits you. will be truntlets tn your lives. 
And, 

1c. You will be but dwarfs and ſhrubs 
in Chriſhanity. Your leanneſs will 
cauſe lowneſs in fpiritual ſtature. If 
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you be.not full ot ſpiritual juice you 
«6 cannot hll up your due cimenhtions. 
_ $. You would have all fat that you 
wi} keep, becauſe things are commonly of 
"'Y worth and uſe when fat : And can 


he Y you be content your fouls, which are the 
4. chick part of you , ſhould be lean. Is it 
zyY not a trouble to {ce your children lean 
and ill-hking, notwrthſtanding they cat 

y and drink ot the beſt daily, and your 
+ © Cartel illliking though they be. well 
iy kept? And is it no grief to you toſce 
how plentifully. you are fed with hear 
yenly. to0d; and how ill you look and 
J thrive 2. May not many: a mans Cartel 
ſhame hbim-3n that when he hath put 
thep into good Gras, they have fed far 
aſhort ume: whereas God hath put 
into- the green o___ of  Ordi- 
, ; DANCES, 


* 


nances, it may be as many years as 
Catrel grazed moneths, and yerhe =_ 
tinues | —_ ſtill : Yea, may not many. 
mens badies rile up to condemn their 
ſouls, in that they grew fat ſoon: When 
as their poor fouls teed not at all, not+ 
withſtanding it may be their bodily diet 
hath been but ſpare and mean, and that 
of their ſoul more full and dainty. 

Scarchthis matter tothe bottom, and. 
be deeply humbled for it.! :And let us 
all ſee whether we have-not ſome rea» 
fon to take up that lamentation, ay leaw- 
Us. 24.16* goſe, my leannef. 


Uſe IT. Hence poor Chriſtians 
with 
por» 
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take comfort, though they have not w 
Eſaw, the fatnels of the Earth to their 
tion z- neither fat ground, nor far Catrel; 
nor fat eſtates, nor fat bodies; yet t 
may have fat ſouls, which 1s the beſt of 
all, much excelling all the former: For 
as the fatls the beſt of every thing, © 
Grace 1s the beſt of all fat. Lis far ber- 
ter to have a ſoul fat with Grace , than 
a body fat with greaſe ; .or-an eftare 
with'goods. For fatnefs forrerimes dif< 


hgures and miſhapes the aſd (1 
its features, and it — 
10 and vakit for ation. And the farnef 
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TC. 
of wealth often cauſcth lnek of 
God,-yea, backfſiding from h1m, and re- 
' bellion againſt him, Dexs. 21, 20.63 2.15, 
—_— _ Beſides that the fat-backs Plal. 58. 
world are often the le of pI” 
Gods wrath , Jer. 5. 27, 20, ——— Lex EY 
bonuſes are full of deceit , therefore they are 
become great and waxen rich. They are 
uwaxen fat, they ſhine : yea, they over-paſi the 
deeds of the wicked, &c. #ball not my foul 
be avenged of fach a Nation as this f God 
threatens that C ſhould be a ſpoil, 
and Babylon not inhabited, and gives the 
reaſon in thoſe words, Fecavſe ye were 
glad, becanſe yerejoyced, 0 ye deſtroyers of 
wine heritage , becanſe ye are grown fat, «1 
the Heifer at graſs, Jer. $0.9, 10,11, 13. 
And even amongſt his own people he 
threatens to deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong, 
Ezek. 24. 16. that is, the Shepbeards 
( whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, or both) 
who fed themſelves, but fed not the 
flock, yea, who ruled with force and 
violence , and enriched themſelves by 
making a of the flock, v. 2, 3,4, 10+ 
But the $ of Grace is thegre 
nent and beauty of the ſoul : which 
more it $ : , the more it 
comes into the taſhion ot Heaven, into 
I 4 _ the 
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the likeneſs of God. This makes men 
mindful -” God, carefull to ſtick _ 2. 
him, feartul to depart txgm him, ve- 
ry ative and ſtirring ja manner of 
well-doing. And thoſe that have it 
are the people of Gods love and de- 
light. 

Uſe ITT. Then letus cxamine whether 
we have this ſpiritual fatneſs. This 
might be diſcerned by the ligns of bodily 
fatneſs. When the body grows fat, then 
the cloaths are made bigger, the girdx 
is let out, the body 1s —_ , and 1t 
ſweats much, and the man commonly us 

. merry. So when the ſoul grows fat buari- 
lity which 1s the habit or clothing of it, 
(1 Pet.5.5. ) is cnlarged : Simecraty of 
trath in the inward parts, wherewith the 
loyns of onr minds arc girt aboxt, Ephe. 
6.14. 15 more drawn out ; align the © 
New-creature in us is grown into abig- JF t 
ger compals, and takes upa greater room. | t: 

nd then Faith, according to which God Þ fe 
reckons the weight of the ſouls increaſed. 
Good works and holy duties , which are 
the ſweat of this ſoul-tat, are more fres 
quent, or the man {weats more, 15 More 
intent and fervent in them. And tits 
ſoul recjoyces more\in theLard, andin | 

, o 
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+» Burto keep cloſe to the Metaphor in 
the Text, taken from Trees, we may from 
the figns of their farneſs diſcover whe- 
ther out fouls be tat with Grace. The 
Trees fatnefs or ſappineks appears, 
x 1, From their much weeping, and the 
$ x aw tears (lo their juice 15called ) 
y | which they. ſend forth when cut 'or 
n 
© 


"auld m the communion of 


pierced. $0 the fatnels of the righte- 
ous may be gathered from their continu- 
t '' ed cxercile of repentance and godly for- 
s Y row, ifluing trom them eventor the leaſt 
- & fm and-therr (ſecret failings z; from their 
,, | being cut to the heart with a kindly 
rÞ| ſenſe of their provocations, which makes 
e YT frequent conteflions of their own vileneſs 
drop from them. When refleftions ur- 
on goodneſs to them , ſo pierceth 
their hearts as to give a plentiful vent 
to their tears, or at leaſt to their grief, 
for what offends = 
2. Fulneis of in Trees a rs b 
their pliantnefs , for the mcrincdes 
have, the more cahe they are to be bowed 
any way. So the more Grace the more 
compliance with the will of God, the 
more anclinableneſs to obey his com- 
* mands, 


3 
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mands, and the -more ſubmiſſion to 
under his hand : the more is. the mij 


ready to his ſervice , the will bowed td 
his pleaſure, the affettions bent that way 
he would have them, the heart affected 


with his word and providentiab difpen* 
ſations, and the man bumble. 

3- Sappineſs in Trees = be argued 
from their weightineſs, for they are 
much heavier when green , than when 
dry. Faith is the weight of the foul 
which makes it tend towards Chriſt a 
its Center, and the more faith it hath, 
the more ponderous 1t is, the harder 


doth it lean' upon God , and the more 
doth it preſs him with his promiſes : 'the. 


mind 1s more fſtaiti upon him, the heart 
more hxed , the man more ſtedfaſt and 
hard to be removed from his gtquad. 
They that truſt in the Lord ſhall be as Mount 
Sian, which cannot be removed, Pſal. 125.1. 


Faith wakes the Chriſtian as heavy asa 


Mountain. 
4. Spreading much is an evidence-of 


much {ſap 3 for Trees repleniſhed with 
it, are ever either increafing theip bulk, 


or putring forth either roots, or ſhoots, 
or 


uds, or leaves, or blofſoms, or fruits. 
$a where there is much Grace — 
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'be waach" ſpitiuat- affiviry.  - This 
will be breaking forth into a weed. 


— into a fruitful prattice, into 
avoury diſcourſe, and be ſending many 
ſhoots upwards, holy ejaculations", hea- 
venl hes ,- defires;, prayers, bc. 
Withal, ing the ſoul better rooted 
in the truths and wayes of God. And 
the more Grace, the more of theſe Ef- 
feds. 

Obje&. But here ſome-may objeR, 7 
do not grow fat in Grace , but rather find 
a decay therein , a deadnefs in my Spirit, 4 
cookef is my ofolions , I am not ſo for- 
ward to thntier;, I have not thoſe ſpiritual 
feelings, comforts , enlargements , vigours 
which I formerly had: 1 am more firaight- 
wed and damp'd in my ſoul to all good 
”YoWw. . 

Anſw. 1. It wy be thou art not fo 
_ diligent in the uſe of Means, eſpecially 
 mprivate, cloſe walking with God: not 

ſo watchful over thy Spirit and wayes 
to order all by-rule, as formerly z but 
more careleſs of thy carriage, more neg- 
ligent in dutics: Thou art poor in per- 
formances, therefore not rich im Grace : 
Eateſt lietle ſpiritual meat, therefofe 


getrelt little ſpititual ſtrength, groweſt 
oy _ 


not fat. And in this caſe thy not. grow: 
ing fat is thy own fault,” Be humbled 
for it and amend, and to that-pufpoſe 
follow the directions ſet down in thenext 
Llſe. * ord 
II. Know that a Chriſtian may grow, 
I. 1n Stability and (etledneſs 1n his r& 
generate eſtate, he may grow more re- 
tolved, and ſtedfaſt in. his Spirit; and 
courle, in his judgement and practice;: 
* -more rooted and eſtabliſhed in the;truths 
and wayes of God : and,; \. \ FED 
2. He -may. grow # the exerciſe of ra- 
dical Graces, as, iclf-denyal, faith, . pati- 
ence, mecknels, humility, fincerity ;-,and 
1n the intriniecal or inmoſt ats of theſe. 
and other Graces ; though he {flouriſh aad 
abound not ſo much in the outward per- 
formance of duties,and in thews & olſteny 
tation of Graces as formerly ; - He may 
grow in ſelt-denyal as to things that are 
greateſt hearts deſires and eyes delights, . 
as to great parts and glorious perfor- 
mances, and the, reputation of ſpiritual 
ifts and abilities. He may encreaſe-1a - 
aith , believing againſt hope, and fol- 
lowing after, and cleaving to God-not-- / 
withſtanding , all repulſes; and diſcqu- 
ragemegpts. He may grow 10 PaFIepre 
- an 
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and conſtancy inyenduting. great fights of 
JF affliction, whileſt he is able to bear and 
le } ſuffer more, though he find himſelf able 
it} todo leſs. He may grow more content 
* } to be abaſed, and not to have the pre- 
'5 } heminence of others, and may be more 
&= } thankful for what meaſure ofgitts,grace, 
-” | ſtrength and comfort the Lord pleaſeth 
d f to-allot him, though to his thinking he 
receive-leſs fromGod now than hereto- 
15 } fore. He may grow in that Grace of 
- F humility, whileſt he grows more vile and 
*” } ſinful in his own eyes: and he that grows 
i” } in that Grace , grows in all the reſt. 
d Upon which account it may be that a 
© | Chriſtian may grow fatter when to him- 
d | ſelf he rather ſeems to fall away, Or to 
= |} grow more dry and ſapleſs ; he may have 
I” $ more Grace, when he thinks he hath lefs. 
JJ} He may look more inward now, and.to- 
© ÞF the carriage of his heart in duties; 
5, - | though he be not ſo much in the exter- 
{| nal performance as ſometime formerly. 
He may be ' more {trong to reſiſt corrup- 
tions and. temptations , ' though more 
ſtrongly tempted to lin, andto more fins 
2 0now than before. 
' "3. He may grow in Experience of Gods 
dealings with the ſoul, of the work of 
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grace in the heart, of thecontrariety and 
combate between the {pi rit and fel and y 
of ' the vatiety of ſoul-ſtaves, thr 
which it pleaſeth God to carry his. 
children : and ſo be more able to, * 
ſpeak of ſuch things, and to adviſe 
others from experience, though he be 
not ſo tongue-ripe, ſo forward to ſpeak 
and ſo full of words, and have not 
thoſe joys and raviſhments, as for- 
merly. l ſuf þ 4 | 
. He may grow in the ſubſtance pith an 
ſoliciry, in "he mellowneſs, and ripeneſfs of, 
affetions and attions : which may be 
more. ſolid and favoury,, though not ſo 
bulky and cyly 3 m—_ they ſeem not) - 
ſo big or ſo beautiful, but lye in a leſs; 
room now than formerly. Part of a 
Chriſtians affeQions at firſt upon his: 
Converſion ſprings fromthe newneſs of 
his ſtate, and ſo may ceaſe when that® 
ſtate or condition ceaſeth to be new 
to him : and yet afterwards he ma 
love God and ſpiritual things ag #ruly: 
and happily, more rationaly, though} 
not fo paſſronately, as at firſts His du-! 
ties may be better ſeaſoned with fin- 
cerity and humility, though not fo larded 
( as. ſometimes, with inlargements- and 
ſtirring. * 
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own fpirit'now in dutics and more” of 
Gods fpirit and grace 5 and therefore his 
duties now ſeem far leſs in his own eyes 
than they did formerly, when they were 
more full of froth. His duties may be more 
cordial, though lefs corporal, oral, geſtu- 
ral. He may not ſo multiply religious 
performances as heretofore, and yet may 
walk more regularly, by minding other 
dutics alſo, relating to his calling and 
ſtation in the world, which he before 
neglected. Or he may ſpend lels time 
in the exerciſes of Goadlineſs, becauſe 
he hath not ſuch opportunities, nor 
that leiſure he had before, by reaſon 


, of the change of his condition, and 
new employment God hath called 


him to, and yet he may be ſtill in the 
diſcharge of his duty as much as 
before, though in part the kind be al- 
tered, 

HL Conftder that there are {ome ſpe- 
cial ſeaſons, in which God beſtows a 
greater meaſure of afliſtance, grace and 
comfort than he is pleaſed to give at 


F. other'times ; as upon converſion, or when 
* he calls to ſpecial ſervice, or to great ſut- 


ferings or tryals, His communicativvs 
ihe are 


+ 


* ” 


are then extraordinary, bectuſe the' cow? 
dition and Exigencies of his ſervants are 


extraordinary : but when theſe are over, 


he reduceth them to their —— 
ch as 


lowance. * Yea the caſe may be ſu 

that God may ſuffer the bloſſoms of 5 

to wither, that the fruits of right 

neſs may appear the better, that grace may 

be clearlier ſeen and grow more- © For 

ſometimes grace puts forth more vigo» 

_y when comfort falls off. | 
IV. Miſtake not a decay of gifrs or of 

nature for adecay of grace. Part of fe 

mer livelineſs and enlargement ' might 


ariſe from gifts and parts, or from natu*! 


ral ſtrength and vigour, and ſo may fail 
with theſe, through age, bodily weakneſs 
and diſtempers, and yet grace not be-ir 

paired. The diſpoſition of heart may; 
'be the ſame, though, through indifpoſitt- 
on of body, it cannot expreſs ſhew 


it ſelf as formerly. The ſoul thay be: 


fat when the body waſtes and is toofee- 
ble and deſtitute of ſpirits to be ſervice- 
able in gracious employments. 


Yſe 1 V. Then let all be: exhorted co Þ- ; 
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get and keep this ſpiritual fat, being lik 
the Olive in Judg. 9. 9. that 
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leave his fatneff, Labour to befull of this -Þ 
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* 4 DWIK fe the-warer of life, - The Meu: 
Aves er Herbs and Trees enjoy, the 
| nidre ite they repleniſhed with ſap. ' And 
% ain os + chemHfe of the plant; ſg 
* iv ads che life- of -rhe foul: 
. fro'hes well calfd in 
_ f6h 3 Chriſt is the fountain ofir, 
x 'fufe(s in him, and its 
anche ſuch as ſincerely defire 
rake their fill of it, "they 
it f for coming for, for receiving 
\ FS and may have abundance: Rev. 
Þ 46. 1 will give | Soren that ir a«thirſt 
the water” of life freely. 
+ ad # wy 22. No obete Ja 4s him 
"Io We water of life freely. Joh. Io. Io. 
come that they might have life, and that 
| wrt beres wr abimdantly. Where 
4 pr and grace,” which 1s {piri- 
- tual Enlarge therefore your de- 
& * fires, and take free what's freely ten- 
_ dered'by Chriſt. {#131 coming for 
Bo r be gives liberaby. Live vu} 
ft _as «your root, as your ſtock, 
F wail derive” from him -new' ſfup- 
real lap, by faich and 
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b _ a « he fe, an to f 
= Plal 65.4. pots | 8 
d Sith We. fa + Tart 
the take them 7 of - the ri- .v 
thy pleaſures. Gods goings -are in © i 
hi , and, here hi paths the fat- 
on the fouls that 0g re 
are x-4frs Ordinances diſpenſt 5; ol 
fat things fall of Marrow, and of 
outhe Lees wallecancda wiſe 
are full of juice and (po 
ment. - Therefyure ſuc Fon I Phe 
ho. 
. Attend duly on.ghe Word. | 
IG Is a means of, growth,./1. 
2. 2. Chriſt Er: 
Joh-6. 63. The of 
that to the ſoul;-.which., ram... 
ſnow are to plants, which as. | 
by filling Heybs and Trees wi 
make hk bud and- bear oy 1 
ſhall Gods Word in. like. 
make the fouls of ” poaple Hh 
thirſt after- it ) CINE, 
10,11. Ther 
beſpeaks them : 5 Sabo 
to me, and let your ſoul delight t 6h 
tes Incline your eare & JL, 


Ba 


. 2:5. PISOTES C0 Þ Ges 
oy 20 mprove raments : ;: where you 
6b have the fle and blood of YE 
#F hs 'to-feed en; the:moſt excellent ang 
* moſt-a6eriſhing food, by which 
£ that axe round about Gods 
a may proſper much, as Trees 
+ do'by blood and fleſh" put to their 
/ TOOL 'J 
s. 3- Pray earveſtly,, as for your ſelves, 
iv for your- Miniſters 3 "that- God would 
9% their ſouÞt with fatznfs : then he will Jer.31.14. 
by 'them-/{atisfic your” fouls with: good- 
5 neſs." Your. portion will then be fat- 2 
ter, iho are'to be fed by them. | 
4. Meditate ferioufl of God day and 
"} light.. Sce David: ſenſe of this courſe in 
ig 34 $6: 2h fd hel be aisfied as 
«FO and ge. my mogth 
[2 when Z 


tinthe ofthe forego- 
gen! alſo in'the-exerciſe of 


TRE, grace 5 


upto wed al ood be wh watereth 
bewates allo himſelf, Prov.1t25- 
I. ! 


Mr, P TOV» 13. be | 
ritual {enſe.) A G cms we: of 
drm Tre np L. 
Talents, ſhall-more- be given; 
fhall have. abundance, Mat. 25: 29- 
For, 25 it isin Plants;. the-more"(ap they - 
expend in leaves and fruats, the tabre ſt 
they receive fro the root 3 $0 here the 
more grace is of forth, the: more ſtill will 
— flow into the foul from Chriſt. " 
So much. may Mftce to have: h poken of 
the fatrieſs of the righteous ( theſe -x ape, 
. venly. plants) their: greenneſ(s. follows 
Wy be. Wy Pants) They het all be fat rr ak 


of our Tranſlation: 


So tis in the Original, and. in che Margin | 


Dofrine | V. god wiliheve the phents bi Fi 
bis þonſe to be green. So was David, -Plalir | 
2. 8.1 am like - gave Nw: Tide-49,96 Ling 
YE: rage | 
pared alſo to the Palm-tree, Þ 
york ary whereof are NG | 
continually. Herewith they made 
f at their foldmn feaſt of T Livy... 
3 King 23-40; And the walls bf che »T 
bank. 4". were carved, with Palm-rrees, - ..to- a 


'ſhew 
he Nouriſhing fre of * bf ok othny., 
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be e's woe Louſe. "7 Por” ahs 


ture ts 3 proll erous, 'y 
| = afe, ek. Mate 


"Becauſe ” 
4 RE tees tek beſt oor of Ti 
-* and -Herbs- 'It arayes- and -ad 


"them 43 "makes then look freſh —__ 


F'- 
(+ Its the colour of Frees when they 
7 are at beſt in themſclyes, (full of ſap 
T5 <dyos and full of fruit) and at the 
+14 beſt time of the year, inthe fpri 
ES and Summer. For in Winter; 0mh 


Wy of their gay green 
| maar fk mol. he 


| <F_ onr isnatural to'them, even 
© ,*; + according to their kind, and it grows 
= .* out from them, they haye the cauſe 
thereof 31 chemſalves: © - Trees are 


>. nt: dyed [green or art,” but grow 


green in rofeſiu when 
dy fold Forth the Word of 


| \n $6.5 i, 
* +Xx- Ax = 
hel faith th Ctieſt, and Gale Of pints 
—— ſceming 16 the World/to/ be - 
all that; and only tae which they are in 
themſelves ;/ not being aſhamed ot Chriſt; 
Trey the Golpel of Chriſt before men. 
are green, who hold forththat in''a 
, undaunted 'profeflion, which: the 
_ in judgement and pradtice, ity confi 
dence and affetion touching God,” his 
things and wayes,” As David did,” Plal. * 
I1y.46. I will ſpeak of 2h Aibiwonte 
Þ before Kings: and will not 'be dfbatued.” 
And Paul, AQ. 24. 14, But this 'T 4 
wito thee, that after the way which they call | 
berefie, js worſhis 1 the God of my Fackir: be- 
beving all things which are write in- ho 
Law and the Prophets. i; 
2. Their greenneſs appearsin theſe heh 
viouror coltverſation,when theyſtrivetheres * 
in to expreſs and ſhew forth thevertues of 
him who hath called them z INIT | 
that all their ations may ok: che $ 
and luſtreof graceand bdlineS , 
When the carriage of thewhole-mary 
ritandBody) iv theix places, and'alli ; 
relations oy ſtand in to othersin-family- , | 
ory cn and in all thejy con=", } _ 
with'others, isifnoh-as 
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] Loan of his"love. ſhed abroad 
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walk wiſely and. 


70 ion their works with mgekneſs 
of wiſdom : Then atethey green and Py, 


I  ralhing, fair-and reiptendent. For \Wif- 


dow ( that 'wifdom trom above which 1s 
firſt pare; then peaceable, gentle, and 
eahe to-be-intreated; full ot mercy and 


-. good fruits; without. wavering and with- 

out hypocriſie, Jaw. 3-17. that) wakes 

* "thei face 20 ſhine, Eccle(. 8, 1. as it did 
Joſephs in the eyes of Pharaob : and Da- 
els, {o as to draw\ great reſpe&t from 
Nebuchadnez, 


4 and Darizw. How did 


| Job «righteouſneſs make his glory to be 


in him? Job 29. 11, 13, 14, 20s 


F _ amiable and-illuſtrious did it render 
\, £3 Their greennels appears in their con- 
folatien, when _ have inward” refreſh- * 


ments, peace conicience, evidences 


cleared, migds ſtaye# upon God, hegrts 


_ fixed traſting in him :- but more eſpecially 
- atſuchtimes, when God cauſeth his face _ 
F to ſhine-upon them-in a more! eminent 


i” 


;and warms their-hearts with the 


gladne(s 


WR” | A 
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- whgnebeywal bumbly;eit- Spb. .15. 
cumipettlyor- exactly ©: ſhewing out of 4 


, {vn | TY ' i Y 9 oy __— 
bow lively and lovely. doth. 
duregrow:? Yet rms 4 
1s not abſolutely necellary to the-&f- * 
ſence; or being of the colour of the”, 
righteous ; (they may carry cen. in ' 
ap arrow and conver(ation, bom rag 
ſadder without it)) but it 1s .. tool | 
to the bettering- thereot-, to make /1t | | 
more {weet and x 45:8 2th more: 
and pleaſant. And then vaCny acholr” 


belt {tate. {, 
The Greenneſs of the godly i is nat1 
and continual. 


L. It is natural to-them, as thay ork I 
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= whey t to make them thrive and 
fouriſh Mat. 6. 30. If He ſo cloath the 
graſs (with i itsgreen coat) which to 4 
Fi and to; morrow is into the 

if he not much more cloath you, 0 ye 

title fauth ? This is as \ true of the } 
wel ch 5 in reſpe&t of grace as of 
God cloath the grafs. or 


| Tree of the field with reen: and will 


not, much more cloath the plants of 
tio wth the verdure of ama 


FINIS. 


\Inir «(elf and above other a 
which are of eg ac- 
countin the World. 


— — 


os 79 : BY 
+ Edward ney , late Miniſter of the 
'\ * Goſpel in Lincoln, 


"Cz 


LONDON. 


[Primed ya: W. for Hewry Mortlock,, at} -Þ 


of the White Hart in W 
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EXCELLENCY 
GRACE, 


In it ſelf ,- and above offer things 


which ace of cateſt account” 
.. in the World. 


a chiy” look ik Wen 

towards it 3 Ie 

ance, appearance, or colour of grave 

;/ pra g-yee. are ſeveral alterations 
and Emendatious in men , which fail 
-_- = CR and ire ddt erue 


grace, 
I I will 
So 4 


2. Moral Vertmer Jultice, *Prudence 4* 
Fortitude, Temperavce, Sobriety,. Libe- 


ſer datos, 1/2" 


3.Common Gifts of the Spirit, 
4. Common gry of the Spirit "Jed þ 


= - Perforigances of AY 3 


Theſe three laſt I, (hall deſeribe- more 
largely dh the two firſt, mg what 
theyare 24 1191244, ie; FL 

The Common Gifts of the\ $piritare, 7 


1. The krowledge- of God and Chrilt, of 
theLaw and Golpel, of.a; hptcatet, Di. 
vinity ; Some attain W. a' g 
heneaf as the Hypocn © wes: 

528. Behold then. art 


: 4 - 
— « woe Mt 


eu nn CE, * No —5 


| LJ A had 
I rl Hig "and! es 


12. 
For Wars, as Stret op, 


rage, Martial kill. mens 

hands te war, aEngars ro 

| | Heroick Gifts for vali =_— 
ments & or 4 King and a Cope 
As to David, 1 Sam L7, 34 . 495309. 

who. overcame. the Lion, the Bear, and 


'Y 


4 


To #& Jade, x 4+ 5s 6... x | 
The Holy Ghoſt is the Lnee: of al | 
_—_ in- common gifs. of thre 


and Reaſan. 


bead {I nd; av 7. +, =, 7 


be 


= wdcoabl 


UG. Was cpm» 


fakes fe onderftndng of Threat: | 
-or Promiſes , the + 1s tonched 


ſome affections = 
ſpeak of as thoſe which are'n 
or beneficial 'toit: Hypoerites' may *N | 
affe& hol __ as ſunt 59-0: 
ends and s, though not s't 


frame and diſpoſi ition, They miay'1 


-\ 26 'Foy in bearing the Word* , 
as the Stony Ground that / root; 
and fell away in Time of p _ 

yo oi . 


ye: "#8 
 And-in the Miaiſtry' of godly Preach- 


ers 4-66 Exalyets s did -he _e 
| like a DET 


roX t. Ks heard Fade | 
1 —_ Are, vanes PRI 

for his = y, pow: he was # 

mitin, Afa+k 6. 20 Hegrers 

for a ſeaſon inhis light a Mindy, yer 
after fell away, Jabw 5. WIS s 
©]Phiv is e© taſte the goed 


and: relrh ſome fw 
thoſe may* attain untr6* 


on 6:5, ue Te | | 


vered thereby, 


. » of Heaven th fn fehicit 
# there Ae arred 
Eo 


ibed 10a 'man- 
ner, Heb.-644, Tr 3 For contempla-! 
tion of ruth are Loenmhe 4 6 Bt 
ron ut 


Heb, 6. 


ral 

fodimh 111mm pane peer 
nent the Truth is,” ao wonder if -ube d64 - 
leQtation be greater. 7 10044 2, a 3 
7 Good : as Zalaei halt ts 4 
dye: the | demth-of the righteous? -Soine & 
' think that_ be underſt , and! wis\nb4 3 
fected with the: Dodtrins- ' ofithe Reſtr- 
| ife, Nawed;= 9.004 
of 


BBY Sx Gm «2 


n- 
& 


ww 2ST =» oc 


ringe or wferie) of 
aſh oo-'of Chrilt;/or 


- (28 Le duf 
ethers; + ahor 


— OF, oo "Ho 
i - ” 


mm > 
F ,- 
* - - 
- 


at JT 
Hell, and np ery; br ek go 


_”” work of the Spirit upon 
the ſoul is Feith, to give _aflent to the 
Word of God and the Dottrine of the 
- INC ob ciens Ne 

”_ _ 5 wand 
_—— _—_ jg pptton; 

Some - __ to be a taſte 
the 1 iy Gi ;ufifpine fail 

Heb. 6. 4. becauſe it is a good degree: 


" *$14T4 4 


+a ww ac =. oc 
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Such a faith in Cheſt 


I V oo WS =» 


a LE EE Loa dt ot oro ad” Whoa 


af * 
- 


had of the 

Chief Rulers, who becauſe of the Phari- 
lees ag Soap $ s bi, leſt _ 
be out.ot rhe $ ogue, fort 
loved the prailc Wah» 24 Prkaeld 
42, 43- 

$. 4s partial Obedience and Reformation 
( as $or Conſequents of the former 
particulars) to amend things amiſs, or 
e.chue ſome evil,and to do wme good; as 
a fruit of the Goſpel.and the Miniſtry and 
knowledge of it. Thus Herod did many 
things _ he heard Jobn, Mark 6. 20. 
and wany by that ſuper hicial knowledge 
they have of the Goipel, and of Jetus 
Chriſt, eſcape not only groſs fins, bus 
lome that NN aperattoeh ſmall in re- 
ſþe& of others, - the pollutions of the 
world, who afterwards are again en- 
ta therein: and overcome, whoſe 
latter end-is, worle than the beginning , 


2 Fet. 2; oe 22. 


The foe | 
not Harlots, Tree from groſs fin, though 


they waned Wiſdom and Oyl of grace. 
The Word of God though not perma- 
10. many, y<t as Oranfient, or gol 
= b m, may cleanſe 
trom-grols fins as water doth filth 
— > N —_ _Furining + 


- 


n 


Virgins were Virgitis, ph 25. 


_ 


running through ph a Seive. ©, 
opt frery_of Shae Good : ay 
1. Of Piety or holy duties ; forms of God- 
lineſs, CE En a Formaliſt, 
a Hypocrite may go far without the pow- 
er Wie. And = 4 whaling * 
I. 57 1h which the hypocritical Pha- 
riſees alſed much and oft, in their way, 
Matth. 6.5. to be ſeen of Men: and t 
Jew: in their diſtreſs , yet their prayers 
were but flatterics of God, Pd. 78. 
34,36, Many a Hypocrite keeps a con- 
- ſtant courſe 1n prayer. 
To whichT may add Faſting. 
Ifa 58.3, The Phariſces faſted oft, Zake 18. 12. 
The Jews kept a ſolemn Faſt conſtantly 
* four timesa year, Zech. 7. 5. with 8, 19. 
Of whom God demands whether at thoſe 
faſts even for ſeventy years they at all 
faſted to him. 6 
2. Hearing the Word, as the Jews did, Y 
waiting on God in the way of his Ordi- 
nances, Je. 58. 2. t 
3. Receiving the Sacraments. TJuilas 
eat the Paſſeover with Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, if he did not partake of the 
Lotds Supper. Simon Magas Was 


that great Seducer of the Km iS 
_ when he was inthe gall of bir . 


— «CE as ab 


At: 


wy » 


Al 8.12,13,04q. He had the 
tiſin, bur wanted rhe mviſible waſhing : 
ſorhe"gre moſt for them, who are leaft tre 
for them. 

4. Communion of Saints, joyning them- 
ſelves to the 'Sociery, and living 10 fel- 


4- ; + Ben them + as Fader did with 
y, & the other Apoſtles in Chrifts famity : and 
44 the *ive ' fooliſh Virgins affociated with 
rs | the” wiſe, and were not diſcerned by 
8. B rhem', ill 'the Gate was "(hit. Simon 
n- Agar continued” with Phihp, 47:8. 12. 
Demas with Faxl , yet forſook him after- 
wards, and turned worldimg}2 Tier. 4 10. 
2. 5. Obſervation of the $ aboard, The Hy- 
ty & pocriticat Jews ' were ſtrift hereirr : See 
9. Zalr13. 14, rs. Jobn5 10. 
fe 2. Outward As of Juftice 5 in doing 
all Y right, ſeen i the Hypocritical Phariſee 
| who Teemed" to make conſcience of 
id, Y- tything Miot and Rue, the leaſt Hearbs 
Ii- } that growin his Garden, Lake 11.42. 

And of paying Tythes- of all he pof- 
leſt, Cap. 18:12: 

Andin reſtoting or coofefling at leaſt, 
when men have done others wrong,or in 
making ſome- farizfation, a5 Fax/ did to 
David, 1 Sam 24:16, 17, 19. ——rhos 
art gore righteous them I ——— The re- 

"urs N 2 warded 


waddl.obe coil, wherelae the Lorid reward! 
the good, ver. 19. And I beve forned, 


return my Son David , for I'will no more 
do thee harwv, 1 Sam. 26. 21. : 

3. Outward Als of Mercy ; The Hypo- 
critical Phariſees gave Alms 1o Syna- 
gogues, and in the Street, to have glory 
of men, Matth. 6.2. 

Now that theſe fore-mentioned co- 
rye oe =_ I crate mage 
of the trut andtifyi ay] 
grace, ' will be made evident, by —_ 
paring them with it, both as to its ne- 
ture and properties, which ſhall be per- 
formed in the enſuing © particulars , 
which will ſhew the difterence berwceen 
them, and by how much grace hath the 
preheminence. 


The Excellency of Grace appears in 
fix particulars. | 


1. Inthe Nature. 


2. In the Cauſes or Root. 

2. In the Effects or Fruits. , 
4.in the Subject. | _ 
5. Inthe Duration. 

6. In the Beauty and Glory of it. 


5 


© '-E The Excellency of Grace appears. in 


the Netzre 0f it, and in the Manner hew 
it is wrought. 
Grace 1s the ſupernatural 1 of 
God, 1. In which Ade was created, and 
on him (as being in ts Loins ) bur 
he loſt it, borh for himſelf and all his po» 
ſterity, by his Tranſgreſion, he being 
the Common Parent of usall, 

2. To which we are renewedin know- 
ledge, righteouſneſs and true holinebs, 
by r ation, Col. 3.10. 

3. By which we ate made new Crea- 
ni mn Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 17. and ſpiritual, 
1 Cor.2. 15, and partakers of the Divine 
Nature, 2 P&t.1.4. Hereby Chriſt is form- 
ed in us, and we arc made Conformable 
to him. 

As Keaſon makes a Man, fo Grace makes 
a Chriſtian ; qnd gives him his ſpecifical 
kn ios Chriſtine 3 as it did Pant, 
1 Cor. 15.40. By the Grace of God” ( faich 
he) 1 aw, tht 7 ain. 

Crace 1s the Renovation of our Na- 
tures; which'God workerh in us, not by 
ExtraGtion , or drawing good qualities 
out” of the foul, # if they were temina}- 


. bp there before, as if Seeds of Grace us 


well as of Sin were in us by Nature ; bur 
N 3 by 


+: 3 - 


#3 P 1c” y ar: 
Infufion of a new Pzinciple into the 
= which illightens the = 
eth the"ioward trame or diſpoſition of 
the Heart or Will, and reforms the hfe. 

- This Principle of Grace is infuſed into 
the: ſoul by the cffectual opranen ofhe | 
Spirit of God; and the Word ( ar | 
rily Y-at the: Converlion or Regeneration 
of a ſinner, John 3. 5, 6. James 1.18. 

- Man 1s the ſubje& thereof, capable as 
he is rational; bur reſiſting to it, as b 
reaſon of inherent corruption; and pal- 
five in the fuſt at of Converſion, be- | 
cauſe he is dead in treſpalles -and fGos, 
Eph. 2.1. and hath no (piritual life or 
frength .;, ac afts no further therein, 
than he 13 ated. 7t #5 God that worketh 
in us both to will and to do,” Phil. a; 13- 
— pri. vol. O primun operari. 
Turn thou meAaith Ephraim, Jer. 31.19. | 
4nd T1 ſball bs. turned, Nohe are able:to 
zhrn themſelves, to repent and peturnto 
God, without Gods grace, power and 
help, not from: back{hdi ter Conver- 
Gon, much leſs from their. Apoſtacy-in 
Adar,as theix firſt Converlionto God, .. 
.. Queſt. Wher Tenders of iGrace and Spiric. 
tal Life are made to all, why do ſome receive, 
end others refuſethe jameF...... i | 
| Anſw, 
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ln 3. » 
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AY 2 2""N4 They 


A Gods LICC embrace Ms 
— zrilt , and turn to God, be- 
hey will do it 3 and are 'renewed, 
becauſe they are willing tobe renewed. 
This A& of their will is not by Nature, 
but as they are ated and biaſſed by Gods 
Spirit and grace , which doth not force 
the A@ or Conſent of the will, bur alters 
the inward diſpoſition or inclination of 
it efteQually. | 

The wicked are not converted or-re- 
newed, becauſe they will notturn to God, 
they will not be renewed : they reject the 
Tender of Grace, and refiſt the Spiritaf 
Regeneration. 1 

bis Refuſal is the proper AQ of their 
will, proceeding from inherent pravity, 
or the Natural Diſpoſition of it to fin. 
"Herein grace excells Moral Vertues 


ace 
Seoke t 


| and Common Gifts z /c#4. In the Nature of 


it, and the | anner how it is wrought; 
for theſe. are but the Natural Image of 


Godin men; of a lower and more ordi- 


in {ſtamp'or kind, than the ſupernatu- 


mage of God, or the Divine N#ure, 


ſe arc acquired ( ordinarily } by 
eg exciſe, Induſtry, Obſ "I 


, 
£4 
- . 
- 
= of 


They. are inileed os od 4 
great Improvements of Nature : but Na- Þ&. : 
xure after the greateſt Improvements ofit, I] | 
15 but Nature till, .untilit be ſupernatu- = 
rally renewed & can make a manno more / 

J 

| 


than a natural wan, as oppoſed to a ſpiri- 
tual man or regenerate: and 'the Ngtural 
wan receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God , for they are fooliſhneſs to hier, &c. 
1 Cor. 2.14, 15. | 

Theſe cannot bow, encline, or raiſe the 
will to receive the offers of Chriſt, 
Crace and Spirit, when made to it in the 
Goſpel. 

Il. The Excellency of Grace appears 
in or by the Root, or Foxntain,from whence 
Saving Grace doth originally grow , or 
flow 1nto the ſoul, which is able, Jil, 


St. 1. Gods ſpecial Love. 
. Union with Chriſt, 


'1. Out of Gods ſpecial boi fevine: Wi 
gracg, and the good pleaſure. ug bis WH 
to his Elec, as the procgumenal or in- 
ward moving. Cauſe -thereof ; ES: oY 
4,5, 7+ God who is rich in 
great love wherewith be loved #2, - 


we were dead in ſons, het quloloed na ry | 


& - S * 
\ ” << 
» : 


% 
m_— . 
” Xx o k 


= i de Canje,o0” 0 F | of GFac WP” - 
'Y* ther with. &c, See alſo, Phil.2.13. 2 Theſ 
1.11; Titus34, 5.- After that the &; 


wefs and love of God our Saviour toward nan 
u- i appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs which 


we have done. but according to bis mercy be 
i- = ſaved ws, by the waſbi regeneration and | 
al | temewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Paul colleQted -1 
of | Chriſts ſpecial love to him” from his | 
C. working faith in him, to live upon him, 
Y Gal. 2. 2c. 7 liveby the faith of the Son of 
e God, who loved me, &c. 


t 

'e 2. From the fouls Sy the SparTr. 
Onios with Chriſt, LT hrough Faith. . 

S 


e # Whereby a ſoul being engrafted into 
Ir Chriſt as its Vine, Jobn 15, 1, 2. and in- 
' corporated into him, as its Head, and 
married to him as its Husband, Epbheſ. 5. 
23,34. and joyned to him as its fountain, 
xeceivesgrace from Ghriſt, as the Branch 
doth ſap from the Root : as the Mem- 

* bers do Senſe and Motion from the Heads ; 
 ©as the Wife doth "and af and cheriſh- 


ing,” Epheſ. 5.29, and a Joynture from 
Few and as Pipes and Channels do 
water from a Fountain. | 
= For in Chjiſt all fatneſs of grace is laid 
5 2, 3. Aud 


UP, <ven for us. Col. 1,19. 


IRS .OTOESS 


$2 
roſs we. recet 


Wie foe f 4s, for. grave, 
t is, i 
Her cifetion ET. go 


= oe of grace is ion "wich 
| Pg ors We ſtamp 20d 
WA. 6. hriſt up on tha foul ; whefe: 
rilt is made hnto us of God,'s SIN 
Icatiqn, I Cor. 1. 30. and Union-wit 
Chriſt 1 is the ground of this < Fomanio. 5 
OR fore it 1s faid-- a im are Y*. in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Ec. 
Pawls uſual Cloſe of his Epiſtles The 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt & with © 
you, Fe. Rom. 16. M4 2 Cor. 13.1 Gal. 
6.18, andin diver Oren, mays riſk 
to bethe Author and Donor of all grace; 
the ND vom whence, abt the Condi 
N by whom: all grace is der 0698. £2 
veyed deg af delievires Is ah 
pleaſi ure 4 bir Frag py 
" But. Common Ea "pay 
upon men out of 
agd genes ff 
rather than of | 
Fo Pyenſo to a hone 
ngviſh the Te& from the: s Jate 
No: man knows ſpecial love Dy: Latred 
theſe. - 
.. Theſe flow from aJower fpris! 


ny & A@©A «a... a © A, = £K. 
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| Union: with Oheiſts and; do 


- 
Pa 
= 
er : 


pre {Dit wade nan A 
man may have: in a 


and yet *o out of Chriſt, (or with 
Chriſt } a ſtrauger,'yea, an enemy to 
Chriſt, | 
LIL. . The Excellency of Grace appears 
in the Efeds or fruits thereoh, which are 
hon that follow. 
. Grace, illightneth and quickneth the 
foul from the darkneſs and Heath of. ſm 
to the light and life of Tighteouſneb, 


Ee 
p As 26.18. Epheſ. 5.3, 14. Epheſ. 2. l, 5- 
t 
J 
t 


Rv B97 Eo 2 Tov 


Rome. 8. 10, 
Grace is a beam of Divine Lighg: Ts 
down from God the Father of, Lig 
from Chriſt the Sun of. Righteou neſs 
" || (364.452. ) into the ſoul :. which lights 
* | the Candleof ous Spirits (-Prev.. 20.272) 
that was put-out by the Fall : and [ers 
up ſuch a: owns wes which, ja 
 F ſbadowof' flamp of 
- Grace mak' ma hildeca of. ight ro 
"2 the day, 1 ths. 5. It is the Ray of the 
3 Day-Star (C iſt } arifing in our hearts, 
2 Pet.1.1g.. Grace is Sun-ſhine in the 
yrs k. Orang leth the 3 et and 


"Ces isa 4 Or Preile of —_ 


# ©. f 
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tual life in the ſoul, 'r Fob» 3.9..it is, as 
it were, the ſoul of the foul, which doth - 
pive the Efe, vivere & operari of Chri- 
Alani ity to It. danſe + | 
Grace is the fruits of Chriſts' reſarce- 
&ion in us, Col, 2. 12,13, and: the like- 
neſs thereof, into which we are planted 
by anEmanation of a'vivifical vertue in- 
to us from him, Roz. 6. 5. - Hence we . 
are ſaid to be begotten again by the re- 
ſurrgftion of Jeſus Chriſt trom the dead . 
unto a whhe' bpe, 1 Pet. 1.3. 
Grace 13 the water of life, which Chrift 
the fountain of living water: gives in to -- 
our ſouls, Job 4. 10, 14. Y 
Ft is a vital Ligament, which tyes us as 
Members ro Chriſt as our head. None 
can-ſay with Paxt in Gal. 2726;” I Irve; of 


pt liveth in me , but ' by the grace of | 


- Common Gifts and Moral 'Vertues . 
adorn a wan, as Flowers;do-a'dead body 
that is ſtuck with them, which'make 4r ro_ 
ſmell well, but not tolive at all. * So theſe _ 
" wiay (weeten a natural man; bur catinor 
quicken him ; they may (pglevate or Taife. 

him to Civil and Moral/a&jotis'3-ur to ; 
ſpiritual} performances in the' marrer of 
them, as to preach, prays ye | 
| . | ot : 


—_ F 
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<< 


of the things. of God, &e. "+= 
Y | Bur theſe leave the foul in Hades, wun- 
ri- der the power of ſpiritual. death, or 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and-.a ſtran- 
e- & ger tothelifeof God 4 dead to all. atti- 


e- "Y ons ſpiritual as to manner and end 3 and 
-4 BY jo much ſpiritnal darkneſs. | 
n- Men may flouriſh in. gifts and parts,and 
Je yet be dead while they. live: and- have 
-- not aſced or (park of ſpiritual life 'jn 


d BF them. Theſe are but like Candles light- 
ed ; ur though they appear as Stars, yet 
ft all the ſhine-of them, cannot make 4 man 
oj © childof light, or a child of thedayz 
; but leaye-him to be a child of the night 
A and of darkneſs, 1 Thefſ. 5. 5. 
- Counterfeit graces, as fimulated San- 
r Aity, feigned miley, pretended zeal, 
f | mercenary Love, preſumptuous ages 
| vain-glorious Charity, ſelf-ended Un- 
s BU blameablenels, partial Obedicnce , heart- 
- beſh any: ooo. c | 
Nb e-may give a ite the co- 
| lour, but _ he lifes p, ap ant but not 
theright complexion, much leſs the pulle 
of atiue Chriſtian, a vizzard of protel- 
fion, and-carkaſs of deyotion , without 


hedt or life Clguricual affection. _ , 
Theſe e may wake up ahfelefs primes fa 
Tc... rofctlor, 


We 54 X j 
A 


\ Profeſſor, who hath the form without the 

wer of ; _—_ the wn cd TE 
Fe bſtance.. For is the 'Ef- 
ſence of a Hy . als hs. 

2. Effet, Grace reſts , and by degrees 
mortifieth fin in ws : ſin, one as well as 
another : Sin'in heart as in tife; inthe 
root as well as in the branch or bud; luſt 
in'the conception, as fin in the birth, or 

roduQion of it ; in the firſt motions of 
1t within, and in all Tentations to it and 
Occhſions of 'it from without ; 'in the 
rance ar ſhew , as in the Entity or 
Sr ſtance of it, ſuch as i it hath." And all 
this out of pure and perfe@ hatred of 
fin, as it is fin, and olds O e to.the 
will and Law, Holineſs and Glory of Gad 3 
and to the regenerate part in us. 
_ - For Grace and Sin are © Contraries. 
Hence comes the Combate between the 
Fleſh and the Spirit, Gal. 5. 17, between 
the Law in the Members , and of the 
mind, Rowe. 7. 23, There may be a Luſt 
or ſtrife between the DiQates of Conſci - 
ence and corruption, without true ' agg 
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vation and Corruption of Nature - 
- "the. 
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mie: tu lity and pride, parictct 

es paſſion, Lotehiatids and Lrvinreo der, 
as I chaſtity and unclearineſs, fiticerity- and 
- <1 e, &«.' as a Duclougfit hatid: to 

hand. 

Ir This kirmiſh with fin. 5s prope 

f | Grace as the chief Antagoniſt of It ik 
d } the foul, which's at deatly Fedd aid 


Ee variatice with it.  ' S-. 
T Grace as truly and really reſiſts fin'as 

i F lightex = vefs,as fire fights againſt 

f BF water, or againſt, cold; '6r 4s'a" tmkh 

© | firikes, ſabe or kills hisenemy. 1 

z Grace not only cuts off 'rhe bough of 


of ſin in the life, but layes the' Axe of 

Mortification to the Root of* Gortuprion | 

in the heart. © 

_ Grace air PuY it x ſouls daily exert; 

6 Try in war with ſin, an& at peace with 
Cominion Gi $ ahd miotal Vertues may f 

and reſtrain corruption, or keep * 

It break hot out into' the life 3 

cannot kill /or mortific Sin in _— 
may top off rhe Branches:of 1 

If; but ribt eradivate it', of 
| | pluck 
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pick fey the Rooris thy biker 5 dit 

but not @rie it up, nor drive jt 4 
; v5 the wolf,” but cannot &# it: they: 
may ki over the Sores of Corruption, 
but not ea! ther to the bottom, nor, xe- 
movethe cauſes of them. 

Sin. may... break out again, for all-the 
Grace Reſtraint or common Gifts 

which men bave : and be as a Wolf, when 
got t-looſe : or like a Sow (that hath beeg 

t up in a fair Medow of Morality and 
hacer which returns to her w Wy 
ing in the Mire. 

It is aboye the ſphear of the Abivity P 
of Common Gifts, to ſer the Heart in de- I ti 
teſtation _ nſt all and ne Fyery Sin and as 
it is Sin, t they luffer men to retain 
and harbour in cheis bolomes, a ſecret" 
love or liking of ſome fins eſpecially, 
which are moſt ſuitable to their. Natures, 
Yet they -dare not live, nor allow them- * 
ſelves in the open praftice of them for 
fear of ſhame, ace or puniſhment : 

As one may beafraid to take up a coal, not 
fo much hers itblacks, AO and 2 
s to0 hotto hold : ſoare many of {in 

3d. Eflect, Grace | San#ijfi 
chro ut, or bot. in. on 
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Grace > eu or hoſerh 
aſinner into 4 Saint,” It makes us truly, 
really and ſpiritually holy ; both inlvard- 
ly and outwardly 3 it worketh-a _— 
eY in the heart, and a Teforniation i in the tfe, 
ts WY bt is'a new-moulding of u$ 4nto our oy 
n if thers Image, and Saviours hkeneb ( as 
0 F ſhewed before) It cauſeth gd things 1 fn 
d i us (our old frame or bias of ſpirit, and 
'" onr old courſe of life ) ropaſsaway; and 
all things to become new ,”*2 Cor: 5, I2. 
to wit," Fylpoddon of Cotverla- 
tion; F {4 _— 
Grace thdlienboth the Tee os four 
hearts )-and the fruit good, our lives, 
Martf. 7. 14, 18. Hence the Tree is known 
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by” e ſandtifiesboth our Perſons and our '#3 
"Of them t0'us, aud u$ro our works ; 4 
to make us more uſcful and ſerviceable 
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-our hands, Fam. 4 -8. and 
pollutions of ſpirie* 
b,2 Cor,” 7.1, Grace 
' water at the very 
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| make a man wap pwrlep | ; 
Marth 23: unblameable ;: t [righteous 
Avg :6- before men-: and carefl to make clean _ 
IS the outlide of the cuſland of the Plat- 
.  - ter; and ſcemivgly Samt-like-:(buitinat © 
s to&bejnwardlyrenewed, refined, _ 
ſed; holy, pure'in heart, not 

the ſight of God, though they-may. be 
pure in ther own eyes, Prov: 30- 12. 
4; is a Generation that are pure in their 


Ay and yet is not waa from' their. 


Ch Honelty 1s a -Fair Outſide that 
may be confiſtent with a foul” infide 5 
as: the Paintot a Sepulchre without, with , 
dead mens bones and rotreribefs withir 
Civility.grows manytimevin Natur& gan. i 
den, that hath not init; one; ny 
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p- Sao od Heart cone over I 
C. with Giviliegs but like av old Man "_ 
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cothemſelves,” 
4th. Effet; Greets very 42236; ope- 


pr re UE ns ys it is not in vain 


ods io made Paul febour more abiers- 
tink Hey 4," 1 Cor: 15.10. 5: 1f thy 
things 4 hrs is'the Grace of the Spirit” 


be” in" jou "and abound, faith Peter, 
make you, that ye ſhall neither be ore 
ful” (but aRtuotis and ructa- 


is the Knowledge of br 
\ the fatth (that Radical! 

ork) 1 ſalts be Living, Rom. 1. 17. 
reve we liveth' by faith ; "and working, 
be of the works of faith, 

walking - we walk by 

b 5: w4) yogi 5 tobe Labo- 
e10*be boely, 


ere 4s Wiſdom 7 on 5 


of ro fruits, 3:17: 
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like 
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is-a holy inclination to 
It is tothe Soul as a farang, wif Gore 
or bent tothe bow.” It cauſeth prompti- 
es and reftitude 3 or makes us ready to 


good work, Titzs 
2nd Ofles all the Whee 
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1. Grace Files 
s (or facultics)) 


ofthe Soul, to move. _— __ 


ſpiftly. 


"4 "Grace makes us  abundaviiy rhe Works 


Fous. 10, of the Lofd, 1-Cor. ry. 
inall well-doing, and fu 


8. 


as Dorcas was, AG, yg. 36. ! 
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tothe ſecond Table and wr rat of 5 
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Gods Law, what to do, or leave undone, 
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From pure Principles. 
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:r# in Chriſt « ſtr (uot in its ow) Phil, 

. I. 7; 2a Cor.$ 

| 4 to. bear fruit in 
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&thers 3 the Truth and Cauſe of; 
the Kingdom of Chriſt,, pure- and help 
Worſhip, the power of 
To oppoſe ſin in judgement; as » "Err 
rours,:H Oc. and fin in prattice 
as all licentiouſneſs and prof; $.5 and 
Satan and Antichriſt, and: their Ag ts, 
or Inſtruments, ad alltheir deligns. *.. 
3- Torat in s right manner. _— 
makes men have as much refpect to-t 
manner as to the maiter of EA TOS:; 
to do Omnia bent 3s amne bonus, all things 
well, in due mode and order, - ſeal, holil 
bumbly, lincerely, af ay, fac. 
— th, Oc. as is, was land , 
b done all things wo Sr 
foul to carry: continually, 
all its duties and works: A the 
Lord, as in his-fi ar and mul _— 
ro leaſe God, {ho JrE=2 
toa roveis : 
oe 2a witneſs, 
Sodid David, 2 Sam. 6, 
I Toe 3.4. (ec Col. 1-40- 
Moral vertues as 
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ET le men to at-from 
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Ds | «4 3 vb 

| Mo! From ha, = their awa.; it 
only, or ia the {treng;la_ gb. pages A ts 
received, £3 
2, for kf; or ſclf-ends chiefly, cochei 
own. praiſe, pro refer ment; Or :ad- 

vantage ſome ang, ay world, o 

Hence, Many that are full, richly m8» 
Leniſhed with Common,Gitts ,, are; but 


bri in forth: fcun to 
Kan Cs. 49 My - 
They ſuticr men ro be carelcls, þ 


abaut the manner of their dutics ; e' per 
ciallys 14 an. ati thet Intrinlecal PArt 
thereok, or. 6f the-polture of their Spir 
ri nan: of their bearts therein ; 
< be inthe So_—_ ell, bark 
or withcue the imward power, 
REA al kernel of perfor: 
wp 1 empty 7vr: 

terv | 

ec M0 aud at 


we 
mand to plealc men princt- 
mote thanGod, as the 
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TT ferb the foul not 


ak iy c>.ds, but alſo- to (fer, 


he will of God ( T Pet: 4.19%) even. 


al affictions that befall us here, "efpeck 
ally tor Chriſt, or the Golpel, or Righre+ 
ouſnels fake. Grace is a principle of 
Paſſion, aswell as of Action, and us 
to ſuffer well ( as to do well) © 
aftictions. 


I. Confidently in God for his elince 
and power in them, a boly uſe and bappy 
iflue out of them, withour-deſpondency, 
fainting, or Guking, 2 Cor. 4426, 37, 


Therefore we mot, faith becauf 
tees _ _ : 


2, Patremily,, With quiet ſubmiſtion, 
without murmuring or ning. Paxl, 
4+ Silvanus and Timothews icd 1n the 
{That 1.4 Theſſalonians, in the Churches of God, for 
their agony array | > rut 
ſecutions and tribulations which 
dured. Thc Saintsgraces, e Pec 


and patience, are tryed Wer cale 
afiiions, as Gold jn thi ite + 
| Rebrzne Saints are ſupported | 


by dl 
ons, which cannot bebe & oct 
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HY 2Cor. £2.40, - 1c wk Stribulge: 

rf ons, Rows. 5. 2. 4 
4. Boldly : without fear or ſhame. Thus 

e I] Poxticondured the affliftions of the'Go- | 

y L, 3 Tim. 1.172. This was his carrelt 

's == Hope, that in nothi 

P, be alhamed, bur that with 

e Rn nts ike be Trey in his 
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Los and if 1 periſh, 1 periſh, Either 4.46, 
( «s well as Aquils her Huls 
war willing and..bold to- lays dowe 
her own neck for Pal: life, Rpane16:3,4- 
- The courage of the holy M and 
of -Heroick Lather (-who would ga-ta 
Worms, if he knew that there were as 
many Devils there , "as Tiles-on-.the 
Houſes) cauled by par mrwore men 
of God io them, was admirable 
4. Sincerely: Grate ciſarhasas cuſs 
affliction rather than fin 3 as 4t did 7 
teuleave his Garment ..-ohis Miſtrels's 
hand, and to Jaſc his liberty and be put 
in Priſon, betore he worfld lye- with his 
Mitris, or do that great wickedneſs, and 
fin againſt Gods Gen; 39. g, 10, Oc and 
to chuſe. rather to ſutier affliction 


2a.” T2386 


tO Sat D 


STS EDT SSD ESRSTS 


+ oct oof Grace helps vs to endure 
ons, Znd bald out even to theiend, 
and'tobe faithful (1n fuffering af well as 
mndbieg) wntodeath, Kev. 2.10. 

We great need of Grace in utes 
ring Condition, to make us wile as Set+ 
penty, \Afa9t5. 16.16, 17. 23 Devid was, 
1 Sam, 18-29, 20. Innocent as Doves'; 
as Detiel was, Pax. 6. 22. Meck as Lambs, 
as Aigſes, Numb. 12. 3. Bold as Lyons, as 
the x1 Prov. a8.z.. i 

To make us falef, harmle(s and blame- 
leſs in a eur. inks as Chriſt was, 
1 Pe#."3. 21422,23 we do no ext 
wm faffcring evils; bor commit the k 
ing of our-foulk to God therein in ” 
doing, 1 Pet: 4. 19. 
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. Upon this account 


2 Tian. 4. 10. that be might 
of his ſufferings , but ST: 
—_— —_— ts —_- 
Joung man 

that came to Chriſt with "this Query, 
What ſeall 1 do 10 bavecternal life, bathe 
went away ſorrowful, for hehad great 
roſleſſions, 21atth. 19-16.40 23+ _ 

2th Effett, Grace ſtrengthens the {quires 
of oo eng 
of livtlphood in 
to bear aftiictions, and bow 
Chriſts yoak, and the back.@ ' Ceo 

athersRod 
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Timothy, to i (- or by | 

grace that-is in Chri En 
as Wiſdom. > wie 1s {tra th- 
Solomon, Prov. 24.5. Y. 
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a2 Love ( to wit, Spiri 


y ) which is ſtrong as 
ible and invincible. 
And Hope, which is an anchor of the 
ſoul both fure and (tedtaſt, Heb- 6.19. 


Graces of thi Spiric are the Spiritual ** 14%; 
of our warfare, which are migh- 
God, to the pulling down of 


Cc 
he oe 6 ag2o9 — IF 


3: that we may 'be able to 
aqpinſt principale and pow 


wr 
ers, Oc. 11, 12,73.-—to with- 


Us like a man in com 
, that eqcreaſerh 


of Grace bs, that: 
— though 
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"ie be Mrong in Tt , 1 

C or "excites us to 20; Hot in 4es Own: 
ſtreagth only, but'in” the Mtreapth'"'5 
Chritt' through the ſpirit, as [; riree 
before. 

» Common Gifts are weak feeble-ehingh 
('being colapared with Grace)" in *re* 


"Of addertakin and perform 
hard Taſkes, or duties ſpiritually *drfhi- 


'ealt, to the doing of which much ſmce- 
rity, ſelf-denyal and heart-inlargemetits 
are red. 


2.'Of conflifting with ſtrong” a” 
ruptions and vidio raſa x 
wreſtling againſt her ay d WF 


ers, fpiricual wick 
/3<*Of bearing hea gh, or en 
during great F'© £ "Hes." 
ah 132: fiery Tryals, 1 Per. 4.12: {pirt* 
ertions; and im prefioavof Gyite' 
dips re ,* 50. 6. 4. Pat.” 


15,76 Ty 
In" theſe reſpetts ootiad 

but fleſh ( without bone 

+ Embleme of weakneſs: + 

- of Godisf irit and powe 

. "Sh. Effet, Grate abſt ) 

inks takes us' off,” 1c 


as from it,and the things of zt 5 -as ie di 
David, cven ve himfelf as achild, 
ined from his Mother, ?P/el 131.2. 
>And Grace elevates us above the World,' See more 7 
1, "In our Afnds, ro mind the things' of cds 
the \fpirit , - Rom. 8, 5. to | bave 'vap Ef. 
Thoughts much on God ( as David had, | 
Pſal. 139.' 18.)) and in Heaven" ag'the 
Apoſtles had, looking at the things which 
—_ feen, which ate eternal, 2 Cor. 
4. 10» TC - 7 
2. In our Gearts, to fet our affetions 
on, and ſeek thoſe things thac- are | 
where Chriſt-fits oa rhe right hand 
God, Col.:3. 149; aw... 
3. in ourhve;,”to have ous: Conyetla- 
tion in Heaven, Ph. 3.20. rhar is; ac- 
cording tothe: Laws of Heaven, and'in 
$0r matters therept, whileft we 
go about our-@thly bulinefies, or deat 
gs with WITS, «6 . {res (61 ; 
5 IVEY ; & + ” TO 
bo Grace raiſeth up the ſoul to live above 
e $3. I. 45. bs ] 
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2. Above the good things. of the works; 


as:riches, honours, pteaſures,; and all 


-wotidly.pomp, glory, COIN above 


ps 1995 0p anddeli he : oy car- 


ings as below.it, 
tunder a 
iſe and tratn- 
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cuity:3 pam. £5 unſainfatorincs in 
them. It is the 
into the ſame poſtur 
Rew. 124.1. {cil-. to be 
Sun, and have the Moon wi 
3:0 "= above == rake 
world, as perſecution, 
ford, Se. che fuſleings of 11s py 
Time: and above all ti 
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them ſo agnot'to fear them z nor to faint 


or deſpond*under them, nor to. be hin- 
dered/[Heaven-ward by them 3: but to 


 overcgme,them (or get above them) by 
 patieng-bearing of them or ſtanding un- 


der them, Jaw.1.12, Wwwirey zor contempt 
of them.z. counting. them not worthy-of 
the glory that ſhall be revealed in us. | 

Atthftion improved by Grace, to 
lift-up a foul nearer Heaven as the Wa- 
ters of. the flood- bare. up Noahs Ark, 
above..the Earth. Hence ſome Saints 
have had the moſt raiſed fublimated ſpi- 
rits in their loweſt eſtates, as the Apoltles 
and the holy Martyrs and others. 


It 1s the Nature of, Grace 'to' york the | 


ſoul upward in all -its motions, towards 


God ; and they are ft up towards Hea- 


yen..', Grace is a'holy fire ſent from Hea- 
yen, to be kept continually burging in 
our hearts 4 the ſparks whereof flye up- 
ward. (as ſparks of firedo) and. our fouls 

cend in them to Heaven, as Elijah did 
an a'fiery Chapiot, and as the Angel in 
the flame of the Altar. It makes us when 


it. fleep, and when'we awake” to Judg. r3. y 


lk with God, as David was,' Pſal. 
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Every thing moves towards is proper 
place ; whence it came, thirher it would 
return as Rivers do from and to the Sea, 


'Feclef. 1. 7. Grace comes from Heaven, 


thereforeit {trivesto go to Heaben, and 
It makes us 
"count our ſelves and carry as ſtrangers 


and Pilprims here below, as in a' ſtrange 


Countrey '; as far from home as Heaven 


is from Earth : and co go'homeward, 


- thatis, Heaven-ward; upward, to our fa- 


£ Cant.2.14, 


thers houſe, as' our long, laſt, and conti- 
nol 'Journey towards felicity and eter- 


GraGegives a ſoul Wings like a'Dove 
to fly upts/Chriſtthe Rod of Ages, and 
hide it ſe\in-the deft of It;to be ſafe 
and ſecure : yeamakesit 'mount'up with 
Wings as Eagles. '' Fa.” 40. 3f: to {bare 


aloft." Grace is-a (pully to wind up*the 
24 "03..,6 Jy 


ſoa! toHeavert. '(/#{-v- - | 
--: Common Gifts are but low Principles 
(in compariſon of | Grace )- for men' to 


tive, walk, work or at by they cannot 


Wing them for God, Heaven, or thirigs 
above, but fuffer them to be like creeping 
things, of go by grounds z to mind earth- 
iy. things, ſet their on 
things, below, and ſeck great thir | 

ves 
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themſelves here : to make carth their 
Throne and Heaven their footſtole, and 
have their portion in this life, | 
They leave men to be of the World 
as well as in it ; to conform and faſhion 
themſelves to it z to comply with and'be 
atedby 'the ſpirit of the World ; there- 
fore the World loves them, and -fpeaks 
well *of them, Job, 15. 19. Hende com- 
mottgitted men for the moſt part” finde 
more favour in and from the' World, 
thatiſpiritual-graced men do. *\ 
It «not the power of Common Gifts 
and parts, to ſublimate or raiſe. up"mehs 
ſpirits-tontigh, ſpiritaal, heaverfiypicch 
or frame, to hve math 'above the” Rare, 
Sphear, or Element of he World; and 'the 
men of ad. 5 ffT/3 1”. 3% 
9th Effet , Grace Saveth-ws, and that 
wihaweverlaſtiny Salvacron, Eph.2. 5. 
by grace" ye are ſaved, which includes not 
Free-Grace, good 'will and pleaſure 
in God, but alſo ſanifying grace from 
God. He calls the grace of the fpirit, 
thoſe better things, which accompan 
Salvation, Heb, 6. 9. ixiurre 4 cornties, ack, 
things as contain falvition, or are -con- 
_—_ to'it, or touch" upon it, 'or | take 
of t: Theſe _ bear us company 
_, 2 ro 
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Ve nc and put-us into poſſeſſion of 
Eternal Glory. 
Grace accompanies Salvation Gre 
| Wayes. 
- , 14 By way of dire#ion, it leades us in 
- Eph.2.10. the right way, ſtraight to - Heaven ? 
7 Grace 1s the path of life, and to life, 
Plal..1 6.11. 

2, Of imtereſt. Every Grace gives 'us a 
true and real Right and Title to Heaven 
by yertue of Gods promiſe. 

As, faith in God, 1 Pet. 1. 9. Joh..3 

" 16, 36. He that believeth on ibs ow hath 
everlaſting life. 

| ance, AG, 11.18. 2 Cor. 7.10. 

ly. ſorrow worketh >= gm to 
ſalvation, #ot to be repented 

Hope, Heb. 6. bg. Rom. 
ſaved by hope. 

_ LToveto God, L'Ca.2. 9: FI I» £2 
—— be ſpall receive the Crown of life, which 

the Lord hath pr to them. that lous 
him. 

Sanity and purity, Pſal. 24. 4 . Mat. 
r, 8... Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhal te God, 

dience aGye, Mat. 7.21. Not every 

one that ſaith to me Lord, Lord, ſhall eter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, but re 


2 © WW «a w@@d &4 _ ==x« 


os 2.4. We are 


Wa = 5 wo wn 


ed b x 


doth the will of avy Father, &c. and paſſive, 

Mat. 5.11, 12: = 5 hi, 
 - Perjeverance, Matth.'10.' 22. He that 
4 endureth to the end fball | be ſaved, Rey, 
2.10. Be thou faithfull unto deith, and I 
will give thee a Crown of life. 

3. By way Of preparation; every Grace 
hi conduceth to fit us for Heayen, and the 
Kingdom of Glory. We cannot want 
one Grace, if we would pertect holineſs 
= in the fear of God. 

4. Of evidence and aſſurance. Every | 
Grace is. a fign of Salvation.. - Grace is 
one of the three that bear witneſs on 
Earth, 1 Joh. 5.8. the ſpirit, and 
* i the water (that is, fantifying Grace) and 
O if the blacd; and this is the Record 
| that d hath given us Eternal life; 
"el verſe 11: | 

The Graces of the Spirit are the firſt 
fruits of the Spirit, Roms. 8. 23. beſtow: 
ed 0n-us 1n'this life, for an earneſt or 
pledgeto aſſure us of the. whole lamp or 
crop of Glory, which we ſhall receive in 
the life to- come. - The leaſt ſparke or 
mite of Grace may be a ſure fign of $al- 
vation, Matth. 12. 23. : 4 bruiſed reed 
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5. By way Of initiation: for grace is , 
glory begun, and glory is grace perfeQed. 
Grace is the forerunner of glory, 
glory sthe'confummator of grace, 2 Pet. 
1.11. hereby an entrance is miniſtred 
abundantly unto us into the eyerlaſting 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Common gifts are neither fure Cauſes, 
r certain eyidences of Salyation. 
hough they be excellent in themſelves, 

et they will ſufter men to fall ſhort of 
MC and toperiſh and fink into hell, 
as they did Cain, Saul, Judas, Scribes, Pha- 
rilces, Hy ocrites,- Apoſtates, falfe Pro- 
phets, falls Apoſlles, talſe Brethren. 

Theſe, ſerve for the good of others 
( as t have ſhewed ) many times more 
than of thoſe that have and uſe: them; 
ro qualifie men for itnployments, as for 
the ſeryice of the Church, 1 Cor. 13. 
7. &c. whereby they may profit others, 
and civilize themſelves, but: riot ſanQifie 
or ſave thetnſelves ; being like the Car- 
penters that built an Ark for Noab, and 
periſhed themſclves : Some that 'reueh 
others may be caſt-awayes themſelves 
and that S#1n Moſer's chair mays never jt 
in #brebew's boſome. Vertue andvivili 
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are beſtowed onthe Heathens (faith age) Peadte. 
for a common good, for preſervation of 
humane Society, to ſerve Providence 
therein-z they being the bonds and { 

news thereof, without which men could 

not live nor converſe peaceably. | 

But theſe could not intitle'nor advance 
them to Heaven. 

Cummon Gifts and moral Vertues are 
attainable under a Covenant of works, 
under which 1s no ſalvation. Yea,excel- 
lent Parts, and Eminent abilities tn mat- 
ters of Religion, are no ſure ſigns of 
Grace (becauſe they and Grace are ſepa- 
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' rable ) much leſs of Glory. 


Yea even extraordinary Gifts, as of 
Prophecy, working Miracles, ejettimg 
Devils, &c. have been given to ſome, 
whom Chriſt will difown, diſclaim and 
call workers of iniquity, and ſhut out of 
Heaven, Matth. 7. 22, 23. 

Common Gifts may obtain temporal 
rewards, but not Eternal. And Authors 
obſerve, that God hath proſpered thoſe "2 
perſons and  Common-Wealths much, F 
wherein Hoaeſty and Morality were belt zwges, Of: 
maintained, as that of the Romans long. Afurnces 
While Moral vertues were prattiſed and * **** 5 
cheriſhed among them Kowe flouriſhed, 
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and was the Queen of the World : bat. 
when theſe fajled, and vices grew up in 
their room, then ſhe became ſo ſick; that 
ſhe couldneither indure her diſeafes, nor 
yet her remedies. | 
oth Effet, Grace ſatisfieth and con- 
tents the ſoul as the fear of God, be that 
hath it ſhall abide ſatisfied, Prov. 1 9. 23. 
Hence « good man 3s ſatisfied from bim- 
felf, Prov. 14. 14. as having an «vraguee, 
or ſelf-ſufficiency in himfelt : that is a to 
ſpring of Grace in his boſome, which Yan 
eds and fills the ſoul, with peace, joy, Yar 
and comfort. Nv 
B Grace rooted in, and- cleared up to. w 
” Gen.zz- the ſoul, will inable ir to fay with Jacob, II r: 
ba 16.6. 797 VO Thave all, and with David, the 
| Lines are faln 10 me its pleaſant places, T ni 
have a goodly heritage ; for God is \my 
rtion 3 I have grace in preſent pot- 
ſeflion, and glory in certam reverſion; 
and joy borh in hand and in (hope-.. 
- Grace teacheth us the: Divine art of 
© Phil. Contentment, with Pax/ in whatſoever, 
+ '111 ſtate we are, therewith to be content: 
"8 as how to be abaſed and how-to:abound, + 
how to be caſt down. and -hew tobe. lift 
up, how to be at the bottom, and how on : 
; the top of Farobs Ladder. G71, LM __ ' 
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up to himſelf -a heart 'content or ſouk 
fatisfation;'of all creature-comforts put 
together ;-but pitcheth upon {piritual, 
ſuitable refreſhmentsand comtorts of a 
igher and heavenlier ſtamp and ſtrain. 

ehathmeat to eat, even hidden Man- 
nah from above, a delight .in doing the 
will and works of his father 3 and drink 
to drink (the water of life) and . cloaths 
to put on (the robe of righteouſneſs ) 


Hand a houſe above not made with hands; 


and friends above; that cannot dye and 
will not lye, that bave noo faults, and 
will not fail : and riches above, even du- 
rable ſubſtance. x 

And all theſe which the World knows 
not of, Fob. 4. 32, 34+ 

Theſe are through Grace the ſprings 
of divine fatisfaftion and content to the 
ſoul. So 1s Godlinefs. or . true piety, a 
well-contenting ſufficiency, or -ſatisfa- 
ctory contentment 3 it being great gain, 
and profitable to all intents and pur 
baving promiſe: of the life that now 1s, 
and of that which 15 to come, 1 Tv. 4. ©. 
with Chap. 6,7, 8. So is wiſdom, which 
upon'this account is as good yea better 
than wealth,or an inheritance,Eccleſ.7.1 S. 


ſois Gods preſence with us, which gra 
gets keeps, and improves , Heb. 13: 5, 

his makes us to be content , 2<# mage, 
with ſuchthingsas we have, though the 
be few, ſmall and mean. ; 

Common Gifts cannot fatisfie a ſou 
nor give ſound, folid, peace, joy 'or com 
fortto it, but they leave the heart ems 
pty of theſe, even when the Head is filled 
with Parts and Gifts. 

11th Effet, Grace wakes ws bumble in 
Spirit ; little and low, yea,.vile in our 
own eyes, to be as Valleyes, Shrubs z 
it did Abraham, to think /himfelfbut duf 
and aſhes, Ger. 18.27, and Fatob to be 
leſs than the leaſt of all Gods mercies, i 
Chap. 32. 10. and Jobto be vile with ar 
Ecce, Chap. 40, 4. Behold Iam vile, GM j 
and John Baptifi to think himſelf not 
worthy to unlooſe the latchet of Chriſts 
Shoos, Lake 3.16. and Peter to confeſs hit 
ſelf, aman, a finner, Luke 5. 8. a mixt 
as it were, of fin and filth: and the Cem 
twrion to (ay, he was not worthy thi 
Chriſt ſhould enter under his* roo 
Lacks 7. 6. and Pavl to thiok himſelf the 
leaſt of Saints and greateſt of finne 
Eph.3.8.and tobe nothing, he w 
in nothing behind the very ehi A pC 
ſtles, 2 Cor, 12,11, Nai 


z./Grace is light, which diſcovers fin 
and4&1f, and the fooliſhneſs of both in 
Mus; our. —_ of grace, vileneſs and 

unwotthmeſs 3 and the beauty, excellen- 
cy and glory of God, and the dreadful di- 
ſtance between God and us ; which makes 
as Joath, - and abhor our ſelves as Job 
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mixture of corruption is in the higheſt 
and moſt enlarged exerciſe of grace ; 
which grace diſcovers, as it doth alfo 
the iniquities of - our holy thingsz and 
how our beſt, ations are ſtained with 
imperfections and defects , and all this 
to humble us. Hence Chriſtians are ſub- 
jet to offend by, or to fall into the 
fin- that is moſt contrary to that grace 
wherein they moſt excell, as abrabaw 
did in diſtroſt z Ages in paſſion, Namb, 
11.14, 19, Pal. 106. 33. Jobin impatt- 
en-W ence, Chap.3. Divers ations of the god- 
NF ly recorded. in Scripture , are bletfnſhe 
with) notable failings, as was that of- Rs- 
bab,'Heb; 11.37. 

2. Grace ler us ſce, that what we are, 
have, or dothat is good, is all from God, 
(1 Cpr, 4:7. ) ot atall from our (elves; 
24D) | Hence 
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did. me 2 in duſt and aſbes. Much J-> 45.6 
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© Henceit inclinesandengageth our hearts 
x Chron. to aſcribe all the glory hereof to God 
39-14 alone, and<o take no praiſe at all'to. our 
ſelves. Sodid Paxl,. 1 Cor. 15. 10. By.the 
grace of God, Tam, what I am, O&c.----I la- 
boured more abundantly than they all , yet 
wot I, but the grace of God which was with 
me.T hoſe good ſervants in Lake 19.16.18. 
acknowledged , that not they, but their 
Maſters Talents had gained ſo much more. 
Not our pains, but thy pounds. 
Hence thoſe that havethe moſt grace, 
are the humwbleſt ſouls. = bs 
Common Gifts without ſpecial Grace - 
puff men up, and make, them proud, ' 
2 Cor. 8. 1. 1he Church of Corinth afteted [ 
gifts more than Grace ( for which Paw * 
reproves them) becauſe by their gifts 
they were more admired and applauded. 
The Apoſtle in 1 Cor. Chep.3. G& 4. ſpeaks 
of diverſe Carnal effe&s of ſpiritual abi- 
lities, as to lift men up in ſelf-conceir : to 
make rents and parties in Chriſts Church, 
to: bring things into confuſion and di(- 
order. 405 
12th Effet, Grace is difſaſtve and 'Com- , 
awunicative of it ſelf to others, as the 
Sun 1s of light , the Fire-of heat ,- the 
Waer- of moiſture , the Earth- of :its 
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fruits, the Fountain of water, the flower 
of its ſweetneſs. 

Grace is' c@leſtial liquor infuſed into 
our ſouls, not tobe barrel'd and bunged 
up for our own: uſe only, but to be 
broached and drawn. forth for the 
benefit of others: or. a Treaſure to be 
laid in, .to the end it may be laid out: 
and a Talent given to us with: a charge 
to be; employed-and . improved, not only 
for our Heavenly Maſters :advantage, but 
alſo:for - our fellow-ſervants 'good , as 
well asour own.” '; #hex thow art convert- 


F ed,7. e, recovered from thy: fall and de- 
- a nyal'of thy Maſtery-ſaith: Chrift to Peter, 
al ll ſrengthen thy brethren, Luke: 2+. 32. So 
+ © >< dothexeellently in both his Epiſtles. 
" Tothis effe&t may add two: particu- 
oe © 14r5:more...! . -:2cl15 136 | 
- --/That Grace'gives a Chriſtian expe- 
o | ence:in hinifelf of the rhings: of God 3 
: and :enables him to ſpeak thereof from 
> | his own heart: which goeth moſt effe- 
Qually to-the hearts of others ) and to de- 
bY clare| what God: hath done for his ſoul, 
a} 7j44-66; 16. . | 
> | Grace willmakea man,a Miniſter eſpe- 
. cially, to cat the roul ( of Gods revealed 
} 


will or word) and digeſt it before he 


declare 
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declare it, and chew the 'meat of whe 
ſome Do&rine or Counſel firſt, and fue 
ſweetneſs and nutriment into: his ſoul,ar 
labour to feel the efficacy of it in "his 
own heart , which he gives forth aunt 
others, ( asthe Nurſe chews meatfor rhe 
Child ). to commend it from his own ex+ 
perience, Ezek.. 2. 8. & 3. 1, 2,7. 80% 
mvan, eat that thou findeſt ; cat thisrol/ 
go ſpeck to the Howſe. of Iiracl. rp " 
commanded to cat the lietle , and 

then told he maſt prophofic, Revanig, 1 r. 

Grace helps Chriſtians toear therraths 
of God by faith, and digeft them by Me-} $ 
ditation ., and therewith' tb feed others ; Ml 1+ 
and excites them to a further receprion 

_ andconcodtiow of ſpiritual things. 

2. Hence -it is thar Grace is not-6nly 
Communicative to others , but thereby 
augmentative,accumulative and corrobo- 
rative to it ſelf, by ſcattering ( in Com- 
munion ) it gathereth : by highting the 
Candles of others, it ſhines more 
ly 3. by kindling or blowing up the coals 
of attetions in others, it enflames 
it ſelf and burns hotter : by watering 
others, it is watered alſo it felf, ro wit, 
with Gods blefling, Prev. 11.25. tomake 
the foul, that is liberal in the exerciſe 
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» _ fatrer and fuller, and more fruitful 1 
J in every work. To bim that hath 

id (4.8. > ox php re ory e: qd ro 

11s Fr others ) groves, 

[ory any abundance, Matth. 25.19; 
Commend © Bir mer may cimeeto 
oy, SO and retentive thereof to 
t ves alone, to monopolize them, 
and think' much to. communicate them 
yi unto others, leſt their excellency ſhould 
nd = Eclipſed thereby ; or enables them to 
T7 from the head, not frow'theheart, 
the Notion,/ not from: afte&tions, from 
Speculations not 'from'praftice.: They 
leave men'to be ſtrangers is Expericace, 
to what "they: hald forth in Exprefiions. 
Like dry Nurſes, that have no Milk of 
their own 4 but whar they- prepare for 
their 'obildren, Like: Cooks rhat dreſs 
daintiesfor others, but eat none-of ther. 
Like 'that carry Tokens or 
Prefents-to others, but do noe partake 
thereof. 

13thEffet : Gvaee is Filborious. 
NID us 1#! overcome evil in others 
ourgood, Rom: 12.21. 
I. Their evil Qualitics or Conrmpriens, 
with our Verues:' As, 
T. Their Pride and Haughtineſs, with 


our 
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our Humility and Condeſcenfic 
- 2+ Their Paſhon, Fury, Frowardnef 
with our Patience, Meckne,Ger 
tleneſs. 

3- Their Hatred, Malice, Envy , Bit 
terneſs, with our Love, Goodnef: 
Kindaeſs. 

4- Their Deceit, Dilemblzag, He 
low-heartedneſs, Hypocrihe tc 
wards us, with our Sincerity, K 
ality, plam and open-heartedneſs. 

5: Their Ficklene(s, Inconſtancy ar 
falling offfrom us, with our Fun 
neſs, Stedfaſtneſs, Fidelity, 


2. Their Evil Fords, a 
Speeches, with our ſoft,mj 
tle Anſwers, Prov. 15. 1. & 25; 15. 
3. Thcir Evil Deeds,or the wrong they 
have done us i.any kind : Six wayes, 
I. By Forbearance to recompence evil 


hands. Thus Grace made 
ſpare 8auls hfe twice ( even while 
Sax! (ought bis life) as in the Cave 


at Engeds, 1 Saw. 244, 7+ gow 
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evd of the Chapterg and in the 
Hill of Hachilab , 1 Saw. 26.7. to 
13,21, 22, 25: When God deh- 
vered 8anl into Devids hand ; and 
David might as eatily have cut off 
his head, as the ſkirt of his Robe 3 
and have taken away his life as 
his Spear and the Cruiſe of Water 
from Savlr Bolſter. This was a 
glorious and fignal victory of 
Grace ; obſerve how Saul was af- 
ſeted 26d overcome thereby, 
how mollified, yea, melted. 


2.8yP arden of theirTreſpaſles againſt 


us, Matth. 6. 12,14, 15. If you 


forgive not men their treſpaſſe:, nei- 


ther will your Father forgroe your 
treſp aſſes. 


3. By Prayer to God for them, as 


Chriſt commands us, Afatth. 5. 44. 
as, that he would forgive them 
the injuries they do us, as Chriſt 
rayed for them that crucified 

imz and Sfepben for them that 

ſtoned him, that he would give 
them Grace to repent and amend, 
and ſtay Enmity in them, and pull 
therh out of the gall of bitterneſs 
and bond of iniquity: and thar 
Q. God 


God would vouchlafe ( or reach 
forth ) Temporal mercies to them 
according to their need. David 
prayed often and heartily for his 
enemies , Pſalm 35. 13, 14+ By 
prayer We may OVETCOme Our ene» 
mies, and the evil they have done 
us, or intended againſt us, as 7 «cob 
did _y Brother Ejas, Ge. 32. 6,7, 
11,28, 

4+ By Pitty of them for their miſe- 
ries, and by mronraing for their ini- 
2 "EE 

5. By Beneficence relieving t in 
their Neceſlitics ; If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him, if be thirſt , give 
him drink , (aith Paxil, Row. 12.20. 
and Soelowen, Proverbs 25,721, 22. 
Why ſo? For two Reaſons. 

Reaſon 1.1n ſo doing thou ſhalt heap 
coals of fireon his head. Coals of Con- 
verſion, or of Conviction and Conciliath 
on. Thou ſhalt either, 

1. Melt him, and make him thy fricnd 
for ever. 

2. Or cauſe heart-burning and gri 
in him, or his conſcience to and og 
prick. him for doing thee wrong 3 and 
make him aſhamed thereof , and _ 


$53. 7a, 


TP 0 


FX £2: 


-ap 
20- 
ath 
-nd 
ief 
ind 
ind 
oOnN- 
feb 


feſs ( as Saw! did-to Devid) that thou 
art more righteous than he. | 

3. Or hereby heap Gods Judgements, 
like coals of fire upon him C1t he be not 
won by thy charity and beneficence to- 
wards him. ) In the event thereot,r h 
not in thy intent therein, which ſhould 
be to dohim good and no hurt. For by 
this means we leave vengeance to Gods 
to whom aloae it belongs, . Raw. 12. 20- 
Pſalms 9 4. 1. 

Reaſon 2. The Lord ſhall reward thee, 
ſaith Solowen,though thine caemy cannot, 
or will not, 

Eliſhe cauſed Bread and Water to be 
ſer before the Army of the Syrians 
( which was ſent to Da#baw to apprehend 
him) that they might cat and drink, and 

to their Maſter, and would not ſuffer 
| ing of read to ſmite them, when 
having ſmitten them with blindneſs he 
hed ous into Sameris , 2 Kings 6. 19, 
a1, 22, 23. This ftorbearance and courte- 
ous entertainment of them, ſo overcame 
them, that the bands of &zris came no 
more { as Enemies ) into the Land of 
Iſrael. 

This is the- prevalency of a gift, to 
fubdue auger - and ſtrong wrath m others 
Q 2 towards 


14. Gract & Villoriow. 


towards us, Prov. 21. 14. & 17. &. Thus 
Jacob pacitied Eſaw with a £cnt, Cem. 

2.20. &33-4, 10. and Abigeil did De- 
vid, 1 Sam. 25.27. | 

6. By good Counſel to diſſwade and di- 
vert them from their evil Machinations 
and ations __ us : © did 
the Princes and the le, trom putting 
him to death, chap. 26. 12.f0 Sai 
Lot laboured to reſtrain the wicked So- 
domites from their foul deeds, Gen.1g.7. 
and as the man, the Maſter of the Houle 
did thoſe Sons of Belial, in Jadg.19.22,2 3+ 

This overcoming of others evil with 
our good by all thole Wayes or Means, 
1s the defign, atchievement and ueſt 
of Gods Grace in us, which ( like Chriſt 
the Author thereof, who fits on a whate 
Horſe , and hath a Bow and a Crown 
given him, Keve/.6, 2. ) goeth forth, in 
the exerciſe of it, according to its mea- 
ſure, conquering and to conquer , to wit 
evil with good. 

Grace 1s viderions not only over evil 
in others, bur, 

I, Over fin in our ſelves *: by mortifca- 
tion to reliſt the er, and fubdue the 
Dominion thereof in us, Col. 3. 5. 

2. 0ver ſelf: our ——— 


, 


> ea a« Awe 


mm. 


ſons, ſtubborn wills, corrupe affeRtions, 

and ſel-cnds, by abnegation, AMaet.16.24. 

4 which is a noble. kind of victory , more 
gloriousthan to take a City, Prov. 16.3 a 


It or to overcome a Country or an Army. 
ns Self-denyal. is fſelt-victory and felf- 
1d rule. 

Ng 3. Over the World. 

as 1. Over the good thing: in it, as riches, 


O- F honours, pleaſures, friends, &e. By alic- 
7+ nation, or ttting looſe in our affections 
ic Y from them, to be willing to part with 
3- Y them when God ( or men by his Permi(- 
th hon ) deprives us of them, or of Com- 
s, 8 fort in them. Grace made Davids foul 
lt © to be, and carry as a weaned Child, 
ut 7/al. 131. 2. 

re 2. Over the evil things in it, as Tribu- 
wn lation, Diſtreſs, Perſecution, &c. All 


my kind of Aﬀittions, by faith and patience 
a-  inthem all, 2 Theſſ. 1. 4. 1 Jobs 5. 4. Rev. 
yie 


13. 10. 

By faith in Chriſt, and patience or ſub- 
m1 to Chriſt, we are more than 
uverours over them all, Kow.T. 37. 
that is, we overcome and are ſure of V1- 
Rory before we fight. 

4- Grace gets and gives us victory over 
the Devil, bis Wiles, Tentations and AC- 
Q3 laules ; 


15. Wart <7 
Gaults 3 and enables us © to reſiſt himas 
to make hini flee from us, James #: 7. and 
to keep our ſelves, that rhe wicked one 
touch us not, 1 Jobs 5. 18: thatis, catiaot 
get within us, nor get advittage agiſt 
us. This is the purport of qur putti 
on the whole armour of God , Epbep. 

Y jo | 

This Victory which the Grace of God 
obtains for us, ſcil. over Sid, Self, World 
and Satan, hath a great [nfluence into our 
overcoming of othersEvil with our Good, 
which Congueſt of evil with good by Grace 
hath four properties : Itis, 

1. A Godly or Godlike Viftory, of to 
overcome, as God the Father doth the 
Sons of men, our evil, with his good 3 to 
this end he makes his'Sun to rife ; and 
Tain tofall, vn the juſtand unjuſt; Aer, 
5.45- and to imitate him herein, is to 
be ( thatis, to declare our ſelves to be ) 
the children of. our Father which is in 
Heaven: and to beperfeR, as our Father 


; 


which is in Heaven is perfect , ver. 49. 
which is a moſt excellent degree of Per- 
fection. Hence this 18 the deſign of his 
goodneſs, forbearance and long-tuffering 
towards us, to lead us to repentance, 
Rom. 2.4. | 
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2. A Clrift-like ViDory. This was Chriſts 
way of overcoming all, all Enemies, and 
all evils all his dayes: and tn this way of 
victorious ſuffering he finiſhed his work 
the Father gave him to do, and was made 
perfeR, Heb. 2. 10. and entered into his 
Glory : and herein he hath left us an 
example of Conqueſt, that we ſhould fol- 
low his ſteps, 1 Pet. 2. 23. 

3. A'Goſpel-like Victory, BY the Ruls, 
and in the Spirit and Power of the Go- 
{pel. To overcome evil with good 
through Grace , is a Goſpel-becoming 
Converſation, a great Honour and Or- 
o | namentto it. What glorious Conqueſts 
\e | didthe Martyrs get over their Enemies, 
.o © 2nd what advantage to the Truth and 
id } Cauſe of God, by their patient ſufferings, 
+, © and thereby couragious overcomings of 
o BW Evils from men ? 

) BY #- This is afroit-bearing Vidtory. 
74 This will produce much Tranquility, 
er | Calnineſs and Comfort in our Spirits (for 
9. Þ the exercife of Grace is ever attended 
r- © with peace) and prevent the contrary, 
1s Wy that is, much difquiet and trouble of 
ng. mind and heart in us, by paſſion , impa- 
0c I tience and revenge 3 which, if we be 
2 avercome with evil, will raiſe Tumults 
Q 4 and 


Coun qY Ro IONRRCOTTOT ms 


& Perry. 


#1 ito i. As ww. 
| Commotions..in/ us, ' and bring ou 
ſouls into a hurry. wy 


This will fet off our good with orcater | 
luſtrez and make it appear to be yery. 


oodly and eyely : pure good, evengood 
- den for goodneſs ſake : 


contrary. 

This wiltprevent our good (the good 
we have done, or do to others ) from be- 
ing evil {poken of Rom. 14.16. which 
is cauſed not only by our abuſe of Chri- 
ſtian liberty, but by avenging our ſelves, 
or by recompenſing evil for evil to others 
10any kind. | 

This will make iniquity .( #. e..the 
workers of iniquity ) bes their mouths 
Job5.16. as afraid and aſhamed, to ſpeak 
evil of our good converſation in Chriſt. 


This is the way to put to filenceevil-lay- 


ers and evil-doers,with our well-doing. 
This will entitle us to thoſe martifold, 
retious Promiſes entailed by Chriſt upon 
Lim that overcomes, in Rev. 2, 717-11, 

26. & 3.12.21. As, Eating-of the Tree 
Life, and of hidden Manna: a white ftone, 
and in it a new name written which no man 
krows , ſaving be that. receives it + Beimy 
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without mo-! 
tive toit from men, or ſelf-ends z againſt ' 
provocations and male-deſerts to the 
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4 made a pillar in the Temple of God; :and 
Þ having a of God, and ACA 
' Ged, the New Jeruſalem written wpon him: 
fl and: the dignity to fit with Chriſt in 'his 
Throne, even as he uſo. overcame, and is ſet 
dowe with his Father in his Throne. | In 
J ſhort, He that overcometh ſhall inherit off 
things, and God will be his God, and he ſhall 
be his Son; as it 1s, Rev. 21-7. 
2d 14th Effe&t : Grace grows. in degrees 
e- F and meaſure, in height and ſtature, in 
ch _ and vigour, in ſtability and fruit- 
1- F fulneſs. 
s, I will give you ſeven Reaſons for it : 
Ts Reaſon 1. Becauſe Grace is Yittle , low 
and weak in us at firſt, and mult grow up 
he Y by -degreesin the'uſe of Means, to per- 
hs fetion, as all Creatures that have life, 
akY vegetative, ſenſitive, or rational Plants, 
ſt. BY Beaſts, Men, do according to their kinds. 
y- Godpives hispeople but a ſmall quan- 
| tity of Grace, a Seed, a Kernel, or a Root, : 
1d, Y alittle ſtock, to begin or ſet up with. y 
on But God hath put a quality into it to | 
grow up more and more- For Grace be- 
ing a principle of life, is a principle of 
growth alſo. 
 *And God hath appointed a meaſure of 
ſtature, or 44 aperiod of growth for 
| every 


Mar. 12.20 
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"mgbero 
yftical oye; Chriſt ,- Epbeſ. 4. 1 
fas calls it the meaſure of the ſtature 


.of the fulneſs of Chriit, wherein | 


Chriſt filleth all in all. 
: How many -\Cubits want we ; here « 


thicgut ſtature,or full meaſure in-Chriſtz 
and this we muſt labour for,andattain un+ 


to by growth. 


Hence there are ſeveral Ages of Chri- 


ſtians diſtinguiſhed by their growth, or 
_—_—— the Scriptures. | 
are Babes 1n Chriſt,and ina great 
meaſure carnal, others are (more ) ſpiri- 
tual, 1 Cor. 3.1. 
Some are little Children, ſome young 
men, ſome Fathers, 1 Fobn 2:12,13. AMna- 


fon of Cyprus was an old Diſciple, A#r 
21:16. 


Some are weak, fach as have need of 


Milk; ſome ſtrong, Heb. 5.13, 14. that 
have need of ſtrong meats. 


Some are ſmoakir flax, ( where there | 


is but little fire, and much ſmoke of in- 
firmity ) or a bruiſed reed, where there 
is much breaking, and little ſtrength” or 


healing. 


Others are like ſtrong Oaks, or flaming | 


Torches. 
tr Reaſon 


20 grow up op uno, 1n od 
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Ref. 2. There are many defelFs ig# the 
graces of the Saints in 'this life, 1n the 
381ight or life, heats or power, attivity or 
Wevidence of them ; as i» knowledge and 
in-faith 4 for we know and believe but 
Yin part — in love, holinef, humility, 
FF fincerity, patience, and in the reſt; Pax/ 
prayedexceedingly, toſee the Theffalo- 
_"Fnians face, zemwyrioa: 74 irigipare The wires, 1 The. 
1 Jto perfet the 'defefts or that which was * ** 
Or Ylacking in their faith, ſcil. in knowledge, 
aſſent, adherence, aſſurance. 
at F Now the defetts of all Graces are to 
fl- Ybe ſupplyed, recruited or repaired by " 
Grace. ” 
ng Keaſon 3. Becauſe Grace is compared I 
"4" to ſuch things as are ſmal in their begin- 
#: Þl ning but great in their growth 3 or as muſt 
Egrow, or they cannot be of much uſe, 
of F nor come to maturity or perfection ; as 
at Y"'1. Tothe Morning light, which begits 
Yin a {mall hairlike ray or Thred of light, 
but grows til it hath fill'd the whole He- 
miſphere with glorious beams, Prov. 
4.18. the path of the juſt is as the ſhi- 
ing light , that ſhineth more and more 
e& day. 
Y 2. To fed fown in the Earth, which 
 Yſprings and grows up, firſt to the _ 
then 
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thet} to the care, and after that'to" the 
Fall-corn in the eare; Mark. 4: 28. thoup 


inſenſibly (whileſt it is in fer) ſo as the 


Seedeſman knows not how, or diſcerns 
not in the motion of it 3 Corn muſt grow 
elſe it can never be ripe, nor bring forth 
any increaſe-and there will be no harveſt, 
eſpecially to a graim of Muſtard-ſeed, 
which is the leaſt of all feeds when it i 
ſown in the carth, but it yoo up and 
becometh greater than all herbs, Ge. 
Mark, 4. 31, 32- yea it becometh a Tree, 
fothat the birds of the aire lodge in the 
branches thereof. 

Faith is compared to this Grain, for 
Seed and Growth. 

3.,To a ſparke or ſmoke, which grows 
up or breaks out to be a flame, 4ſat.12, 20. 

4. To flowers as the Lily, Hol. 14. 5, 
1 will be as the dew to Iſrael ( ſaith God ) 
and be ſhall grow as the Lilly, to- wit, in 
beauty and glory, which exceeded Sols:, 
won in all his Royalty : in (weetneſs and 
fragrancy 3 ( ctins their (mel is a 
Lebanon, Hoſ. 14. 6. where many odori- 
ferous Trees and Flowers'did grow) in 
rity and whiteneſs ; Confider the Lily 
i» hy grow, ſaith Chriſt, Afatth, 
6, 20, 
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5. To #reer;\which muſt grow upy or 
+l they cannot - bear” fruit. Hol. 14. '6. 
'thell they ſhall caſt forth their roots as Leba- 
is ff non, and grow as the Vine, v. 7. 
ow 6+ Grace is compared alſo to childrew 
"thi that muſt grow up, or they can never at- 
eli] tain to'be' men, 1 Pet. 2.2. to a building 
ced {| that muſt be raiſed or built up higher and 
t is} Þigher, elſe it will never be a houſenor 
andÞ] fit _ _ toms 3. 9. Tee —_— 
ec, Building. 11ding is growing, « 2+ 
reef 275 7 to the + as th of % body, 
the] which are hetle at firſt, and muſt grow 
up, or they will never come to their mea- 
for} fure of ſtature; Col. 2. 19: to the Calves 
of the ſtall, Mal, 4. 2. Tee ſhalt go forth, 
and grow up as Calves of the Stall. 

Reaſ. 4. God gives us precepts, promiſes 
and prefidexts 10 his word for growth 1n 
grace. | 

I. Precepts, commanding it, x Cor. 
16.13. 2 Core7. 1. Heb;6.1. 1 Pet. 2.2- 
2 Pet. 1.4. and 3. 18. 
2. Pramiſes enſuring it, that grace ſhall 
row in us, Fob 17. 9. The righteow 

on his way, and he that hath clean 
hands ſball. be ſtronger and ſfironger, Plat. 
92:'12: tothe'r5., The righteow ſball flou- 
riſh like the Palm-tree, be ſhall grow like a 


Cedar 


-.. nAAY&\ 


Cedgy in Lebanon, Thoſe that be planted in 
the houſe of the Lord ſbell flowriſh in ' the 
Courts of onwr God : they ſhall ftill bring 
forth feuit in old age, they ſhall be fat and 
flonriſbing. See alſo Iſai. 58. 11. and Hof, 
I4. 5, 0,7 

3. Preſidents direQing it, or examples 
of the Saints growth1o grace, aspattern 
for our imitation or copies to write after, 
as of the faith and charity ofthe Theſſa« 
lonians, 2 Theſ. 1, 3,4. of the knowledge 
and goodneſs of the Romans, Rom.15.14. 
of Paxls reaching forth unto thoſe things 
which were before, Phil. 3. 13, 14. not 
reſting in his preſent attainment , but 


ſtriving after a bigher meaſure or pitch 
ng coward ark 


of grace; andpre | 
for the price of the high calling of God 
in Chrilt 3 Paul was a great growing 
Saint. The Travellers througf Bacs 
( the valley of Tears) gofrom ftreagth 
to ſtrength, till they appear before God 
in Zion, Pſal. 84.6, 7. 

Reaſon 5. We may meet with, 1. Strong 
Tentations and aflaults from the devil. 

2. With ſtrong oppoſitions and perſe- 
cutions in and from the World. y 

3. With ſtrong and violent paſſions 
and corruptionsin our ownhearts- - 
4. With 


_ 4. With fad deſertions. and impreflions 
of diſpleaſure from God z and with. fad 
deſpondencies and dejeftions in our own 
ſpirits, eyen on this ſide the Grave, or | 
towards bur end. Some of Gods dear Eb 
' children have encountered with greater ' 
difficulties a little before their death, " 
ro | than ever they expericnctdall theys lives. J 
er, This inferrs a neceſlity of growing in 
ſa- ace, daily toprepare vs more and more 
Ige - all changes, and for' the worſt. of 
I 4+ Times and States. 
189 Reaſon 6. Growth in Grace prevents 
ot | falling from Grace, : as. going forward 
ut doth back(liding, Epheſ. 4+ 3, 14; IS+ 
ch 1 Theſe 3. 12s FIo Ra 3-17, 18; uy | 
rk, promotes the er rooting and Col.s, 6,92 © 
od ſtablihing in Chriſt, aus Bf | i 
ng It producethin us agrowth or iacreafe, | 
acsY (1-) Of. obedience 4nd ſervice to Gad, 
2th to bear much fruit, Job, 15.8. and to 
give him his due honour. \ _ 
2. Of uſfulneſs and' good works to 
ng | men; of .ſerviceableneſ(s to our Genera- 
tion according to the will of God 3 to be. 
-(e- greater bleſiings nato others, 
- 8 3+ Of comfort in our ſelves, which 
ons Y ordinarily is the: reſult of grace for riſe 
and mans: Hence- much grace, much 


ich comfort, 


+ 


comfort, whereas a little grace intime of 
great trouble' may ſuffer us to be as ſad 
and comfortleſs, as if we had no grace 
at all, As Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples it * 
the great Tempeſt in the Sea, when the 
begun to fear —— 0 yee of little faith, 
&c. Matth. 8. 26. But in Mark, 4. 40- 
how is it that ye bave no faith. - 
4 » And Laſtly, Of glory and joy in 
Heaven. For growth in grace will make 
our ſouls veſſels of a great quantity, and 
inlarge the capacity of them to contain 


According to the increaſe of our 
ace and obedience ative and paſlive on 
th, ſhall be the increaſe” of our re- 
ward and glory in Heaven. 4 
ence growing in grace 18 4 prepara- | 
tion, for death, judgement and glory ; by 
way of evidence for our aſſurance z of 
negotiationfor our account and reward 5 
of progreſs in our journey Heavenward, 
andthe way to be ſoon there; and in 
coming - up to our full age and ſtature. 
in Chriſt, - which ſhall be compleated at 
death, then our heavenly. Inheritance 
ſhall come into our hands. { 3d 
Reaſon 7. To this end God gives us 
means of grace to grow by, and time to grow, 
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tows fem 6 hwy bra 
HenceGrice 1s calledithefaighyof Gods 
Ele&, Titms 1.1. Col.3,12/The;Patience of 
Saints, Rev. 14. 12+ The wilnemaf;ehs 
juſt, Lake 1. 17 
God, gives his Children-Grace: oa , 
dauble Portion as; they are his fixſt-born;s 
or for. an iuheritance as/. they are his 
Iſaacs 3; for a Badge or Cognizance-to-be 
known by, as thty are his Servants 3: for 
a:{parkbng luſtre or ſplendor, as they 
any his Jewels 3 for a ſpecial-Mark,., as 
are the Sheep of has paſture , and 
vets unto honour, meet- for their Mar 
ſters aſe: for Tickets as; they are. his 
ſtrangers, or. brood of Travellers, topaſs 
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Mites to 4 "and £0 power of pod- 
litieſs, and oppoſers of the of 
Grace and Salvaticn, and of thoſe that 
pr prog and that employ thrir parts 
ſt the ſame. 
' Moral Vertues ſiffered- the $toicks 
( who were the chiefelt - of Heathens, 
arid had, as fume (ay, the higheſt Noti- 


DHS about vertue ) ro be diteer oppolers 
of Patil, Ads 17. 18. 

Many <xi@ Moralifts o ſtri& and 
auſtere lives; or thar were devour 'in a 
natural, forriial-, ſup ons, or will- 
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Coalts,; Hts Lo JO- 

5. The Excell ency of Grace appears as 
inheSubjcct, ſo iu the A4djanG#:i aft it, as 


Te 


Beauty. 


1. the . Duration of it both in it ſelf 
and -tO us- - -; 
; as Locge io itſelf } is permanent, incor- 
le, that faceth not. away , ever- 
- = birgt that ſball gever CY6,A 
that will. ot wither, but 
yatill 3c attain-to its ful beight 10 Heap 
ven, |. Qaly Grace can ,be called durable 


Riches, Prov. 8.18. it bei -% a 
able riches of Chriſt, 
2, Crace is durablc to: all + 02 haye 


recgired.ic.ja.T auth, fo 2s tx ſhall be Fe- 
ally; theirs, ,and remain, with them for 
evans It cr be ure ly che 


gy Onur kf: > with gbrift in Gad; .. 
Cal, 3.3: And we ave kept 'by" \poweref » 
God, through faith unto Jelenjeng by Pet. 'Þ 
1, 45+ | 
1. Grace 1s'that good part, which being | 
once choſen by us, ſhall never be tier | 
fromus: Lyke 16. 42. 
+ 2. That odwark, which God waving 1] 
begun in us, will «0p untill the day Þ 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 1. 6, 'We may be 
contident of it, Chrift who is the Au- 
. thor, will be the finiſher of our faith, 
- Heb. 12. 2, and "of all other Graces i us 3 
that as he performeth all things for us, {| 
Pjal.”s 7: 7. "T6 be 'will per hat. 
whic '*concetnerhus; Pfal, 128. 8:-Grace | 
is riſts bufines inus,' whith he wilfoor 
to the halves, nor leeve in the 
ut raiſe it kl la RAIL he, or Carry - 
on. ta conſurym t107,/al arg 
ſtone thereof; * AS \ Et ES 
«That great oft of 0 
will neyex "repent of ts. giv 
Rowr. 11.79,” andt : 
away from us; nor feaytouy {ou 
ly; deſt:tutEob it! | = 40065228 IE 


| 


| 


Gn Enna 
* and{loſe his foul. | 
'5.Grace is a Means of making our Collng 


end Ele@ion tous, 2 Pet.1.5..& 9, 9, 


ro;'FT- Botly which would ifall and'be 
fruſtrate to us if Grace ſhould Fail in ws. ; 
- Therefore the Apoſtles call the Gracexof 
rhe Siri better thing, in Heb. 6. 9.that-ac- 
ompany ſalvation better, than the beſt gifes 
Cctich men may have, and yet loſe; and 
themſelves allo )becauſe theſe will abide 


Ee oot - Benn ro- men, 
| Sn. can- 

av 1=aeoac 

L ——_ :concomitants thereof : Io 


. - 

NY ' Yo D 
- P 1174 Tad IE” 
4" 'S 


hed 


certain! ainly 


$17 Ter mBittc2! 


| tecetlian tory 211930 
© te cs. © Gomdo "Gifts-are like lowers that 
© dens ves of Will fades [like Stars { or Meteorsrathes] 


thathwill alle 1: | 10 cars ahaÞes | 
. 6. The Beaxty and Glory of Grace | 
wm. felfoandwur Heocc Gracebs:cal- 
led Gi&ry, 2 vr: 3.18; and by being re: 
* nelwed. inro Gods image, we. are Changed 
from glory [toglory 5 thatis, from pane 
bf 'ptace. to tnwuther.  - Grace 
makes us like rhe Kings. daughter, allylo- 
nbus within g - dfak 45> 13... adorned. 40 | 
the: wnocr man wich faith, love, hape,ho- _ 
divels; Ge. twnitt glorious without alfa by <*f - 
the-exercitegoor beavings/borth of the = 
fame in our lives. - Wriddw Srakes 4be 
fachto ſhine\ Freleſe 8. x. Hdlineſs makes 
aad our 'werks to lincas beams af 


| heris aid ro 'be glorious 1n-hajoally + 


%. 
Fd 


——pealds, upon our heads ; for 
a'man moſt reſembles the excelen- 
of his maker, | 
Pie the Saintsare the moſt excellent - 7] ; 
ones upotr earth, P/al. 16. 3. of excellent | 
. 15 abmg es on and _ — Hor. 2a 
thetr Neighbours w 
dwell; the Lords Worthies of MET te i. "2M 
the World | is not worthy. Grace makes 
aman amiable and venerable in the eyes 
| of others. What great reverence,reipet 
**f* andhenourhath grace gained to Godly 
perſons} not onl From their-brethren or 
tellow-Saints, but even. from nataral, 
moral in ſometimes from wicked ttien ; 
"ao from Herod, whom he feared 
e—barng-— 2 bedauſe he was IT 
madn;” Mark. 6: 2c. Holine 
| cal evetvin the Saints, which 
mary rang the Conſcience 'of 


Go Mares, ener to x mor 


- 
_f 
. y; 


'whom he was 
as a Prince of 'God, Ger. 23.6. to Fo- 
| from Pharadb, Gen. 41. 39. to Dumie/ 

and Daries, Dan. 2. 


Grace 


> 


$f 43-4 E ace makes ak 7 OS cio! IC a by ' 
of Gol 


e-Fatherzing 
ſtamped u his ado <d Sons3 wh 
* "#7 he takes moſt Mleakets behold, + 
ba 149. « aglaſs wherein God looketh himſelf ah 
>Pror. 1- (octh his likenels. © God takes. ſpecial 
Y + - - Noticeof the leaſt ſeed, bud, or ſpark: of 
Ee grace in whomſocver it is. 
'Macth. 1:. God cheriſheth and nouriſherh the 
29. leaſt beginoings of Grace in any. He will 
not-quench the (moaking flax, nor: break 
the bruilcd reed. 
God overlooks many Infirmities where 
be ſces grace and- (incerity, as hedidin 
x. David. 
© 2Cor. 8 He accepts the will for the deed ; and 
*- of. amanaccording to that he hath, and 
not according to he hath not, where 
"Row. 7. heſeeth aho y Bias or Inchnation upun 
| the. will, though power to. perform the 
fame is wanting. Hence God meaſures 
the Saints ations by their affeQtions. ... 
God values Grace aboye; all created 
gaod,,or wharſoever his pand 
W itbe .- RAGE res 7 
he prizcth his Chi arg * 
all her perſons in cork 


\y. 


Itc Iraws by eyc and 
towards It.” ' Grace is 


KL 


*, 
o 


lenc which be ele: 
| 2 to the divers 

mbers Sher Bay, as Eyes,” Teeth, 
» Temples, Neck, Breaſts, '&c. Cane. 
I. #06. and "Chap. 7.1. to 16 fret 
ber fe upwards to herhead, her Graces 
aviſhed 'bhs heart,” Cant "q. 9,10. Lo. and 
made her voice ſweet *nid/ counte 
comely , hep.” 2. 14 and her t 
for” deliytits.' Up6i'the*atcount, hereof 
Chriſt cafl# his Church, his' Love, Dove, 
Fair one, and ſaith, ſhe is all far, and 

there js mo ſpot in her, Chitp!q. 7 

God approves of Motetes -and Civi- 
lities that are in ratiral-men, » becauſe 


ie ie ſome Chin Je epreces of 


that had obſerved the 


of rhe Rcohd' Table his 
ET: Forts 
neſs and 'tiatural Ingenuity, 


$21, ) @7T057 


ace Is rhe great } Re 


+3 and the- Godly at bs 


EI kde at conbitied excelivabhcs, 
s beauty, ſweetneſs, {trevgth, &e.. © 


Grace 


ſathat a man may have one. of | 
RN Eee I neat 
»Q Wc exce y 
itſelf: and above Natural parts, Maral 
verrues, and Common gifts, 
Now 4 foal oy rn EEE 
c race c 
ar zll 


1 ark} el pecially theſe ahree;,., 5) 


j ! . . 
JJ mm [ 


2 | 
3- Plealures. TIES 


C3 hare cold wne* ; bis @ od. things 
Ine J 6, 29 x trite ond. 
"Ir. Mrace excells Riches, as Siler and 
gs PPT "none, f 

Tbs canner ' jaliige he Eyes Or 
hearts of the owners, nur 


chem [Aug h pms an7s het 


. 
3s! Heng DYWTT” 
S” 3 


—= 
'Bcdl. 5 10. fclver or. abundance, ſhall not be 


\ 


filaen or with. increaſe. ' T 


much ſerves butio increaſe mens 


anvtioned pcrions than 
Weak vwaly 
but. 


- ” > I : x 
mens Silver nor Ovld is able 20 delhver 
them in the day of -the/ Lords Wrath 
A ONT pn 
ries Come wpon 1 

2, Much lefs from Eternab Wemthi-or. 
Torments in Hell, fee ir mn the Parables 
of the - two rich men (inthe 
Lake 12. 16; 19 22. Like 16.19, 22 
gs notes Wadld, comer yerrtts 

downto Hell.” - 

—_—_ te mens Torment inahe 
Ds oe my cre 3 nv nor prooure-z 
dropof water to cool a ſcorched tongue; 
Tack, 16. 24, 25- 

4. Riches canzet wen t# Heaven, 
es a glimpſc of g for them, goc 
x een 

cians life for Heavens 

way, and ob(trutt the. 

Mit. tes 24 Theſe 

| Fas way > nao par 
ouly, und not co be rch coward God. | 


+ Arey rt themſelves, pain on oata 


the moſt durable of them, "Pee. 
I. 18, and they are uncertain to us,"'Wwe 
have no ſure hold of them, bur 
them, or they may be) taken from us by 
caſyaltics, enemies, Oc. alle modi; —$0- 


"How hnnlanny das ikke 
veibern = rp 
od oryood. 
EE for God 
ati 
and 
power, 
"ke 


ef hve. 
hops 
+ > 


dhe 
are yas garden of thethm,2 tg 
Ali2T4s 7: :proatote on 
and Gourt- — 
rr tore nr nem om 
\ a: x q:obe couldaake no combort:vn 
s advancement, bocante: Afordeeds tht 
Joteaioettons bow unts ham (4 ft 
-213 iz Thee. arc unſiable 6s. water, unter 
tain and inconſtant as windy turning 
about as weather-cocks, a whecks, as 


"ab their ſpirits 'nke dodic fuel wat 

Iympamica,or bladders blewt 

ack Ridin efrmatery hi with wind : 
abs lofty. - - ++ hay ragrte 


Tu Ge nr 


World i m nk, rr ( whognt arc 
Drop +9, elebrpcopic tate i 


r= 


"of 


riqus than aleis 
ecuters, as thoſe of 
Church were whom Herod [trexched forth 
his hands to vex, more glorious thanhs 
when he fate upon his Throne, arsyed im 
Royal apparrel, and the people Deified 


ham, A@, 12:12,21,23. "cor, orc Segng 
Lazarve, through Grace excell'd the /vi 


man 1a. glory, who was cloathed in 
and fine Linnen,- and tared fumprecutly 
every day, Luke 16.19. Agrippe and \8er> 
wcware {aid to have entredineo the plact gy. 
of ' ; owed weak $errarien, with great 
, or {plendour and magnad- 
"AS. 24. 23. where obſerve than 
a | and ſtate is but ewes 
| "1 or Meteor, a vaio ſhew\ 
2hading, withering flower 5 ar beſt bar'y 
goble vanity. Burt Grace exajts and 


vas, _— 
0 0g gta megutho arora 
Tthemaehas bave it... pied © $. 


2 66.14 F 2 


DIED all: 7 
- and of | the, World». 


| Bablw, foperical 
they reach but a lietle way, lkin deep, 2 


man may ſoon ſe an end of all the per» 
ſedtion (if any) that is in them : they 
fluſh the face and tickle the fleſb and the 
fancy; butdo not fill or ſatizhie the heart : 


IEG tire even plealure-mon- 
rs t lves, and caule a n_—_— 

ometimes as Quailes did to Ir eel, 

. 11, 20, and make them to defire ok 

new, or more, or the ſame over" aga 


they-arc fallacious and Giapporehult 


pronu much and 
even my laughter, the heart i 


faith: Solowge, Prov. 14:13, The carnal 
Pleaſures and jolliry of wicked are 
_— and flaſhy as pore with in» 


ibgeof fear, ef and ve 
CG are titer fore 


a SR. --< 


anevit 
wife; is true of theſe, a than E—_ 


381? 


— 
— \ 


4 8-D.> + © as Ty, . 


A 


o 


have-have:s al armfull hes as 


dare bur for » ſealn : ne 7p” 
crackling of Thorns under a' pat, fon 
iwand-ſoon on 4 which ſyddentyvaniſh 
axt{caving aby ſolid content or jay be; 
kin them... /Fheir laſt at longeſt ts but 
bere. Diver in his life time-received his 
good things (all his plea(ures and ddi 
which were his Heaven ); then fol "_ Y 
| hisHell, and Torments, without cake or - 
end for ever. Therich men James (peaks 19 5: 5. 7 
| of,- lived in pleaſures and were azan- 

ton; Gr. but on che earth, here and a6 
; whereelſe. // Thoſe that liver plealureg 
| may outlive their j Joy « and happineſs, and 

then enter into pagan and miſery. to be we» 


bar ei cis -—— aud cooloquetts j 


—_—_—— >. ma ac make them 

{enſcleſs and ſtupid 3 to,grow 

;. as the hearts -of tlie proud! rph. 

make 2s Doadianr of. 

fad. 3. ng. 70. but cannot fill them! The 

Philowpbe obſerves / that fat-hearted 
dull and ſtupid 5.as Platarch 

wes of - My. 2 [kc is of all 

(20 Beaſts 


* 2 
"IX. 
* | 
v7 : 
ja on 
* 
, . 


a HEY ERcTrw er Ow TY 


wy 


* + & a. 't , __ 
_ ry 


Beall rhendullkdt )/that"itthath. ada 
4 teſt heart. Fat things arc leſs ſcaſible...: 
= = 2./Make men uncharitable, unaffected | 
with others: miſcries as thoſe  that-drunk 
Wine.in bowles were with Jojephs owe 
ries, Amwos 6.4, 5, 6. yea ove ap 
cruel; as Dives that rich Glutton/ that 
fared deticioufly every day, .denyed..Aa 
cramb-to- Lazerss - w the-rich men 1n, 
i$; 5,6; who lived in pleaſure, and 
rilhed-their{ hearts 28 0/8 day of 
Rn — they condemned and killed the 
ju 
13,The = 2—Lal ofthis life;,choake 
the leed of the Word (as4n ;the Thoray 
Econ: : Enk; 8. 14.:) that: ut brings no 
It unto perfection. + «:. 
-*'2.-Plcaluresare fond or "I to Luſts, 
a and bellows alſoto: inflame ithem.. 
Luſeis but:ithe laſt end (as ane Gth) and 
plealiire, to be 
*% tifted and fatisfied bythemn;r: 79 ape 
"IR nds cafures myſt be, ſerved (as Maſtery 
2: ©; lips) elſe they rare. [[tatyed.: Þ 
arewany as the Quailes to Jreel: meat; 
ehtir Luſts;but they cauſe leannels inehiix 
ſouls, Fears b) 5-4) / 
3. Pl $ an Joy. 6. the.cotdbet 
fla in palbage ſorraw. 3the:endaf this 
honey 


conſummation of all 


po 


os 


honey will be Gall and bitterneſs co them. I 
Solomenallerrs it, Prov. 14.13. and Ba 
bylon (all find it, Rev. 18. TI. * 
CE I Re er hack 
bri ney in their mouths, bat ſti 
2 os Tailes, which they ſtick and 
leave behind them in the conſciences of 
men 3:theſe ſtings may breed worms to 


cake TY for ever, which will not. 
dye,.. 9. 44+ " 
"ae the pleaſures and joyes which 
Grace gives a ſoul here, are heart-refreſh- 
ing, ſatisfying-raviſhing, &c. which pro- 
{> duce pretious effets in it ; and will 
Yy certainly procure fulneſs of joy and Ri- 
O vers of pleaſures hereafter, at Gods right 


- © ny BY Þ BÞ Bol Rox, 


hand for evermore ; when the delights 
" of Grace, ſhall be ſwallowed-up in the 


0. & - gulf of. glory unto Eternity. 

d. Thus Grace doth-infinitely ſurpaſs all 
i= ron pleaſures, in operations, 
s | ns and duration. 
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- Nature and Sweetnels | | 
reLLOWSHIP : 


WITH 


URF clowſbipwith Chriſt 
ray id ©3119 


Mt. lt tt = 
——_ 


2. We and all _ are 
YUARS A pat vv A 1 

"I {ly bY + p LLP” 

-L Whereby. Ghrift ine /and we ute 


pu £3114 [? 


Iſa. 43: 1. 
: "* Mal. 3. 17. 


we 


- Th" Ffytyal forereſt; may As 
imed, pleaded and profeſſed. 

I. By us to Chriſt,ias it was by the 
Spouſe, Cant, 2, 15. Ay beloved it mitut, and 
IT am bir: by Tho OL, tn 20, 28. M5 Lord 
and my God : By Divitl frequently,when 


Fa. 11 EE 


ſervant. 


wh is owned and acknow! 
a Topo 
Fiber his ſheep, his Jewels, Ro oils 
liar treaſure, &c.and that he is ours, our 
Seficur, Head, Husband, Shepheard. 

'{ This. was, mizul - berweetGuth 
Iſrael, In the day:whew 1rd; 
the Lord tobe their-God, 
avouched themto be his 


as he had promiſed them, £7481 


+1. By this fa. Al His ate made ours. 
. Intereſt, £2/Al Ourzare madellis; 


376 214016 Dt i (YT 


I. AU bis are avinde our: : ſil. wx we are 4 


capable, or ſtand in need thereof, and 
whichcondueweoour govd: avhis tho 


A Natures, 


| ov: of Riighteod Title, moe | 


k 


| 


| nay nn pricabien; ; ; 'Y 


ad Exdetions: . And all his beye+ 
Inns, _ and by the lame, 


And we have e ſellowlbi with Him in 


them all, eſpecial .- > a Six ' Scale 
+>: Hold 


| "3. Sonblp. 


_y _ 
tt 5, bak 2.Scllion. 46 
3-Imtereciion. 


6sIn hs Salvation. Torr 


l 20 In Cheer aire nd 


eres 


res — For, far/our 5aftifice 
tion, or remifion-of our fine, .and; ver 
5 fora lin ood, Eh 1 7. Bene 

us $ I,Z Ence 
aidto be ovr Peace, and thepropir C. 
| ciiew far our fin, fo be made wnto of 1 Cor. r. 


; ; and to be the Lord our 3o- 
rings. 


ler. 23. 6- 
-2.Johis Holinef for our ſancubcarion 


. .:D be 
iy # : oy 


C24 r.6 GD! xp ren Ins: 674 


RO 2a cr 0a 


£4 *) "$141 

For "bis Grace is culftient foraig 40 
make us holy throughout in” Spiritiſoat 
and body, even as good as he would have 
us-to-be, even papentins: of the: Divine 


for G 


Nature. wi 2274, 


chrif this End we hens felowſor with 


obs 8g” 
1, In his death, "for the: Morddficativg of - 
fon in us, Kone. 6.6. 

2. In his rejurrettion, for the viviticati- 
on of our ſouls, to- raiſe -ug-up to new- 
neſs of life, Roe. 6: 4:''ito-ſeck and ſet 
our affeQtions on thingsabove, Col.3.1.2. _ 


The power and vercwue"of both, being }_ 


derived | and- conveyed . into us from 
Chriſt by his- Spirit thfough fairh-; 40 
make us conformable to: Chraſt in both; 
Phil. 3. 10. Which the Apoſtle calls, our ”- 
being complanted into: thei likeneſs/-of 
his death and reſurre&ion,- Rome. 6. 5: 
- 13: We have fellowſhip with Chriſt in 
bit Sonſbip, for our Adoption-and Aege- 

neration. - Hence it is faid, | 

1. That God hath predeſtinated us to 


| the adoption of Children , by*Jefas .. 
—— to himſelf, Fpheſe 1.5. to withby 


our 


" 


” > oa9yor0Q0 en 


SLING 4-4 IO IRON 
4 Thidtt: God an | fulnefsiof time, Tenc 
"his $0n/ toiredeem us, fc; that we might 
-eceive:the/ Adoption of Sons, Gal4. 
$085,164 1665 W145 3 30 47% ; 344 \&þ 
3. That we receive our Adoption from 
©Qhbrift;, *byoreceiving Chriſt by-faith, 
Hel toe armpit cereneed bine, be 


+ gave power ( or priviledge and Prerogatioe 


rojal, to become the Sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his Name; And ye are 
all tht abildres of God (\atth Pax! ) by faith 
in Chriſt Feſws, Gal. 3. 26. Therefore be is 
not. athamed to call them Brethrcn, Heb. 


212d ,n5yvit to 7; ants: ; \ 


- 24+ Thatwe-.arc begotten again by-the 


rage 0 Ht, 2.Pet. 1,3 « 
2 4«W© Fellowſhip i» bis Redewp- 
tion purchaſed for. us ;With his blood, 
-Col. 14:14 4 -+ For our deliverance out :of 
the hands of. all our Enemies, Lake 1.74. 
From Sin; Satan, Wotld:3; fram. Death, 
Grave; Hell,: or wrath-to-come, Kear.5 9. 
1 Theff. 1. 10. And from the charge oran- 
ditements, | which any-of them can draw 
up/again{t. us 3 as appears by Paws tri- 
amphent Challenge in Rom.C Lad 
TT 57 R 4 


Jul bj ney vlog te the boyainf Gab 
ping ly hung Pot TT 
ther that is riſen agein, 4 mo1ha6c3 16 
n Henoe Chriſtis faid to be madeiynto us 
:Cx.139 of God, Redemption 4thathagbaoth of our 
b« bodies and ſouls, from all evils:and miſe- 
ries whatſoeyer, by the laſt and glorious 
Refarrettion. | T F". 
 '5/We have the fellowſhip of Intereſt 
with-Chriſt,, evenhere, on this ſide the 
— Grave; inhis \ | 
T ' Aſcenſion. y AY 
Scion at the right hand of God. 


I.1n bis Aſcenſion into Heaven, to pre- 
a place for us, even" man of 

glory in our Fathers Houſe, Jobs 14. 2. 
agd"to make all ready for our. 
Receptionand Entertainment, agaigitwe 
4 come: there. Hence Chrilt is 1aid ro be 
* Heb.6.20, ple @> a fore-runner for us, that ente- 
red-into Heaven for our good. As & ' 
— goes before to take up lodg- 
ings - So did Chrilt, 

1. To open Heaven for us. ( which was 
ſbut againſt us for our fins, as Paradiſe 
was againſt 4daw when be bad ſinned) 


and 


5 TIT TH RAR 7 


"OP OTC SR 


th. AMC. 
- 


» 


ind'ramubte. © free 


jathicher , baving obrained eternal Re- 
demption for'ys, Heb, 9.12: 

+2.-To take Pollefiion of Hetven for us, 
in qQut very Names, ſtcad and right ; as 
aGuardian takes poſſeſhon for Heirs un- 
der-age, or in their Minority, 8 wE are 


3- To aſſure us that we ſhall go after 
him, and follow this our fore-runner to 
Heaven, in due time, as Members toour 
Head, and as a Spouſe to our Hut- 
band, 

Chriſts Aſcenſion adds: much to the 
ſtrengthening of our faith in him, for 
the fulfilling of Promiles : and it makes 
our Hope as ananchor of the foul, both 
ſure andſtedfalt, becauſe caſt withio the 
Vail wifither Chriſt is entered for us 
that we ſhould be made partakers of the 
Happinels there enjoyed. 

4. To draw up our hearts to Heaven 
after Chrit, a0, make' us mind heavenly 
things, aud (ct our attctions on thiogs 
above , and have our converſation in 
Heaven % by dw Influence of Chriſt: A 
cenſor upon ourdouls; 7 to make them 
aſvend continually Heaven-ward 3 \and' 

U 


deſire 


terin- Giſt by bifovs blood extend 


* 


RS 


Heb. 


A. <4, 
” 


defire to be hi uy OA he 
Phil1-23-" being © vehens qib-J related A 3 
A "as Sor Hed ", Hosbard ſweeteſt 
Friend, ©. Y hs beſt of all for us!” The 
hearts of mer{ 4nd women aye much car- 
ried out towards the place whither their 
1friqnds are gone. 
- Fo comtort our hearts againſt all 
troubles {orrows,diſgrace, 6. ro which 
we are obnoxious in this world; Jobm 1 
1,2. becauſe Chriſt in Heaven part 
reſt, and honour, and joy, &e. enough 
forus. 
2: In bis Seſſion at the right hand' of 
God ; whichmay be conſidered in two 
reſpetts : ihe i 
I. As it imports the heft degree 
Chriſts Exaltation. and OY of 
his Power, Majeſty , Glory and- Sove- 
raignty , ſo it is peculiar to the perſon 
of. Chriſt the Mediator, and his Preroga- 
tive , Matth. 26. 64. Luke 27. 69. 
Heb. 1. 3,13. 
Eph. 1.20, "42+ As it implyes Chriſts fitting there as 
41, 2z- Head to his Church, ke ourTight 
and ſtead, 'as a common on repre- 
3 ſenting us. '$o we have Intereſt and fel) 
| lowſhip with/ Chriſt cherem : © becauſe 
God bath made w' to fit together with 


bim , gn EO the Heavens, 
Eph. 2. 6. By faith we ma upon our 
ſelves as fitting with Cheri there, by ver- 
we of ourncar Union with himy yet in 
our Capacity and Proportion : ſcil. we 
are I, to lit with Chriſtin his Throne, 
as he 1s Jet down with his Father in his 
Fhrone, Arv. 3« 21. To (it at Chriſts 
right hand, as Chriſt fits at Gods right 
hand, P/al. 4+. $. Upon thy right hand 
did ſtand the Queen in Gold of Opdir : 
that is, 2s one expounds it, As Chriſt is at 
the Fathers right hand, ſothe Church s 
at Chriſts right hand, where,as his Wite, 
ſhe ſhineth with her Husbands beams. 
The Benefits that redound to us b 
Chriſts fitting at the right hand ot God, 
al and glorious Execution of 


1. Kingh, to rule in both his Natures, 
as he 15 God apd man in one perſon in fall 
Glory, Power, and Majeſty, and to go- 
x all things for the good of his peo- 

z” : x0 
| U 2 Particularly 


- 


11, == 
To defend hisChurch,as well 
Particu- J as to rule and governir; 

larly; JAnd to ſubdue his anditheir 


Encmies. 


For he muſtreign, till he hath put all 
= Enemies under his feet, 1 Cor. 15. 25. 
b Pſal. 110.1, 2. and rule in the midſt of 
| them ti] then. 

Mac-28.18  Tothis end he hath allpower(lmperial 
over every creature, judicial over men 
and Angels) or power over all things 
in Heaven and Earth is given him, Ep6.1. 
20, 31,22. , 

p And all Judgement is committed to 
him by the Father, Jobs 5: 21, 22. 

And he hath the Keyes of Hell and 
Death, Kev. 1. 18. and of the Kingdom of 
Heaven alſo, to open to whom he will. 

This ſers forth the Dignity and ſafety 
of the Saints even herc, = Chriſt is at 
Gods right hand, and they+ are held faſt 
in Chriſts hand, 7obs 10. 2t. And all his 
and their Encmics are under his feet 4 
who then can pluck ther out ? Are ey 
not as ſafe. as if they were in Heavedd 


Him, bath God the Father exalted with 


or as Piſcator expounc's it ) at his right 
Fots baud, 


hand, to be aPrifft and Saviour, jo give | 
ani) remiliion of ue: 


> 6 
2.Qf his Prieſt hy &, to make Inter- | 
gloriouſly for them ( of which 
afterwards )-at the right hand of God, 
[ Rom, ©. 24. 
3. And Prophetical, to pour out his Spi- 
r rit- upon all fleſh 5 to reveal his Mind and 1.1.25 
Will, and the Myſtery of Salvation umto + obo. > 

| us3 to teach us all things, and guide us wb 
, into all Truth, and illighren our under- 
| ſtandings in the Scriptures. 
By this his Prophenical Ofhce he is 
made unto us of God mſdom, 1 Cor. 
I, 30 

Further, Chriſt makes vs conformable 
to himſelf ( as we are capable ) in theſe 
his Offices, Rav. 1.6. He bath wade wv 
Kings and Fricffs wnto God, 4 roy- 
al Prieſthood , 'or Kingdom of Prieſts, 
1 Pet.2.9. Kings to rule over the Devil, 
the World amd the fleſh : Prieft- ro offer 
up the Sacritice'of our fclyes, Kone. 12.1, 
ot Proife and Alms, Heb, 12. 1 5. 

This alſo ſhould draw up our hearty 
to Heaven, that our Sayiour is not oply 
entered thither, but fits there in Majeſty, 
draw them to ſeck thoſe things that are 
U3 above, 


vw 
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above, where Chriſt ftrreth on the 
hand of God, Col. 3.1. I defire romke 
a journey thither to ſce ChriſtsExalra+ 
tion at Gods right hand, as men are de- 
firous to (ce thoſe friends that arc high- 
ly advanced though in places remote 
fon them, as Jacob to ſee Joſeph that was 
preferred in Egypr. 

3. We have the fellowſhip of Intereſt 
in bis Interceſſuon , nat only as that on 
Earth, that is, the prayers he put up to 
his Father in the dayes of his fleſh for all 

lohn x5. behevers , or all which the Father gave 

92% unto him: but eſpecially. that he per- 
” Hebs. 24, forms now in Heaven ; whither Chriſt 
is entered, to'appear in the preſence of 
God for us, with our Namesin his breaſt 
( as the High-Priefſt entered into the Ho- 
ly of Hohes for Ire, Exod. 28. 29. ) 
where he preſents himſelf , or his own 
Perſon in two Natures, and the merits of 
his Death and Pafſion, and his fatisfation 
before his Father, to be red on the 
bebalf of all theElet of God : and he is 
is ««r+s {& , - ever-living to intercede 
for us, 

x: For the Application of all his Be» 
nefit#to us, to put us into aftual poſſeſ+ 
fon bf them. 


=.k - 


2. For 


o 
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a+ For acceptation of our Perſons, 
Services, and good works with God, not- 
wathſtanding the 101quities of our holy 
things, I Fa. 2. 3, Heb, 134+» 45: and for 
the prevalency of our prayers, &ev.d. 3. 

- For the continuance of aur Recons 
ciation with God, now ichitanding our 
daily infirmities and treſpalles to main- 
tain. that peace by his Iatercettion, which 
he made between God and us by his 
Blood and Pathon. 

4. For our Petleverance or preſervati- 
on in , the ſtate of Grace <vecn to the 
end, that we may not fall away, or out 
of it , though we do fall in it. Chrilt 
prayed on Earth for Peter, that his faith 
might not fail, Laks 22, 32. What doth 
he now in Heaven upon that account 
for his Saints on earth. 

'5.For the Miſlion or ſending of the 


Holy Ghoſt the Comforter to us,to abide 


with us for ever, ( which he promiſed as 
a fruit of his Aſcenfon, Job 16. 7. and 
of his Interceſſion, Jobn 14. 16. ) 1n his 
ſeveral operations ſuitable tro our Nev 
cellties : to make interceſtions for us, 
by ſtucring up ſighs and groans in us which 
cannot be expreſt, Koa. &. 26. 
6, For the Foaming of our Cauſe (in 
4 every 


ally, as our Advocate with the Fax 
ther; as a Lawyer doth for his Client; 
1 Joh: 2. 1. Row. ©. 33, 34. | 

7. For compleating our - Salyatiorn, -or 
to ſave us perfectly and-everlaſtingly, 
Heb. 7. 25- 

- Thus we have the fellowſhip of Inte- 
reſt with Chriſt, in his Aſcenſion, Seſſion 
and Ioterceſhion. 

6. And Laſtly, in his Salvation, or In+ 
heritance, Kingdom and 'Crown- of life 
and glory, joy and felicity unto. Eter- 
nity. 

"_ we are faid to obtain ſalvation 
by our Lord Jeſus Chrift, or the ſalvari- 
on that is in Chriſt, with eternal Glory 3 


- and Chriſt 1s call'd the author of eternal Sal- 


vation, Heb. 5.9. and the captain there- 
of, Chap. 2. 10. He is the Saviour of the 
body, and we are ſaid to be -cobeirs with 
Chrift, Rom. 8. 17. 'that is, joynt-mhe- 
riters with him of the everlaſting' King- 
dom and Glory of our Heavenly 'Fa- 
ther. 


This ſalvation or Eternal Glory 1s ; 


prayed for, purchaſed and enſured: by 
Chriſt to us-on earth. 
1. Chriſt-prozed for it to his Father 


when - 


every reſpett ) throughly and effe@u- Y + 


. 
4 


| 


-and carried it into Heaven, to aſſure us, 


when He was on carth, Job. 17. 24: that 
all thoſe whom-he had grven him may 
be with him where he is, ( that is in 
Heaven } for the tall participation ot his 
Glory © and I know, faith- he to his Fa- io 
ther, that thou beareft anc alwayes. Joha 12x. = 

2. Chriſt parchejed it for us on earth a” 
by his paflion, - or with his own blood, ; 
that was the Price of Heaven, and our 
wayimso Heaven, Heb. 10. 19, 20. Hence 
it is call'd the Purchaſed potletiion, Ep. 
I, I'4. IN T | 

3. /Chriſt exſares it to'us here, 


1. By Pledges. 
"By By Promiſes. 


1. By Pledges or pauns, two eſpect- 
ally, 
| 44 Of bis ſpirit, which he leaves us on 
earth, as an earneſt of our Inheritance, 
Epbeſ. 1.13, 14. and his graces call'd the 
firſt fruits of the ſpirit, for a Pledge'of 
the whole crop ST, glory we fe- Sa. 
cewe in Heaven. By this aſſurance -an "2 
entrance/is miniſ{tred to us abundantly 
into Heaven, 2 Pet. 1.10,11. 
2. 'Of our fleſh, which he took from us, 


that 


| loh. 3. 36s 


, Joh. 14. 3- 


3 Joh. 6.39» 


A 


that 
him.  - 

* 2. By promiſes, for Chriſt: hath given 
us many pretious promiſes of. eternal life 
and falvation,.. all which: are Yea and 
Amen in him, to all true believers. : By 
faith their ſouls are bound up 'in- them as 


in bundles of life. Hence He that behieveth; I 


hath everlaſting life, is as ſure of Heaven 
as if he was there already, #bex Chriſt 
went away ( home to Heaven, his Far, 
thers houſe ) there to prepare « place. for 
w ; he promiſed, | 7 will come: again 4 in 
due Time) and receive you wnto my ſelf 
( that is, up to glory ) that :where I am, 
there ye may be he, even foreyer. Chriſt 
being a Head, and the Church his body, 
and his fulneſs, Epheſ/. r. 22, 23." he mult 
and will have all his Members up to hims 
he accounts himſelf not to. be. full or 


compleat without - them all, as a body . 


would be lame and imperfect, if it want- 
ed any members. 

Ax this is the Fathers will, that' of all, 
he -hath given Chriſt, Chriſt ſhould loſe 
none, yea nothing, not the leaſt member 


or part, no not ſo-much as a, Toe or a 
little _ : ſo it is in ahe purpoſe 


of "Chriits heart, i and in the Pane 
" . 0, 


the whole” ſhall be. brought afiee. 


& dy in Heavenand inſtated in it, conſider- 


. the likeneſs of men, Phil. 2.9. eſlentially 


of his hand to do: the ſame effegu- 
ally. __ I 
Thus we have Intereſt in the ſalvation 
of: Chriſt even here in this life, to wit, 
in hope or in reverſion, as hereafter in 
hand and inpoſlefiion. Yea may we not 
look at our ſelves as in ſome ſenſe alrea- 


ing that Chriſt entred into Heaven in 
our perſon, and we entred io, 1n his per- 
ſon ; and that our fleſh is there, and our 
Head is there. 

Secondly, As all that is Chriſts is made 
ours, ſo all Oxrs is made bis. 

1. Our Nature is made lis by Incarna- 
tiomn. He took part of fleſh and blood, 
( Heb. 2. 14, 16,17, ) and was made in 


in ſoul and body, and in all the pow- 
ers of the one. and the Members of the 
other : and He was ſubje@ to all manner 
of frailties and common infirmities, ſuch o 
as accompany fleſh and blood, ſo far as Heb.4. 1g; 
they are freed from (in. | Fe 
2. Onur ſins are made his, or He was 4 
made to beſinfor us, 2 Cor. 5. 21. (who g, ,..,. * 
knew no (1n,.); &y- Jaeputation and a curle, 24 
God made the iniquity of #9 all to meet upon i. 
bir, Iſa. 53. 5, 6. and pyt upon Him all | 


the 
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the puniſhment and+ malediQion dues 
us for them ; as he is our | farety that 
andertook to God for us, to be-reſpon- 
ſible to his Law and Juſtice _— 
r F224: thing 5 Chriſt bore owr fins in his own body 
on a Tree, that is, the Croſs; at his Paflt- 
on, in the full weight or condign penalty 
of them. 
3. Our affiiFions and miſeries both jn- 
ward and outw ard are made his ; 
1. Imward afflitions or Soul-troubles, | 
as Deſertions, Tentations, Contriſtations, II i 
Fear, Grief, ec. Scnie of Sin, and of Ul « 
the Fathers wrath, Chriſt kad large ex» I 
perience hereby in his own 1oul,: eſpeci- 
ally m his Agony, when he (wet dropsof YI ' 
blood, &&c. and offered up prayers with OI 
{trong Crying and Tears, Heb. 5.7. and 
onthe Croſs, when he cryed with a loud 
voice, My God, My God, why haſt thou | 
: 


£© - Au wi . 


forſaken me > He was a man of ſorrows and 
F- acquainted with Grief, Ila. 53. 3. Hi: foul 
bh, N- 26: | was exceeding ſorrowful ( #in-ns begirt 
with grief, or heavy round about) ever 
anto death, * 

2. Our Omtward and bodily affiictions 
are made his, as hunger, thir(t, cold, wea- . 
- rinels, faintneſs, fleepinels, paveroy, Wor: 


tality, deeth, Ge. #3. 
Oppolitions, 


to | - Oppoſfitions, -perſecutions and ſuffers 
at Þ ings of all kinds, in word, and deed-3 
n- {| Chriſt had experience of them all, and 
T did partake of theſe infirmities of our 
#4 condition, inward and outward, 


[1- 

| 1, Of Paſhon. 

4 —"y 6 Of Compathon. 
n- 


1. Of Paſſion, by his bearing of them 
s, & forusin his own perſon, foul and body : 
s, ©} for he was in all points tempted like as we Heb. 4.15, 
f I are, yet without ſir: and Chriſt undertook 
;» | theſe D_ for our ſake. 
j- 2. Of Compaſſion, by his ſympathizin 
F Þ with 4 inall our Weakneſſes and Suffer: 
h | ings, asif he felt the weight, the ſmart; 
d the pain of them all. He is @ merciful * 53-9 
1 High-Prieſt, that cannot but be touched with 
z the feeling of our infirmities, Heb. 4.15. 
/ for he is in all things made like to bis 
/- | brethren, not only in Nature; but alſo in 
l infirmities and ſufterings, andin all man» [ 
| ner of Tentations, that thereby he might 
be able, (experimentally ) to ſuccourt# Heb." 2, 
that are tempted. 17, 18, 
i He gave many Evidences of his Sympa- 
thy 'or fellow-feeling of our Infirmities 
When he was: on Earth, as be groaxcd in 
"471 his | 


bis ſpirit and was troubled, Job. I. 23. 


when he ſaw thoſe that wepttor Leazarw, 
and he wept alſo, ver. 35. as he did over 
Feruſalem, Luk. 19. 41. | TH 
It is often obſerved in the Goſpel 
that Chriſt was woved with compaſſion : 
and that he put forth frequent Adts of pit- 
ty, mercy and ſuccout to thoſe that were 
in any diſtreſs, in body or foul. He 1in- 
vited weary and heavy laden ſouls to 
come unto him, Matth. 11. 28. he com- 
forted the afflicted, Matth.” 9. 2. He 
healed the ſick, fed the hungry, reſtored 
the blind, deaf, dumb and lame, and eje+ 
&ed devils: - Chriſt retaineth this Sympe- 
thy and fellow-feeling with us; now he is 
in Heaven, and doth fo tar commilſerate 
our diſtreſles, as way ſtand with a glori- 
fied condition. . bp) 
Hence Chriſt connts himſelf perſecuted, 
when his Charch is fo, as it was by. 8awd, 
AT. 9.4. to whom he ſaid, Saul, Sawl, 
Why perſecuteſt thow me ; himſelf to be 
hungry, thirſty, naked and in priſon, 
when his Members are ſo and that all 
thoſe injuries are done to him, which 
arc offered to them. He that toucheth 
them, toucheth not only his Eye, but the 
Apple of his Eye, which is the tenderelt 
v a piece 
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+Chriſts compaſiicns, from the Myſtical. 


rt. Zech. 2.8% to 
Tendernetbs. of 


4ceoff neſt 
expres the-inexpreii 


Union betwixt himand his Members. 

» Hence the aftiiftions of Chriſtians are 
call'd i54g5u47a the remainders of the. af+ cal, r. 24 
flictions of Chriſt 3 ſuch as Chriſt by his 
fellow-feeling ſuffereth in his members ; 
and as they by correſpondency are. to fill 
up; as Exerciſts and Tryals of their faith 
and patience. 

- Qweſt. What are the Grounds of this 
fellowſhip, of mutual Intereſt between 
Chriſt and us? 

Anſw. Three. 
''x; The Fathers mutxab Donation. 
x. Of Chrift' his Son to wv, Joh. 3.16. 
hence he'is called, the gift of God, 
= chap. 4.10. 
2, Of w 40 Chriſt, Joh. 1- 6,9. 
2. The Mntnal Dedition and Reception 
between Chriſt and us. 
xr. Chriſt gives himſelf for and to us, 
Gal. 2.20. And we receive him by 
faith tobe ours, Joh.1.12. Col. 2.6. 
#* 2. We give our ſelves unto Chriſt 3 
freely and wholly tobe his,2 Cor.8.5. 
and Chriſt receives us to himſelf to 
— become his peculiarly, Kowm. 14. 3- 
"1. and 15.7. he = 3- The 
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'3-The AMutxal Relations between Chijſt 
and-us, which imply union jandjinrereſt, 
He is our Head and we his Membersz 
Head and Members make up, one body, 
He is our Husband, and we. his Spoule ar | 
Wife (for we are married to him. ) Now w t; 
Husband and- Wife are one fleſh, | Eph. 
5. 31. and have mutual power over the  c 
bodies each of other, I Cor. 7. 4+ Bb 
And we being joyned unto the Lord FF xr 
(in theſe Relations of Memberſhip and Al (; 
Marriage ) are-one Spirit , 1 Cor. 6.17.  h 
and are mutually one - anothers: He and 
his, ours 3 weand ours, his. 
This mutual intereſt 1s tranſacted b 
Covenant mutually between God, Cheiſt 
and us. 7 entered into Covenant with thee "i c 
( ſaith God, Ezek. 16. 8. to hispeople ) 
and thou becameſt mine So wetake hold 
of his Covenant, and become his, 4/a. 
56.4. Hoſ. 2. 23. | | 
Somuch of our. fellowſhip with Chriſt 
in Intereſt, | 
Secondly, Our fellow{hip- with Chriſt 
in Intercourſe ſtands in two things. 
I. In Expectance of what our ſouls 
moſt defire from him. 
2. In Performance: of what Chriſt 
beſt accepts from us. þ Ad 
Firſt 


mp # 
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him and delight 


+" 


moſt deſire 
namely , the principal - objects 0 


ng- {2.48 
I; The fight of his face, the light of his 
countenance; that-we may behold his 
beauty and excellency , how white and 
ruddyhe is, the chiefeſt among 
ſand, fairer than the children of men; 
7. Bf his {miles and his glory. 

To ſee that in him with the Eye, 
which we have heard of him with the 
Ear, as Job did, Chap. 42. 5. 

To this end, expet that Chriſt will ac- 
cording to his Promiſe, 

1. Manifeſt himſelf to us, and make his 
face to ſhine upon us, John 14.21. ſor 
when he hides his face, who then can be- 
bold him. f 


and ſhine upon, and intoour fuuls , Hal. 
4-2. that in his light we may ſee light, 
Pſal. 35. 9. and foe his face. As the Sun 
cannot {cen but-in his own light , 
no-more_ can Chriſt To ce Chriſts 
- | face will fill us- with joy, Att 2. 28- 
- Y Thow haſt made known to we. the way? 
| : Xx. ; 
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lob 34.291 


©. Ariſe as the Sun of Righteouſneſs 


Pſal. 4.6,97 
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-* Pſal#5.8. eſt, What Godwill fpeak,, he will 
; Pfal. 35. 3- £0 Our ſouls ( as David defired be would 


—_— of Chrrſt our beloved : the Bridegroom$* 


a 


connenance. Lo q 
-Þ The Hearing of his voice, ſpe 
rdon of fin to us as God did tothe 

| HMatth. 9.2. 'and to the woOmer-in' 

Luke 7.48. and peace and acceptation' 

with the Lord : 7 w:4 bear, (aith' Pfal- 


10 bs people, Ec. Expet that he will ſay 


* do to his ) Tam thy ſalvation, 'yee+ mike 
us to hear - joy and dladneſs; ae we 
loving kindneſs. 
That he will call tous, as he did tots 
Spoule, to quicken, awaken, ſtren#then, 
ire&, comfort us, as o:tr ſouls frand' in 
need, to come away ; ſeil. from irs, ff, 
world, ſloth , &c. and to follow hi, 
Cant.'2. 10. & 8. 5. 
How ' {ſweet and. pleaſant is the voiced 


yoice , which greatly rejoyeett 'the 
Bride rooms friends. - 

3- The ſmell of his Perfumes 'or FIR 
grant Odours, asof his Name, bis Tires; 
Attributes, ( Wiſdoin, Mercy, Powers 
Juſtice) Word and Ordinances, "G1" 
( for his Name 1s as Ofntment- s 
forth, Cant:1. 3. ) and of his good Ont» 
\ ments, 
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Theſe Graces. of -the! Spirit ate very 
{weet as they are in/the Saints; Henoe 
the Church -is ſaid tobe perfumed with 
Myrrh and Frankincenſe,' with all pow: 
ders.of the Merchant, Cavt.3. 6. and the 
ſmell-of her Oyntments'wsberter therrall 
Spices; Came. 4. fo, It, | But much more 
odoriferous-as they are in Chriſt; | and 
ive forth a delightful and fragrant ſmell 
h' to God and man. In Chriſt ! all 
things are altogether (ſweet, and he 1s of 
all the ſweeteſt: A Bundle of 
ie Myrrh is my well beloved unto me ſaith 

"JN the Spouſe, Cort.r. 13, 14- and a Cluſter 
a+ ' of Camphire: — his Cheeks are as a bed 
+, 8 of Spice, or ſweet ſmelling flowers, Cart. 
rt; | 513+ Nat only his Name and his Graces, 
el Y but his ſufferings which were very bit- . 

F texto him, 6cin Golgoths, a filthy loathſom 
place, Aer, 27. 336 Are exceedivg [weet 
51 - ro 


4 8 


: Holy Ghoſt, for God anointed him with | 
BY whe ofleiof gladoes above his. fellows, Heb. r. 9. © 
in'l ardfor-his. fellows: all thefe yield aſweer 2 
n'l odour or ſayourto the Ou}. Theſgare pr. q. <5 
/- | called the (idlot his Garments, fk of 2 
we Myrrh, Alloes and Caffia; which were of - 
o/ tweet ſcent and great prices . -; ! 1! \ 
|; 
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roGod and us, Fpb.. 4. Shel ſmet- 
ling favour. As ſweet ' odors rome 
fort and refreſh the animal ſpirits ; 
Prov. 27. 9. Much more doth n Oar 
Name and his precious Gtaces 


forth reviving, refreſhing fs 
the ſou] : _ are in It he ihe Tolty 

Ointment which Afary powred out w/ 
Chriſts head, the whole houſe was filled 
with the ſweet ſavour of it. - | 

We ſhould pray that our Noſe, ( ie be- 
ing the Inſtrument of ſmelling or draw- 
ing breath ) may be as the Spouſes Noſe, | 
as the Tower of Lebanon which looketh 
toward Damaſcus, Cant. 7. 4. for our fin- 

lar ſagacity in ſmelling - the choice . 
flo wers and fragrarit Spices of 'his Name 
and Graces. Lebanon ( as ſome ſay) w 
a Hill and Forreſt full of ſweet and fra- 

rant Trces and Shrubs: and ſo the Tower 
built | in Lebanon mult needs be compuſſed 
about with ſweet ſmelling odours, to the 

reat refreſhing and delight of fuch as 
Fact in it, or palled by it. 

So they that converſe much with Chriſt 
ſhall be wonderfully refreſbed with * his 
ſweet odours. 

4. Expe&t from Chriſt the caſte 
of |his -_— and of his*frilts; 


feil. 


= cs a5 A 2a... a To 


— 


oe &© ow» aa 72 Cv 


2 REESE 


74 . 


Y @.. of -his death-,. 


; ouritalte, Coxt.2. 3. And. alcnſe of his 


HH eatq* WW MW OT 7 , 


Tlurreftion, = ro 
cenbon and-interceſlion, &e, Of 
Offices- and Ordinances, and of his Word, 
Pal. 119. 107. All which are ſweet te 
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love ſhed abroad in our hearts by. the 
Holy Ghoſt, Koa. 5. 5. which is better 
than Wine, Cant, 1.2, | 
For cheering, comforting, Yefreſhing 
and rejoycing the heart, .than Milk for Pſal- 1043 7 
nouriſhing, than hony for ſweetneſs.: '” ll 
Theraite of Chriſts, fruits will make 
- _—— under his ſhadow with great 
engut, PI GW: ih 
Ihe taſte/ of his goodneſs will reple- 
__ ſoul with ſweet and ſavoury ,rer 
The feeling of Chriſts Loye is the kiſles 
of: his mouth. | o 
The drops of his lips, which arelike c,r.s.:;. * 
Lillies, dropping ſweet Welling. Myrrls; © 
the hidden Manna Chriſt, giyes the foul 
to cat. IIs = 
- This will fill the foul with. joy and 
gladneſs, or- as with marroy, and fatiiefs. 
. We may ground our expectation of the 
manifeſtation of his love to us, upon thaſe 
precione Promiſes, John 14.21, 23. If «. 
wen loug we, he will ep my word: , and 
3 wy 
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Let us wreſtle: wieh-the 'Father! and the 
Son for the/'accompliſhment of them. 
5{Expedt from Chriſt dings mag 4 'or' 
eeving ey veg {np 


} "10 
| Spirie, 5 
UBS race, re2 "00 « 
alles Trrevged/: 


and al thelt nobording to his Promiſe. 
*X,Of his Spirte; that he will ſend forth 
bis Spirit into our hearts, to lead” usand 
ort 'us: 46/Whtneſs'our Adoptionand 
__ - Rechntthalibs': to ſhine 'Upon our eVi- 
- :. dences of Grace; and to ſealus for Glo+ 

13: 14: Ty; (bf allire' vs of etetnal falvation. 
Lobo 1. 16, , 2+ Of his Grace, that we ſhall receive 
of his fulneſs Grace for Grace, ſufficient 


Rom.$.5. 


for us;.or commenſurate” ahd proportid- 


hiBle here fo: our Neceſlity and Capadt- 
ty ; to ſandific us throu ughout, in foal 
and a the facutties of iit!, in body and 
al the menibers of it, +48" '$pirit <2 wt 
= \neliridvions, motions afid openitivns 
"4m 
Zch.10.13* ig Off his: firength and poxer: 
Moiſt "wil Ercogther ts © WMS 
uties, 


LY 


#hilo" im \* and . wake onr ;aboile: with diav-' 


a_ << MC © wt Pc a+: a: DV .c 


. 3h nd to overcome t 


anc " ella all. the enemies 


i& « 
- 1x IK and Setled, 
L0% and Cantivual- 


Secondly, Our falowſhip with Chriſt 


h 8 win, oy ſtands in Performance of 
1d rh elt accepts from us, elpe- 
id Kd: © ten. 

is \L Our Faith in. him, or a {tedfaſt and 
» # conſtant recumbence upon him, above all 


wy and for. all things. To believe 


7e 16. bi, though e do not ſce him, as the 
elect(tr cid Pet.1.8.. Yea,though 


rangers 
he (lay ve duy 06 relolved,Cbap.13-14. 


his fah. was; ſtronger than death, Let 
fee we liye by faith in the Son of 


Gad tor all. things pertaioang,, to lifeand 
iſt. He 


te them that truſt 
7- He takes great com- 


* 4 placency 
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ww 


and delight in them. Fuith | 


one of the - Churches wherewirh 
ſhe raviſheth ( that © Rroughy atiedts, 
or as it were captivares) Chriſts -hearry 
Cant.4.9. He makes us his'Hephuibobe 
when we make him our confidence.” * * 

Let us look unto ' p=: not only by 
faith, but for faith alſo, as he is'the Au- 
thor and finiſher of our faith, Heb..1 2. 2, 
that he would increaſe and _—_ __ " 
in us3 and fill us with all joy peace 
- in believing. 

Il. Our love to Chriſt, who loved 
and gave himſelf for us, manifeſted in 
_ Pn ookbn d lovging for him and 

1. In looking an 17g for him 
his a els, add frokgon! of him and 
Oneneſs with him. When our eyes arc 
ever towards the Lord Jeſns, whi awer ihd 
oenlas © a5 looks breed love, fo love ſhews 
it ſelf by looks. = 
' 2. In having high © and howotrable 
thoughts of Chriſt, and a pretious eſteem 


 24- Of him as our portion, chief good or All 


'7- m All: accounting him and all his dear 

. t& us, his Name Honour and glory, his 
Truth, and canſe; wayes, ordinances 
and ſervants, his E e : his Saiwty 
doings and lufterings, 2s his Crofs which 


blood or A.16-24. 
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that chi King afiGtory enpccadias to 
reveive his incomes, his van 
flurnces, love, graces, 
rations into oar ſouls. As EC 
doors of the Tetaplc 
the Ark; are Trae i Glory IT: 
ſhould enter ing agwe opemoeur doors 
ded Coereiadeasds 
let in the light, heat and beams —_ 
Sun 
For wotrocdd Teniple of Chriſt 2-and 
Ohtriſt knocketh at axe door af! our heants 
to have entrance ; and it we £6 
him (which he requires at:hn 
Car /5.2 Jike with come into) us,  Bew 
3- 200 for it Whispromite.! 7 tf 
ag How may we —_ pes" og 
Chrith«? 
Anjw. 1 By tamals, reltleſs Aſics, 
wn and breathings of our Souls atter 
[t, that cadgnot be ſatished- without 
him s aahs Hart h afeer ther Wa 
ter-Brooks, @c. Pſal.42.1.And asn thirky' 
Land doth. after-Rain, - Pf] 1.43. 6./So 
panteth w—_— Sbul after choe @ God, ſaid 
cbGChmt we arc tick of Lovs; 
ſeil. fil. winhgeebihe his abſence; and delire 
of his preſence. '!''Sick of love'to him 
fo wane of wie —— 
2, 
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Tears to Chriit, inviri _ 
hx.cbyoo h our mourhs wit 
s drawn has lovia-kimes 
neſs\, promiſes and relations to as; 
from his remembrance of the kindoeſsot 
our Youth, and the love of our E\poutals, 
Fer. 2. 2. Herewith we ſhould preſs him, 
evety with a holy violence chereunto 5 a5 
did Pax and his Aﬀociates, ſhe be- 
an, «ndr oy conſtrained them to come into 
her houſe, 4. 16. 14. Say to Chriſt 'as 
Labaw to Abrahams (ervant, Gem. 24. 31. 
with a little alteration, come m thou 
bleſſed Lord, wherefore ” frandeſt thou 
without ? ſay with the Church, come 
Lord Jeſus come quickly. Let your 
Prayers and#Tears give Chriſt no reſt, 
till he come in and give reſt and ſatisfa- 
Rioni_ycur ſouls, and joyn himfelt more 
wor 0s Ou. 

We ſhould mamifcit our love to 
Chriſt, our Huſband and King, by 
keeping otr hearts invire and peculiar 
for . him alone, as a retiring roo, &r 
TN to bye in, or Throne 


yp _—— 
tnm, = the We 
pee ol 


ans Moriah dim Fit. 


" Ean, 7, 


Cans. 4.9. 


A, ſhould lock _— 
_ and give 
to keep and open to 


and come in when he 


DE Ye 


Lowuitaetabebe dr 
12- Loves, our whole Loves - be(tow the 


livelyeſt avd warmeſt of our affeGions 
upon him: and that not only 10 the Vine- 
yards of the Churches, and in the —_— 
of Saints, butwhen we are alone, as 
Night in our beds, by day as we fit, Gall 


"W x. wry PA our love to Chriſt 


npon all occaſions, and abound in laboyrs 
of love towards his Name, cauſe and 
members. We can preſent nothing to 
Criſt, which he defires or delights more 
in, and acceprs __ " wen <P Opn 
more pre Iattuence upon z to 
racuie f —_ . - , what we delve of 
- than Love. Hecannot deny us (it 
be ee it good for us ) what we aſk of 
him under this wy" 
- _ whom my ſoul &, Bw 2. I. 


ks Spouſes Love to Chriſt is the 
one chain oft her Neck (full of Links 
and very binding) which raviſhed Chriſts 
heart, or put a torce ypap It, as oy 
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to his ſpouſe 4 and wo 
t can ſay with Pater, Lord 
that 1 love thee. 


for then Chriſt will ove us his Fa- 
thet alſo, and will manifeſt himſelf ro us, 
Job. 14.21. Heand his Father will come 
unto us, and make rheir abode with us, 
ver. 24. We ſhall get for a recompence, 
» hundred fold more love from Chrilt 
than we haveto give unto Chrilt. 

We ſhoutd cover carneſtly rhe Grace 
of love to Chrift, that all which proceeds 
from us towards him may be ſtamped with 
ant y = nota love, and rafte of the fweer 
and ſavoury reliſhes thereof. 

To this end, Let us pray and believe 

the account of Gods promiſes of 
Heart<ircumcifion; Dex, 20.6. and of 
iving us the ſpirit of Love, 2 Trav. 1. 7+ 
Fd fabour to feel Chrlfts love in our 
bearws which will fill gur hearts with love 


ro 


is, Chriſt is rycd faſt i Gn 71.4 


- Jab 30.16. 


_ Haſby 


manifeſt as much love w'-Chrilt " we. 
cam, as our iery 10 him, be, 
. - Azgurs, and he us fhr(t; and tar the, 
ſawour of his ointments, Cent. 1.2. 


' I 11. Our. delight--42 Chriſt, av #he 
Head of our joy , for the object of 16; 
and as the Root or fountain of ourjoy, 
for derivation or infuſion thercot ute 
us. Tell Chriſt, or let him (ee, ; 

1. That we never expe(t any (olid, a- 
tisfying ſolace or s 102 our fouls 

W Chriſt putic mn 2. that waa xv 
it our chiefeſt joy to injoy! bim, and tt 
lowſhip wich him 5; and our greateſt grief, 
to want him, and the comforts of his pre» 
ſence, that this makes us $0: mourning, 
( like Job ) withour- the 5 Or 4s a 
wife that wants her huſbands chat Chyiſt 
alone rejoyceth our hearts, and we-per- 
ceive all rs morn rw © —_—_— 

, unlatisfactory and vaniſhing, 4 

that they leave-our hearts ſad ; that our 
joy \cbbs or flows, waxcth or weanes ac- 
cording as he comes to us, or goes from 
us; as he manifeſts himſelf to us; or with+ 
draws and hides himſelf from us. + {p! 
.:a. That we fejoyce- nat only in him 
but it bis, 1a all Co inwcts and ;gdear 

; unto 


to--Chriſt, We have! many Motives, to; 


=, wa. nn ACA EqIS ID TOOSCESC 


_ <4 © ww XX = 


mo him, as in bis Name and 
4s jove.-and great goodnels 4. 
Laaw /04 word and worlp, that 1s our 


Artribuees, 


was w hs 


defaghe an” it ; 
patin6. 7. in the ſuccels of hs 


and\inrereſt and promotion of 
and glory; bowever: things 


go'With vs, 25 Jobs did, chap. 3-39, 30» 
Coo This my joy #4 fulfilled, — He aſt in- 
creaſe; but Tuneſt decreaſe. ſel. as 3 Star at. 


hims4w the great 
didy' chap. 3-17, 19. when: the Fig-txee 
doth not bloflome, ce. when Fruits fail 
from Trees and Fields, and Flocks from 
the Fold's yea to rejoyce inour fuffermngs 
fot Chriſt as the Apoſtles did, 4#.5-41» 

LV. Our: Holineſs, - which we Gould 
manifeſt by our. conſtant care apd endea- 
vout tokeep! our minds and hearts pure 
in the of God; to ſrippreſs' the. firſt 
worlons and | {tirrings of . corry ti0ns$ 
withia us, even of thoſe to which our 
(41 | Natures 


bo 


3 in; big 0) 119 


+ 
_ - 
- 
h, : - Pal. 18. 
* 


A Iſa. F9. 2s 


* World : to do no evil, wi 


Natures are moſt inclined's 'as well as 
our outward man from the — forth 
of fin in our lives; to _ ourſelves as 
from our iniquities, ſo unſpotted _ 
willingly ; but to humble our' ſelves. low. 
before the Lord for all that is amiſs,m- 
our thoughts, words or deeds. Chriſt 
_u repentance as well as remiſſion of 
n to Iſrael, AF. 5, 31. he will have no 
fel ip with impenitent ons 3-if 
we confe our ins, he is faithfull and juſt 
to forgive us our fins, 1 Jobs 1. 9. For, 
fin ſeparates between Chriſt and us, and. 
makes him hide his face, and turn away 
his ears from us, and cauſeth- diſtance 
and eſtrangement, and breaks off all fami- 
lizrity, For Chriſt is light, 2 706.15. fin 
is darkneſs, the blackneſs of datkaeſs. 
Chriſtis righteons yea righteouſancks, ſin 
is unrighteouſneſs 3 what fellowſhip hath 
ight with darkneſs 2 hath righteouſnels 
with unrighteouſneſs? 2 Cor. 6.14. we 
muſtwalk in the light as heis inthe light, 
elſe no fellowſhip with the Father or the 
— iv age 5, 6, 7. If we ſay-we have 
fellowthip with him, and walk in dark* 
neſs, we lye, and ſay ( anddg) not. the , 
truth; weare children of falſhood both 
in word and deed. Purity 
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. Purity-isa rative:to au# intimate = 
Ellowſhipwith hriſt co. behold his face, 
Segkoyand inheart hal ſee God, Matth. 
5+ ©, | 6-44 2 6} 

: To: hear his voice, for«he- will ſpeak 

_ to his Saints or- holy ones, P/ad. 

$oVq.. gk © 

To converſe or commune with Chriſt 
as a'man with his friend, ſe. 1. 16,18. 
If weput away the evil of-our thinkings 
ayings and doings, he will ſay tous, 
came- now: and: let. us reaſon _togetherz 
If, we .came out from among finners and 
touch no unclean thi wiltreceive us, 
2 Cor. 6.17, 18.-God tenders fellowthip 
tos upon the terms of Ruyrity.. Fellow- 
ſhipayith Chriſt and with'Sim are contra- 
ries, iextreamly-anconliſtent and repag- 
nant. mY ( ; 

\To:know . the-mind of Chriſt, for: his 

ſeerets are. with them that.fear him z-for b 
they depart from iniquity, ?/el. 25. 24% 7: +4 
- 'To have the breathings of the ſpirit of [ 
Chriſt _— aur ſouls, his graces andia&s 
ings 1n them, as' a pretious liquomrin 4 
clean veſlel.- g- 

-; To feel the love of Chriſt in our hearts, 
| ue thoſe are moſt ſenſible of that hate 
ab\>. Y For 
, j 
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purcaeſs of heart, wherever he ſeeth it 4 
This-is the way to make us Chriſts _ 


*"-4 » 


-1Per - Chriſt dandy af delighteth in 


ones, Cant. 2.10. and 4. 7. 

V. Our Obedience, in reſohutions haat 
* endeavours 'to:keep Chrifts'Command- 
- ments alway, even unto the end, what- 
ever it coſt us ; to have reſpe& to them 
all (as David had, Pal. 119. 6. P, without 
partiality : to do Chriſts, will and our 
works with diligence and delight. - Let 
Chriſtſfee that we bave upon our Hearts, 
not only-the Bent or Bias of a {trongin- 


clination, but the power or-obligation-of 


a {tedfaſt purpoſe and oath to univerfal 


: Plal. 2'9- obedience, as David had nn I bene 
| **: fworn-and:1 will performrit, Ee. gen 


Chriſt makes our keeping of his-com- 
mands to be a demonſtration of -our love 
to. him, Joh. 14. 15,21, 23. Therefore, 
les us come to: Chriſt to; receive 'com- 
mands or directions in every thing, and 
_ Opp PRO thou have'me 
to.do.? God the Father charged J#ae/ ito 
obey Chriſts voice, and ave provoke: 


him, when they had ed with' 


_ bimy as their —— in the der « 
nels: ys 
+ I, Our Patience. Fg 
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f. In ſubmitting, or ſuffering evils at Job »- 107 
the'hand of God quietly"and filently, 
in bearing Chriſts croſs, - lying down at- | 
Chriſts feet, and faying with David, here 2 Sam: 
4m"T 'Lord, do to-me as ſeemeth good uw- Ho ; 
to thee: :- and" 'T Wis dumb and not br 
wy mouth becauſe thou didſt it ©. in _reſol- 
vingour will into Gods wyl. | 
'" 2 In waiting on Jeſus Chriſt, andtar- 
ry!rg- his leiſure until! the eime of his 
comrng and refreſhing to-our fouls, withs 
outmaking hafte, thinking 'much, faint- 
og of deſponding, or grudging at his de» 
layes. This 1s 'to 'abide/ for him 'm ® 
deyes. 'Waiting or (and for) God, was «3 3 
Davids profeſſion and pradtice, Pſal. 130. : 
5, 6.65 62. 5. Say 'with David, and now | 
Lord what wait 1 for, my hope is in Pal. 39.94 H 
thee,' my expectation is from thee, Sczl: I 
of communion with thee. 

V FI.” Our Humility and meekneſs, in , 
ſpirit andfpeech, in looks and carriage. A _ 
humble lowly poſture is moſt raking with 
Chriſt, who is moſt high ; becauſe itis his 
Impreſs upon us, and makes us like unto 
him, ——Z a (faith he, 241th, 11-29-) 
week - and lowly in heart. A kumble heart 
2 houſe, ' yea Heaven upon 

z Whetein- he chuſeth to dwell 
oa Y 2 and 
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F Mic. 7. 8. 


| t Chron. 
CL 89. 19- 


and. to ſolace himſelf , Ns. $7. 15: 


Vw . [ 


How acceptable have Gods eminent fer- 
vants been to him upon the account of ' 
their Humilityz as Abrabew, who faid'Þ 
am but duſt and aſhes. And Jacob that 
ſaid, 1 am lels than the leaſt of all thy 
Mercies : And David who ſaid, Who aml, 
2 Sam. 7.18. 1 Chron. 29.14. as think- 
ing himſelf no body : and Paw! who 
22: 17. And John Begriſh, wharaboaght 
12.11. w 

himſelf not worthy whe Chriſts Shoos, 
Matth, 3. 11. And Job who abhorred 
himſelf, and repented in duſt and aſhes, 
Job 42. 6. God the Father hath called us 
to the fellowſhip of Jeſus Chriſt as he is 
our Lord, which obligeth us to- walk 
bumbly,or to humble our ſelves to walk 
withbim: to ſerve our Lord with reve- 
rential fear, and to rejoyce before him 
with boly onbkinng : to condeſcend or 
{toop very low totake up his croſs. 

- VIII, Our ſincerity, - in approving 
our hearts and wayes unto iſt : iy 
ſeeking hisglory in every thing, not our 
ſelves 1n any thing 5 and in giving him 
the honour and praiſe of all we have. or 
do. For he defires truth in our inwayd 
parts, and hath pleaſure in uprightoGs, 


an 


h 0 9. 
and ſuch as are - a are Prov. 1.3 
hisdelight. Chriſt commended Nat ted. 3.2 
for it with an Ecce —— Behold an Iſra- 4 
elite indeed, in whom is no guile. - The 
whe love Chriſt, Can2. 1. 4. 

[ X. Our knowledge and acknowledge- 
ment of Chriſt. | 

1. Our knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt. 

- 1. Notional in our minds, of his na- 
tures, and the properties of them : of his 
offices and the aftsof them : of his ſeve- 
ral ſtates, of humiliatian and exaltation, 
and of the condition and operations or 
benefits of both : of bis truths, wayes; 
and ordinances. 

2, Fiducial, to truſt him with -our 
hearts. 

3-. Aﬀectional, to embrace him with 
our deareſt affections. 

4- Experimental, from our ſpiritual (I 

ſceing, hearing, ſmelling, taſting,bandli \ 
of him, the word of life: 1 Job. 1.1. an | 
from our obſervation of his various and 
gracious dealings with us, all along. 
-$ qr to grow in the know- | 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Col. 1.16. |] 
Chriſt, 2 Peg, 3. 18. this is to follow oa to 
know the Lord, Hof: 6. 3. 


2+ Qur acknowledgment of Chriſt. 
oh Y 3 We 


$- 'L 
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We- muſt not only know Chriſt, but pro» 

feſs or hold forth our of him; 
which is to confeſs Chriſt before men, -to. 
give teſtimony to his Goſpel, truths:;and 
wayes, and whatever hath the ſtamp. of 
Chriſt upon them. To- this we are his 
Witneſles, 1/a. 43- 10. 

It pleaſeth Chriſt well, asto know, fo 
to. be porruny ws thoſe thit are his, Fob, 
Io. 14. as his ſheep, ſpouſe, le, 

And Chriſt will cakes ach before 
his Father whichis in Heaven, and before 
' the Angels of God : that thele have beep 
his companions and his friends, his Noabs, 
Henocks, &c. that have walked and talk- 
ed with him, as two that are agreed. 
Chriſt will own them and avouch them 
before all the World to be his people; 
and will ſay tothem at the laſt day, come 
ye blefled of my Father inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you, Mat.25. 34. 

X. Our ſuitableneſs of Diſpoſition and 
of carriage to Jeſus Chriſt. For.this 1s 
the ground of friendſhip and fellowſhip 3 
the procreant and conſeryant © cauſe 
thereof. 

We contract familiarity with fuch as: 
ſuit our ſpirits 3 and we cannot cloſe 
withthoſe, that are of a croſs or contrary 
Temper + 
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Temper tdus:”, For tellowthip is a Har» 
mony that. is: made upibf content of ſpi- 
xits,; #ud of concord of. Hearts. I? 
| Jarring ſpits make na.melody of :com- 
muon, as jarring {trings marr Muſtque. 
Make-no friendſhip with an angry- man, 
ſaith Solomon, Prov. 22,24. and with a 
furious man thou ſhalt not go, becauſe-it 
caunot be kept with ſuch 3+ their fro- 
wardneſs and tury 1s repugnaat to friend» 
ſhip” and fellowſhip, and _niakes them 
knotty and crooked pieces, rough and 
tineyen, they will not lye flat, nor cloſe 
wellin and jun&ure of amity and tamili- 
_y The grain of our diſpoſitions 
muſt lye Chriſt-wards, and © our ſpirits 
muſtbe tuned ſweetly to him, to be of 
thedame Mind with Jeſus Chriſt in every 
thing, PhA. 2.5. to lovewbat he loveth, 
and & hate what he hateth ; to chooſe 
and do the things that pleaſe him, which 
is the way to walk worthy of him unto 
all: well-pleaſing, Col. 1. .10, elſe we 
can-have no imtimate fellowſhip with him. 
If we be correſpondents unto him in our 
ſpirits and courſe, we ſhall be compani- 
onfwith himin .comfortable communion. 
We ſhould be verytender of, and affe&ed 
with his glory 3 and. be (calible of, and 
| Y 4 mourn 


to his Name. - Put on, towards 
the affeftions of David, who wept Rivers 
of Tears becauſe men kept not "Gods 
Law, Pſal. 119.836, 138, 139. of &6 
who was very jealous for the Lord 
of Hoſts, 1 Kiwg. 19. 10. Gods honout- 
was as dear to bim as a Wrves fidelity is 
to her Huſband : and of Phimebas Wie, Þ | 
that holy Woman who dyed for grief, be- | | 
I cauſe of the diſhonour-which came to 
Y God and his Ark, 1 Sam. 4. 21422." 

Our Fellowſhip of Intercourſe with 
Chriſt may be exerciſed mutually be- 
tween him and us m the way of, 


I, Relations. 

2. Aﬀictions. 

3. Duties or Ordinances. " 
4. Of Providences. 


1. As Members with 
. their Heads. 

]. Of Retatings, 2s es Band 
her Husband. 


' I« We ſhould ſeek to have fellow- 
ſhip with Chriſt, as Members with the 
Head. | 
| 1. By 


from him daily: ate 
dvr ofa H mate Gepending on him 
for the ſame, as 
«. Spirirual Life, iekning Influen- 
ces" to piety-in prof, on and pradtice. 
Our life is hid in Chriſt as our Head, 
Col. 3. 3, 4+ 
2. Spiritual Senſes, alſo wiſdom and 
knowledge, the Treaſures whereof arc 
bid in Chriſt for us, Col. 2. 3. 
3+ Spiritual Motions and Operations, 
for without Chriſt we can do nothing 
+ 15-5.) as members cannot move 
without their Head 3 nor Trees bear 
Fruit without their Root : bue through 
Chriſt we can do all things. From him is Phil. 4.13. 
all. our fruit found, Hof. 14.8. 
4. DireQions in every particular what 
to do. Chriſt our Head is our Guide, 
—_ Head js to all the Members of the 
th 3-:Provile and proteqion. Chriſt 
as he isthe Head of the Church, he is the 
th Saviour of the body, /czl. Myſtical, Eph. 
5. 23. toprocure the wellfare and ſecure 
the ſafety of it. Heis ſach a Head to 
vw- whom all things are ſubje&t, Fpbeſ. 1. 
he 22, 23. 
6. Spiritual Nouriſhment miniſtred to. 
us 


TE SO PrSESEISR. 


@-- & o 
* 


jv from Chriſt as our Head by-the 50vnts: 


AJ ob 
and bands wherzewith we +are tyed--a$Þ as 
Members to him, eſpecially the-ſpirit Gl 


faithz to make us grow upto a full ſta-i 
ture, and encreaſe with the -encreaſe-of ÞI : 
God. Col. 2.19. 27 4 $4 #3 
2. By giving up our ſelves wholly \ta® 
Chrilt, CE to our Head, «- Y or 
1. As to alk his Counſel, ſo to follow © dr 
his DireQions in every thing, Prov. 3:6. } 3 
2. To be \{erviceable/ unto Chriſt in Þ 23 
every thing, as all the Members of the: Y P! 
Body are to the Head, and to obey. his I} a! 
commands, Me" 
3+ To be made conformable to. him ig} ar 
holineſs and righteouſne, in doing and -Þ it 
ſuffering. Head and Members ſhould be YI tc 
alike, ll the. body would be Mon- 
ſtrous. | cl 
4, To give Chriſt the preheminence &} 0 
in all things, and above all, Col. 1. 18., as h 
all the Members of the -Body do the. 


Head. -20 
2. We ſhould live in fellowſhip with I} 2 
Chriſt, as a Wite with her Huſband. t 


1.. By receiving from him the ſeed of }} 0 
* Cant.1,15. Grace into our ſouls ( in the Marriage * 
bed of Love ) that we may bring forth Y \ 
fruits unto God, (to wit of righteouſnefs, 
obedience 


f 
W 
of 

4 


ta- 


wth: obedience 
Y as it were the children, begotten” by 


Sd works )- which pas 


Chriſt through the (pirit, .and conceiy 
in our ſoul, Rom. 7. 4. Te are become de 
to the Law by the body of -Chrift that ge 
ſhould be married to another, euvgn to hin 
who w raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould 
bring- forth ſtuit* unto God. And by 


J drawing all the kindneſs and benefits of 


a Huſband ont of Chriſt into our ſouls, 
as counſel and comfort, i{trength and joy, 
proviſion and protection, to be nouriſhed 
and. cheriſhed by him, Eph. 5. 29. to be 
refreſhed with the diſcoveries of himſelf 
and of his mind . and ſgcrets. the demon- 
{trations of his love, and tokens of favour 
tO us. 


cleaving to. Chriſt alone as the Huſband 
of our ſouls, forſaking all others for 


him. 


By performing unto Chriſt, the ſub- - 


miſion, obedience, reverence, helpful- 
nels; faithfulneſs and delight of a Wit: 
to her Huſband 3 ſubjecting our willsand 
deſires wholly to him. " 6 
Let us believe and wait. that Chriſt 
will . realize and actuate his relatjons 
[9+ Us, 


2.” By religning up our ſelves, and Eph. s.3:. © 


al. 45. 
IO, I1. 


I I. Secondly, ' 


ST. 0. 


II. We ſhould hve in ELOV Fr 
with Chriſt as in Relations, fo 4 
AfﬀiQions : Pax/ counted all things but 
and dung that he might know Chriſt and; 
the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, Pbil.3.19) 
that is, ſach as he did ſuffer in the- dayes 
of his fleſh, and doth daily futfer, in big! 
name, cauſe and membefs. To have feEJ&i 
lowſhip with Chriſt in his ſufferings, is ©; 
Rom, 8. 1. To ſuffer with him, by ſympathy; 
\ 7:1, .7- when weareſenfible at our hegrts of, 

" 32. muchaffected and afflicted for, the ſuffer- 

ings of. his name and ſervants, Heb;13 193! 

2. 'To ſufier for him by bearing his: 
croſs, and enduring perſecutions of alf 
ſorts, from mens hearts by hatred; 
tongues by flanders, reproaches, or hand 
by acts of violence, or the lols of any. 
comforts we enjoy for Chriſts ſake, hig/ 
Goſpel, righteouſneſs, conſcience fake 
which Pax! calls, Col. 1. 24. 74 irahudle, 

"the remainders of the affictionsof Chritt ; 

To which God hath annexed a promiſe; 

of great reward, Mat. 5. 11, 12. Paul ſuf { di 

_ the loſs of all things for Chriſt 

Phil. 2. 8. | t 

3. To. ſuffer like him, as he ſuffered,” 
patiently, ſubmiſiively and filently, x Pet: 

th. 53.9. 2.23, When be was reviled be 2", 

40, 


| &c. ————- He us au example 

that we | follow his ſteps, yer, 21. 
Thi ip of iſts ſufferings 

Sweet {meclling Myrrh, Cans. 5. 5. 

LIE. We: d excerciſe fellowſhi 


#Ewich Chriſt, as in Relations, and in affir 


*Itions, ſo in Holy duties and ordinances, 
which are —_ of God to be means 
and ſweet communion between 


nd {Chriſt and our ſouls, as 


. Prayer, or ſpeaking much to God 
AYthereby, and recerving anſwers thereto. 


vis Great acquaintance and familiarity is con- 
IJ trated by Prayer between God and man 


Yeſpecially when feconded and ſet on w 
WT cars. 

| 2+ The word, or hearing; God ſpeaks 
s/f tous therein, counſel, commands, conſo- 


es lation, corroboration and confirmation. 


JS Let us fay to Chriſt, as Same! did, 
; _ Lord. for thy ſervant heareth. 
'F Our: hearts ſhould eccho anſwers of obe- 


-F dienceto Chriſts commands as Devids did, 


when God: faid, ſeek my face, my heare 
F faid unto thee, Thy face Lord will I 
,{ ſeek, Pſa). 27.8. 
. 3- The Sacrament, or cating and drink- 
-ing aot only with Chriſt, but whe 


24, 35, 
Pla.133-3 


Chis fleſh and 


* lowſhip in the Goſpel'; for there God 
. commands a blefling even to-advarice our 


this blood } therein, Job 
3 33.30» | 


4- The Communion of Saints, or" 


ſouls communion ' with Chrift': as the 
Davghters of Jersſalem converiing witlf 
the Spouſe did, Cant: 5.8, 9.' to the en& 
6.1. 246k 4 

5. Meditation. which is the ſouls pr® 
vate diſcourſe and interconrſe, walking 
and taking with Jeſus Chriſt.” 

Wherein paſſages of greateſt ſeer 
and tnrimatenels* ( as concerning our 
Relations, &c.) are tranſatted betweesY 5 
Chriſt and the foul]. 4 

Meditation is very opportune for 

t-communion with Chrift in the in- 
termiffions of ſleep, as well as on the 
day. David uſed it much. MAfine 

the night watches ( ſaith he, Pal 
116. 148. ) that T wight meditate in 
word : and when I awake, I am ſtill wi 
thee,” Plal. 139. 18. How pretious are 
thy _— unto me, O , ver. 17: 
And my Meditation of him foall be ſweet, 
Pal. 104. 34- 
David had experience of the ſweetneſs 
hereof, /cil. that his foul” was _—_ 
wi 


GEL EINE 


with marrow and fatnefs, when he remem- 
bred God upon his bed, and meditated on 
x the watches, Pſa. 63.5, 6: 
The | ſought him whom her ſoul 
loved, oy on her bed, Cant. 2. 1. 
Ez 


editation and Prayer. With ay 
1 defired thee in the Night ((aith 
the Prophet; 1.'26. 9.) and with my 
ſpiris within me will I ſeek, thee ear: For 
God =_ to his Meditating ſervants, 
ſfongyin the Night, Fob 25. 10. and cauf- 
eth them to hear his loving kindneſs in 
the Morning. 

{Meditation is very ſuitable and fea- 
foridble for marual 7 


Imervie ; 

, between Chriſt 
Kilkes and 
Exbreces. and the foul. 


Afoe '- e494 For Em- 
Cant. 2.6. & ©. 3.4 braces. 
Cant. 1.2. 


” Car. i #fFor Kiſſes. 
- Pal. 2.17. 


_ 


Cant. 4. 9. Pſal.45-2.7 For Inter- 
Cam $.10.0 41,74 views. 
4£ 6. Singing 
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means of _—_— melodioug, 
heart-rai {bing intercal 
between > and the ſoul. | 
Io all holy duties and ordinances w 
ſhould labour to have = 
Chriſt, not only in the outward, 
but in the inward power and efhcacy 
them 3 not only in the light but in the life 


and heat of them, in the bark, bone or 
hel), but in the (ap, kernel or marrow of 


them : to inlarge our Hearts in themall, 
as in ativity for ( or towards ). Chrif 
to let all the power of our ſouls on 
therein 3 ſo in receptivity-for our {el 


to take in all ſpiritual bleſſings, commys! 


nicated therein from Chralt. to our 
Souls, 

In theſe, as in the banquetting houſe, 
Cant. 2,45. or Wine-Celler, (where he 
ſtayes us with Fl and comforts us 
with Apples : Chriſt and the foul feaſt 
together. He ſups with us and-we'with 
him, Aev. 3.20. and keeps ſpiritual ban- 
"=_ : his banner over us here 45love.) 


ere the Kiog ſetteth at his Table, &c.- 


Cant. 1.12. 


Chriſts ordinances are - his Garden; - 
into which be cometh to Da5.an5 (0! 
: 
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ST ing ſoul; to cathis _ 
| comb with his , to drink bis &s. 


CE TESS 


'> 
© 
$ 
t 
1 


believy- 


veiſe with his Spouſe and 
rt. truies, "his 


Wine his Milk, &c: that is, to feed 


Graces, affetions and obedi- 


ence of our ſouls, which are exerciſed 


thereinz upon our ſpiritual facritices 5 
and to feaſt our ſouls with his love, and 
the comforts of his preſence, and Graces 
of his Spirit 3 and with the (weerneſs and 
fatneſs of his Ordinances ( w 
feaſts of fat things, full of Marrow Wot 
Wine on the Lees well refined, 15.2 5.6.) 
to"make them by his blefling delightful 
and nouriſhment , as ſpiritual 
Wine, Milk , Honey to our fouls, to 

, ripen and increaſe all tre 
Graces in us: and to excite and incou- 
rage us (as his Friends and Beloved ) 
to eat and drink thereot liberally and 
Oy no danger here of ex- 


s. 
I'V.-As in a way of Ordinances, fo 
of Providence , we ſhould exerciſe fel- 
lowſhip with the Lord ; and therein four 
ES. | 
® 1. by eying and obſerving God in them 
all z bo on and the appearance of 
his ſeveral Artri oghorin, _——— 
om, 


2, By conſidering wiſely of bi 
Pſal. 64. 9. Searching toifind outthe ſp 
cial cauſe thereof, and Gods end theres 
Why he doth ſo and ſo, Feb 10. T8 
2 Sam. 21.1. 
3- By being affeRed continually, as he" 
ves us occalion in his Provideaces 
Bar hearts ecchoing to Gods hand : bad 
toGods ſeveral Dif 
wit ble diſpolitions or 
W isto ſantihe the Lord God in our 
hearts, 1 Pet. 3.15. l 
4- By improving all his — 
doings to a holy uſe £ 
nls and glory , and ring im tor 
them all. 


Motives to Communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


I. This is the beſt fellowikipot all, in 
ſix Reſpetts. 

1. For the excellency and tranſcen-. 
dency of it, Tolive in fellowſhip with 
Chriſt is to live at the higheſt a une 
der Heaven, next to Heaven, yea av in @-: 
corner of Heaven q or —— ; 

$ 


Ss CES  EHMESERD OECD. AMT 


* , BB AACD TEAXT 


Earth; Toliye 4n the tglteſt R 
Chriſtianity, above alt Winds, 
| rionas dnd Difeirban- 
ed here below. Above all Rela- 
creatore-comforts in the world, 
natural wilt It is the life of Pars- 
dile4 kn elical, yea, Angelical und 
Celeſtial life, in comparil on whereof, the 
molt. mco: ard women ' arte” dead 4; every 
while they 11ve,. Communion with Chriſt 
is the cream; tower and quinteloence of 
"Such as ſhave fellowſhip with Chriſt, 


ces! 
ind 


theworld kaowy not of.” It 1s our meat 
'anddrink Afo?) ro do Chrifts will,” and 
hiss aod with Pal, Thus 7 live, 
not 1, but Chriſt liveth is me; Gal. 2. 36; * 
Communion with Chriſt will put us 
into the (ſame poſture with the Woman 
( that is che Church i Rev. 12.1. )/ol ro 
be cloathed with the &un (of Righteouſ- 
neſs, os with the Righteoutneſs of Chriſt 
the Son of God , and the San of his 
an 7 to have the Moon ( that is, 
the world! and all ſublunaty things ) un- 
der our feet. 


, {This 35 the way toſive in Chriſts tight, 
taſte his face, as we are capable here, 


£ 2 to 


mey tay with Chriſt, wo have ment to cav Jobo 4 


T3, 34- 


"is walk is chatighe.of bs conmentns 
nd gry doc vpn 


light : 
beart, and makes it ay withÞeocob, [ have 
hour 


- ww & a= 


h, I bave all. It is pure wi 
mixture of bitter or heart 
gredients 4 it is all hony, no or 
wormwood. He that cometh to me,ſaith 
Chriſt, Job® 6. 35. ſhall never hunger; 
and he that beheverbh on me ſhall never 
thirſt, that is, be that bath communiow 
with me, ſhall be fully ſatwfied with me; 
and not deſire may 4 ge aye 


compariſon of more of! 
Chnſt, or the full Frans Fro T 


glory. 

All other fellowſhips ( natural and Ci- 
pa ne empty and ——— but 
ter {weets, accompanied with wagni 

and a biecermch 


and vexation of Spirit, 

in compariſon of this. 
3- For Duration. Fellowſhip in naty- 
ral or Civil; yea, in (piri | 
is ————— and 
momentary 4 but prs fempore, and cons 

fined to this ide che Grave as thefartheſt. 
yeh, © 
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ve, they 
| , decay \ntheir Mee. 
fall off rom ts. Manly of Chriſts 
went back , and walked no 
tore with him, Some of Paxls Hearers 
him, as Pewer, and all they in 
ARR, 7 Tim. ys. t 5. The Corinthians and the 
net ſ6 clo w Palin affe- 
(tions, and in communion & they might 
andoughr, Gal. . 6. 4. 15, 16. 2 Cov: 
15. Jobar Hearery did the like "t0 
tim, Jobim 5. 35- Diſtance and cſtrange- 
ment break off” the; Fellowſhip of 
other 16ns, as between Devid, and 


bis lovers, friends, kin{men, acquaintance, 
GORE $0 as he was forgortin 
3# A tes 


#1 
of 


man out of mind, Pfal. zr. 
ir, 72. like a broken vefled, 'our of uſe, 
eſtcern and requeſt : between Job and hi 


=p Wras bp ret kiusfolks 
familiar Chap. 19.29; 14. ar! 


C3 
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a4; 


Jomeliichs7] Ab! '& jd th 
wer..1 4% bagh7s boi Me. r 
; 4 Yea, Friends may turrtbrienti$#0 
7ob+moſt intimaze- Friend ('ro-whomh 
communicated his ſecreff Jatihioere 
= whom Ihe :loved' fer: pro” ron 
bio-/to: do birti-hure;, Fob'nh. 29% 
He called them all miſerable c6mfortors, 
9:16.23. Who inſtead{of lightninghis 
rden, laid;mare load an him.: Sor did 
Abitephel, Davids own: fiiftollar' friend in 
whom he truſted , to-him; ap = 
O& 55: | 13,14 and Judat. to wt 
Matth,' 26, 23, All Fexemiabhr = 
friends watched for his halting", Fe. 
20. 10. Ever his Brethren, -anil the's 
of his Father- deale treacheroufly with 
him, er. 12-6. A friend, \a&Pleto Gd; 
a. mutable 'creature. A man; may” have 
no [faſt hold;,, nor ſtrong aſſurance: « 
fellowſhip long. with any creature. 7:; 
Truſt-ye not in a friend; (Git 5tho 
- Prophet )— a mans encnies:aterhemen 
of his own. houſe, erexy gives" the ike: 


caution., Cheps-9.4, 5-+ (But our feh.'Þ | 


lowſhip with, Chriſt ao Troy pers 
manent and exrpeceat: becauſe it iswith F 4 


him, 6£30-BUj bs 51 U0319 Y 
rt. Wha i is Smmorly, and freetbsiifr: 


ever} 


Agent +5: 

| tab making ſoin 

| | Th Cad nies to us and | in his 

-communian with-us. For with him is 16 
s, oor {badow of turning. & 


led: ++ « a dave, the * Ti + 7 


fus Ghralt the ſame palbeockey y, to 
and for ever, Our fell owſhip with C 
is like :rbe-+ ſhining light , that ſhinech 
more and more unto the perfect day here; 


and. this: wilh::contioue in glory unto 
eternity, when all other Relations, and 


''of them. are expired : 
there thall;be no marrying, nor 
qr in arriage, yet the Relation and 
1wn-:between the Lamb and the 
; carenne dau yrn lbe conlummated and 


ayen. Bleſſed arethey 
to that Marriage Supper 


;'Ehis 1 ibeſt fellowſhip for com- 
ation of the loſs, or want of; all other 
ons.and- of: the comfort of Com- 

then; as of Parents and 

# | Husbands and..W iyes, of 

> 8-7 red) or by defection. f 
| {Al oy, fe Fenwos yes made u 

4 ceeded by our f ” 

my tl haſt. a man place 

his 


1% : 


miſerable ishe ; butifhe "nel 
latively better, as this communion \ 
Chriſtis, and as he can never loſe, ti | 
will make amends for all, yea, an over- 
plus : this will make him —. for 
ever. 1 
T may add, that our fellowſhip x 
Chriſt- will comfort» us. amidſt all-: 
loſſes, croſles, - forrows and — 
der the Sun. 674 K-43 


5: This isthe beſt fellowſhip. for p 


_ - -paration to our diſſolution; -or- 


change, to leave the world and all « 
relations, polleſſions, intereſts -andcc 
forts mit 4 and togo to:Chriſt, which: is. 
"beſt of a)l for us. For all ſuch, andion- 
ty ſuch who have fcllowſhip with: Cbriſt 
in Grace on Earth, ſhall Hlowſhip: 
with him-in- glory: in Heaven: "che Mr 
"mer 1s the Inchoation, the latter) is.qahe 
conſummation of our ecommy ith | 
Chriſt. Every/a& of Sellom 
Chriſt here, * A 


home-ward to our | 


"*; 


= 


« 10774b% wo thar holy _ £ 
-ſball now NG Dr.Preſion. 


er < nog for they live near 
I 'the confines of 


1 Eternity 5\even at ; there- 
wi fore to dye will be co them cone ſtep, | 
| -to Heaven $ or out of 
conan with Chriſt here below in- 
tothe” immediate and full fruition of 


For Qenctonk: To live in fellow- 
ſbip+with Chriſt , is-to:lye in a bed of 


Is; arcmatical Spices 3 of. Roſes and ſweet 
= 5-15: Bop or Towers of- perfumes, Cam. 
v3 -: :To--fuck a -honey-comb 3 to eat fat 
of marrow , and ta drink 


| "Tobave commnjon with Chriſt; iiaxe# 
haveChriftas ectaſttrof —_ | 


Redemption/fasthe word 2m 
us by-his dearth '- the pre orcs 


1reſeinbled by a chite(tihic gh 


ny 'berrios compadted cogerher )' of abe 


Ainſwerth. (weet Cyprefs, as ſome rendere gene 


Cant.'1. z 4/ i\Ghtiſts! 


cluſter 'of (weertdmelling if&vbur; ao 1 k 


— A Ranetinl Adtequin -and-Cax- | 
' (4 4 Mi? % 


* > 2 12 wa oo NE 


PI", - 


; 
TAS os nu city < 


# 
- 
= 


that we «dt 


fo; 17; andthe Father and the Son'are 
one; Fob. 201gof Ht ney | 
\\Chriftts the'middle Perſon, or Mean 
and Mediator/of all ſogiety: and converſe 
berween the Pather ang us” 'Burt out of 
CElrifthe hides himſelf: from us, and is'a 
conſuming fire to us.” ' Now by fellow- 
ſhipwith Chrift we mayhxve fellowſhip 
with the Father in ſix particulars, 
+ 1. In the manifeſtation 'of himſelf, and 
. of his mind and will, counſels and ſecrets 


SST SERSE - 


- 
# 
. on = 


ES 


cy tous ; fot God'the Father ſhews himſelf 
c'1 tous (hisvbeaury and cexcellency Yn 
r 1 tis Shad the Glory of theFather ſhines 
*y the-face of Jeſus Chriſt, and he gives 
*] W'the ligir of the knowledge thereof 


it -him;/2 &97476..:and/ he ' reveals 'WR WO 
will and" {erets-to' us in/zhll by ' his $61) 1 
Chriſt At/Dr.25; £65; 5-46. 17; ©, 
##2'In the reconciliation of 'himſelf to 
$ 1136) us, 


a” _ 
- 


. wy , ado it Her (6 hit 

*.demth, whoi 

| tion He cer Gi anigg! Jvocate 

— Sjenerts and- 1n the ſhine and ſmiles 
his face, and tokens of his- favour: ws 

I. - anrwachn o for the 

ar. 3.19» , us, 

Father is weli-pleaſed in his beloved Son 

Chriſt, and withall that tive in pion | 

 ebrymunion with himg7 115 © FRY 

And in his acceptance”of us'$ for he 

| hath made us to be free wot fly. 
+ Eph. 1,6. accepted in his bgloved C_ 

Both our pe and. coun! ifices; all D 

our duties and performances, as prayers, I ' 

praiſes and the reſt. 

1. As-they are performed by vs in } 
Chriſt, to wit, io his ſtrength, a | 
; + gr then our deeds are wrought in God 

2. As hay are preſented by Chriſt 
fake mingled with his -odours J'to the 

cher for Us, 1 Pet. 2.46 Heb. 195Fy: 
8. 3. - NPR. 

= his returns. of ankoore; rewards 
and benefits to us in, by or-for them all, 
Me. 7.11. _—— I3. And in his gre- 
cious preſence (and comforts"of it) mas 
ifeſted to us as his reconciled _ wn 


Eng o&© AAMBUT =O 


"From God, The Father rejoyceth over us z,,,... 
us with finging ( asa father doth over his | 


EIS LARS 7 


fubfiſtance. da, 421 

. In his Fatherly affeQtions tous, as 
his aud onsin Chri 
in whom he and 


us to be his childreg : and manifeſts or 
acuates all theſe to us ; that we are His Sbph.2 4,3- 
4. e. beloved of the Lord : his 


on — Sr eny eng ht is in us. 
:-His- or dear s, and lea- ler. 31.49 | 


fantchildren in Chriſt, and his bowelsare 


qyiootes for us. 
m_ the Father gens with + _ 
mp or in, his Son 
Chriſt, ſe ' we —— do 
love Jeſus Chriſt and keep his command- 
ments, Jeb. 14. 21, 23. and believe in 
him. Father himſelf loveth you ( faith 
the-Son, Job. 16. 27. ) becauſe ye have lo- 
ved me, and have believed that I came out 


-withjoy, todo us good, and joyeth over 


child, what he beareth in his boſome, or 
dandleth- on his'knee) and reſts in by 
love 20 us, in his Son Chriſt. * 


4. In 


OETET binge, in_and. 
Chriſt, as: | 


for conveyance 
Hence, the Fatber-of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſtis ſaid to bleſs ns, with. all. ſpiritury 
al bleſſings in: heavenly things 10 Chriſt,- 
« Epheſ. 1.3. 2 Cor: 1. me and. to» {apphy.. 
all = needs; by Chriſt Saſuteh eng ; 


_ = fo his fatherly coraadinnd of: wa! 
Chriſt as his Sons.; ? Grid in Mcaſure and / 
in Mercy 3 out of his love to us, _—_— . 
Heb. 12, Our _ ;to: humble us and -pu 
| ©,7,10. and make: us partakers of þis -- 
The father rv Ar the diſcipline :o6 | w 
his.Roat towards 'bis-:chridren, as they Þ di 
are-in Chriſt, his dearly beloved Son. 
And in his: fatherly conſolations of us:ini Þ in 
and by Chriſt in all our- Tribulations and Þ 7 
Py 
t 


Sufferings, 2. Cor. 1. 3. #064..2 Theſ. 2, | 
16, 17. for he is the father of mercies.::" 
And in hisfatherly forbearance, paticnce - / 
or long-ſuffering which heexerciſeth to-. } S 
wards us4n Chriſt. :-. iu 
- Thus. God the Father calleth vs.unto J 
the fellowſhip of his Son. Jeſus Chriſt; 2 .' 


the 


an inth#Son/and'that both, 
EO OE OT > £23 OR STE 
a= 4 y bs, And 
Fil on cup pts: I960V Tex 
'Y 4. Fathedly-on his t, okach doen 
| Jocterack thi parchcalare ſeil. 1n-his 
A Fatherly Manifeſtations, 2 amet mn 
FJ complacency, taiice, and preſence 2 
Jin his' father! $»'b z. Pati» 
J cnce; correttions; conſolations. 
n.Y 2. £ihal on ours, that we mighthave. 3 
4 '' fellowſhip with the; Father in the Son by 4 
pi Filial «carriage /( ſuitable ) on our part 
ay him, four wayes eſpecially... 
; . 'By believing in. Ged the father. as 
Wo to 3+ his'Son Chriſt, and as Chriſt 
FJ didin the Father, Job..14.1, 2: . / 
2« By honouring the Bather, and-ſeck- Mar. 1. 6. 


65 or) glorynotour own, as Chriſt did, 


8.:49,'50. © 7. 18, 
3- By obeying the Fathers commands, 
his wwll not. our own, and thoſe 
dlwayes, which pleaſe him, as his 
Chriſtdid, Jo$.1 5.10; and chp8,29. Joh. 6. 38; 
JI with diligence and delight, Lurks 2. 49+ 
Job - 24> [ s 3 
+ By -(Gabmitting / patiently to the Fa- | 


thers 


F %. * 
. # wy 7 * . # bo = 
. oo "+ b _ & 
wY 
'S . 
- 
n 
- 


—— 26, 39. rar 
For Chriſt tells us, | 

ror hoop TE _ - 

as 20. 17. his 

ours by grace : ; and Pax (tiles him our 


zce.1- Father, and the Father of our Lord Je- 


3 


q 2 E915. rance 3 becauſe God is faithfull who harh! 
called us to it, who will continue it to: 
us, or keep usin it; and confirm us unto! 


ſus Chriſt. T—— us 
unto the fellowſhi is a fruitY. 
of his eletion DG ie life eternal z 


and a certain a of our 


the end. that we be blameleſs in the 


_ day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Father 
that hath begun this work of com- 


munion between Chriſt and us, will per- 


fe@ it untill the day of Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. - 


_ and then coupler and crown it in 
ore 

Hneſt. What ſhall a Chriſtian do, whom 
God hath called unto the fellowſhip of 
his Son Jefus Chriſt, yet eannot injoy 
commumon with him, or the comforts 


of his preſence : not ſee his face, nor | 


bexr hjs voice, nor feel his love, but 
Chriſt 


A mie wo) a4 aa +4 oa I "IIY 


w# 7 


A raAGS as 


| Hath-noe Chriſt: ſeenife 


SELL IO TT SINSETEEELDS 


us, Cunbewailed, unmo bo 
iſhneſs. and unfaithfulnety 


in departing from him C-Buek. 6. LI 


which” have ſeparated ——_ Chriſt 
and-us, and © cauſed e his face, 
and turn away his ear, and be filent to- 
wards us. A Luſt indulged will put in 

« barr between Chriſt and our ſouls, 
which being pulled oue by repentance 
and- mortificatigh, a doot of fellowſhip 
with Chriſt will be apened to us. 

2. But Chriſt may C—_ himſelf for 
a time -frgm our ſouls, by deſign for 
good to us: 

tr. To try and exerciſe our Graces, 
the truth and firength of them, as of 
our faith, love, patience, faithful- 
ne, &e. whether we will loye hini 

Aa when 


© Heſ. 3. 3- 


Ecedl.'3 8. 


P « WR) — ads. 


whery we a6 not w Prec and. 
after him, when he: ſeems; to. \ away 
from us 3 and wait pleyirks 8 
ſtay long : and- not it Hare Fres 
be” for another ' in his: reve x tÞhe 
tryal of our Graces grammes : a2 Teltz- 
mony of them from Chriſt 5 ind? awin- 
creaſe of them in our ſelves, for chabents 
dabitxr, to him that hath; 5. e. uſcth _ 
he hath, (hall more be gi 

. To 'endear /his- Sraferice noel Gets 
jowſhip with /him \unto vs 3 -ta.make- 
us-prize it more highly, and ſcck it,more 
earneſtly knowing the- worth of it by 
the want of-it ) keep it:more, carefully, 
and hold him faſt when we: have regain- 
ed' him, 'and not let him!go, Cort. 3 4. 
and to. prepare us for fuller and, longer 
fruition of | 

Upon theſe accounts: it may be. ſkid 
that there isa Time for Chriſt to embrace 
( the ſoul ) and a Time to _— from 
embracing it; 

2, Letus get our Right ak Ties: +t 
Chriſt and ro our Relations and cohmu- 
mon with him cleared up to us, !and-to 
'that end examine our - ſelves inthree patr- 
ticulars. . 

1. Have-we deliberately and relplyadly 


choſen 


*%. 
> LY > _— 4 
brift, 


+ chofen Chriſt ro, be our. Head: and  Huſ- 
band, and 'given. our free and full; can- 
{nt co be his Members and his Spouſe, to 
become one with him, and falt tyed to 

ways ever? 

the . Do. we, .cſteem this Communiqn 

pk with Jeſus Foo as the de; reſt fellow- 

ut ſhips in the Warld, above the comforts 
at and delights of aJl other R&ations whit - 
ſoever, from ſome glimpſes, faſts or 

J: reliſhes we hayc had of itz and the ſut- 

Le » pr of it to our fpirits : the grain 

'e of 2008 Mogfitip lying that way. 

y . Are our hearts carryed ont Eon- 

Ys Laps after. aptimate fellowſhip with 

hriſt (in a P's $64 ſtream of vehement. 

þ reſtleſs deſi m_ as that without which 


"IF 


, can kettle the the 199 ot our ſouls, bur 
== 
Kt theſe: Grounds we may Lyn 


2 2 
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call him 16i, my Huſband, Ho: 2. 16. anc 
Roſhi my bead, and comfidently expett 
comfortable communion with him in all 
the Relations between him and us. 

3. Letus gathar grounds out of Gods 
Word, as reſts for our ſouls to lean on, 
and ſecurity that Chriſt will renew his 
fellowſhip with us, though at preſent he 
eſtrange himſelf from us, as | 


(1. The verity of his Re- 
_—_ bd ſe 
[ 2. The Properties of his 
Theſt three +4 Perſon. 
| 3-The Plenty of his Pro- 
> miles. 


f. Ground: the verity, certainty and 
conſtancy of his Relations to us, and of 
ours to hitn ; Chriſt is as crue and real 
( but ſpiritual ) a Head and Hutband 
to his Church and co every true belie- 
ver, as the Head is to 'the Natural by- 
dy or the Man to his married Wife. 

ercfore our fellowſhip with Chriſt 
upon this account maſt needs be rea), 
not nominal, notional or imaginary only, 
according as our Communion with Chri 
in his righteouſneſs, holineſs, Sonſtip 


im 


is bis deailipafurteRion, abenfios, in- 


terceſſion, &e. Chriſt in the benefits 
thereof, and in his Offices, are all re» 
alities, no fancies or conceits. 

rcommunion with him correſponds 
to our Relations to him. 

2, Ground ; the properties of his Per- 
ſon in reference to the Relations between 
him and us , which are ſuch as we ma 
ſafely confide in him for communion wich 
him therein: | 

As he is our Head, he is infinitely full 
of all ſpiritual ſenſes, wiſdom and knqaw- 
ledge ; of life, ſpirit, vigilancy. 

As he is our Husband he 1s, 

1, Very tender hearted, for he reall 
gave him{elf for his Spouſe the Church 
to dye for her, that ſhe might lives 
and to ſhed his heart blood for her to 
waſh her fair. 

Did he give himſelf for us, and will 
he not manifeſt himſelf to us 2 Did he 
dye for us, and will he not live with 
us 2 Did he ſhed his GHlaod for ys, and 
will he not ſhed bis love abroadin us? 
Did he come to bring us light, lite, 
peace and joy , and will he go away 
and leave us dead, dark, fad and 
troubled 2 
A23 He 


86, »95+ ; 


- 


Da. ara 


Ma. 915. He ſympathizerh wits "in all out 


(uflerings, not only from others; but 
evenin or by his abſence or departure 
from us : as a Tender Loving Hudband 
doth with his Wife in the "like caſe: 
he 1s very conſtant in his Conjugal love 
and kindoe'(s-ro us, unto the end, Jobs 
13.1. Jer. 31.3. 

?, God hateth putting away, A4fal. 
2,15. between Man and Wife, and 
Chriſthates divorce between himſelf and 
his Spouſe. 

3. He is very Tenacious or retentrve 
of rhe firſt love or kindneſs of our ſouls 
to him at our Converfion 4 he cannot 
foryer the love of oureſpouſals, and the 
kindneſs of our youth. As he could not 
forget Jjracls of old, fer. 2. 2. which 
they expreſied in their willing comply- 
ng, obcying and following tim in the 
Wildernefs.an uncultured Deſart, when 
newly come forth of &xypt out of their 
bondage 4 ſhould not we remember 
Chriſts love 'to fouls then , his hf 
love * which 1s moſt- dear , entire and 
(tfeng * Whileſt this Grit love berween 
Chritt 2nd 'vs rs reme mbred . oar fouts 
ſhall not be forgo:r. nm. Let us avoid rhe 
Guilt of Chriits Exception gainft the 
Church 


ww ah. 
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of *tns Promiſes, which are- Yea and 
Amen in Chriſt 5 and ſtand frm to be 
fulfilled cvente deſerted, folitary fouls, 
in this particular; of tcllowihip with 
hi, as in any other thing 3 as thoſe thas 
are made to the 


1. Defires, y 
» Prayers, Co his people. 
3. Expectations, 


1. To their defires, He will fulfill the 
defore of them that fear bim, Pſalm 145-19. 
He farfieth the defire of every living 
thing, ver. 16. much more of his Spoutle, 
Children , Servants, Pſalm 107. 9. He 
will not quench the ſmoaking flax, nor 
DIS bruiſed Reed 5 that is, our de- 

er him to -enjoy him, though 
weak, it fincere, He Jeals not with us 
as vain perſons that cntangle the afte- 
Gions of filly Women , and then leave 
them : but he ſtirs up longing defires in 
us towards him, tothe end he may fati(- 
he them. 

2, To their Prayers, Matth. 7. 7, ©. 
Aa 4 Ark 


k and ye ſhall bave,&cc. Chap. 


, Jt ſhall receive : and to their ſeek- 
him we mp them, 2 Cirow. 


2- and coming $0 him 6. 23. 
tt _—_— to we, pe oye Sf 
caſt owt : and to their opening to®him, 
Rev, 2. 20. 
3+ wn their ym ,which _ = 
= for ever, t ma 
Eered long , Þjal. Ry _ 23. band 

to their wh waiting on him, and phat 

or tarrying his leiſure, Ia, 20. 18, 

ſed are all they that wait for $—— be will 


| Lan. ek 4 hearts , Pſalm 27. I4- Iſa. 


40. 21. 
os add ſome promiſes of Gods returns 
aller dipcerancs, Ac. 7.19, He will turn 
again be will have compaiſion upon ar, Kee. of 
manifeſtations after occultations, Ila. $4. 
7, 8. For «4 ſmall moment have 1 
thee , but with great mercies will I gather 
thee: In alittle wrath 1 bid my 
thee for a moment, but with ever ; 
meſs will 1 beve mercy on hee > ad the 
Lord thy Reweemer. Ol viſits after 
eltrangements, John 16. 22. But I will 
fee you again, and your beart ſhall rejoyee,oe. 
Ot nouw-rejetion or non-derelichon , 
Lament. 


1 whatſoever ye ſhall ach, in prayer, be. 


SLA =» 
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'$+31, 32. Heb. 13.5. He bath 
1 will never leave thee nor forſaks 
all which Promiſes there ſhall 
a to us, if wecloſe with 
them by faith. 

For Chriſt is the Awes, the truc and Ker.s. 14 
faithful wicne(s, therefore he will verific 
to a tittle what he bath promiſed, and 
perform tothe utmoſt what be hath un- 
en, and make full proof of every 
elation he ſtands in to his Church. 

No Chriſtian ſhall have cauſe to tax 
Chriſt _— unkindoe = ,— unfaithfulne, 
in aot diſcharg} ruſt repoſed in 
him. But ay ns and fruitzons of 
this Myſtical Marriage between Chriſt 
and the foul, arc for an appointed time 3 
"4 they tarry, wait for them, 

2 


« 2..3+ 
The longer Chriſt defers to come un- 

to-us, and to fatishe us, he will pay uſe 

for forbearance. 

* 4. Let usfill our mouths with Argu- 


1. Argument : It is aot preſumption but 
obedience in us to defire 1t, and purſue 


it; coahdering, 
I, Thet 


* cis & 4 a & X 


1. That God the Father hath» called ds 
unto it ( as I ſhewed before )*ro ſrek it 
and enjoy itz; and God who calleth w 
is faithful, who alſo will do it, 1 Theſ. 
5. 24. that is, fee it done effcttuallyz 
and not only begun, but continued even 
to the end. And conſidering, 

2. That Chriſt calls us © oft unto him: 
Now Chriſt calls of us 6 come unto 
ham, are calls ro communion with him. 

We may fay to our fouls in this caſe, 
as the Diſciples did to Bartimens the Blind 
Man in Mark 10. 49- Genre 
riſe ( go to Chriſt ) be calleth thee 1, and we 
_ gs Mary did, who as foon as 
ſhe heard that Chriſt her Maſter was 
come, and called tor her, ſhe aroſe quick- 
ly, and came uno him, Jobs 11. 28, 

To come unto Chriſt ro have Commu- 
mon with him, is to do but what we are 
commanded, and what 1s our : and 
this we may do boldly, che and 
cantidently 3 Chriſt complains when mA 
will not come unto him, Jabs 5. 40. 

3. : Is not the Lord our 
4 ts ry rm tusband ; 
and hath in this regard ſaid unto us, Fear 
not, ye ſhall not be aſhamed, 1ſa.54-4,5- 
Will he not hve and dwell as ao Hub 


q . 
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Jband' withus > May nor Chriſt call us, 
in his withdrawipgs or hidings of himfelf 'fs. 54. 6. 


from 4s, as a Woman forlaken ( by her 
Hutband ) and grieved in Spirit ( upon 
that account ) and will he not reunite us 
again unto himſelf, as a man his wife, that 
he had left for a'time? And make us a 
Wite of yourh, that is, 'as dear to him 
'n, a a young Wite to her Husband ; 
ill the Lord caſt off his Church or avy 
poor foul , that is, his companion and 
the Wite of his Covenant, whereot God 
the Father is a witneſs, as of that be- 
eween Husband and Wiſe ? Afal. 2.14. 
Did he not betroth us unto himſelf for 
ever , in loving kindneſs, and fairhful- 
neſs, be. Hef. 2. 19,20. how then can 
he break his Covenant with us, or for- 
ſakeus utterly ? 
2. Ar : Is not Chriſts defire to- 
wards us, and his dclight wn us, even ro 
have fellowſhip with us ? 


1. His defire cowards us , his —_ 
defire. It was laid as a Curſe uv Canc.5.46. 


Woman , that her defire be to 
ler Husband, Ges. 3. 16.' But its a bleſ- 
fing to the Spouſe, and to evety foul 
voto Chriſt, char her heavenly 
Hudbands 'defire is to his Wife 3 ro fee 
her 


"— — ww 


becauſe ſweet is her Voice , and + 
Connrenance is comely, Cant. 2. 14. and 
he knocketh . tro come in and ſup wi 

her, andſhe with him, Kev. 20. 20. 


Noth not the carneſtneſs of Chriſts de- 


fire rowards us to enjoy us wholly and 
peculiarly to himſelf, appear by the whole 
{cope of this G__ Songs ? Should not 
our defires then be towards Chriſt to 
have communion with him, and will not 
Chriſt atisfhe them fully ? 

2. {s not Chriſts delight io us ? for he 
ſaith to his Spouſe, How fair and how 
pleaſant art thou, O Love, for delights ? 
Cant. 7. 6. or indelights 2 One ſaith, it is 
an alufion tothe Marriage-beT, which is 
ce delhi of the Bridegroom and 
Bride 3; 1 his Marriage-bed is ( as be con- 
ceives ) the publick Worſhip of God in 
the Congregation of the Church ; this is 
the bed of Love, where Chriſt embraceth 
the ſouls of his people, and caſteth into 
their hearts the immortal feeds of his 
Word and Spirit, Gel. 4. 19, and the 
Church conceiverh and bringeth forth 
fruits unto Chriſt. 


4in/vath. Some think this to be the Reaſon why 


the King ( Jeſus) is held in the Galle, 
\ ries , 


her countenance, and to hear hee voice, 


ET 


le- 
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$ over us, as the Bri 


Comtttunien with Chrift.. 
ties, in the former Verſe, (Cant. 7.5.) 
becauſe he was delighted, and as it were 
raviſhed with her heavenly gr Cans. 
4 9, 10- ( as Kings are held 1n their Gal- 
lerics of pleaſure ) that he cannot de- 
part wholly from her. 

Hath not Chriſt promiſed to rejoyce 
room doth over 
the Bride, Iſa. 62. 5- t is, totake as 
much pleafure and delight in us, and in 
fellowſhip with us, as fuch are wont to 
take, the one inthe other? and will he 
not cauſe our ſouls to rejoyce in him, 
md in communion with him, by his 
Manifeſtations, Communications and 
Confulations diſpenſed ro us therein? - 

4- Argument : Doth not the Lord bid 
usreturn, ( as'hedid 1/acl of old) after 
we | have backllidden 'and gone aſtray 
from him , and carried ill towards him, 
upon this account, becauſe he 1s mar- 

to us," Jer. 31. 1,4, 5, 14. Which 
allures us that he will receive us unto fa- 
vour.and fellowſhip again. May wenort 
retort this, or plead the fame for our 
ſelves before the Lord, wilt not thou re- 
turn fo us one thou haſt gone away 
and tarried long from us ) berauſe weare 


tmarricd to thee ? 


Hath 


| Hof, 12. 4. 


not to forſake us, ſo: long as we.do nat 
forſake him 2? 2 Chroz., 15. 2. May we 
not f{ay, behold Lord, is it. not the ear- 
neſt deſire, care, reſolution. and inde 


vour -.of ,our., ſouls to keep cloſe: to} 


Chriſt ? to purſue after thee and wait 
for 'thee ?. and;to carry Wife-like, Jo- 
vingly, :loyally and faithfully towards 
thee, evenin thy:abſence-from/ us.? and 
wilt:thoulcave;us and-forſake us, when 
we. do not, grdelire not toleave thee ? 
$5, Argument: Put Chriſt-.10, remem- 
brance of our many Prayers, Tears, Sighs, 
Groans, wherewith' we have lamented 
after 'him, 'fought - him {orrowing, and 
wreſtled hard with yu (ſome of us many 
years ) for his gracious returns to .us, 


with the Aogel for a bleſing. i 
\,\May we .not ſay with Hezekgab, 0 
Lozd;, remember now how- we haye 


| walked before: thee- in truth, in purfſy- / | 
> King.10. ng after thee. and waiting for thee, | - 
5" and: how we have wept ſomerumes with, a 


great weeping, to enjoy thee. (iy 


La 45.19. | Didſt thou ever ſay to-thy ſervants, | 


ſeek ye me in vain ? Dot thou ſet then 


on 


' What to do toget. "FY 
Hath not the Lord, promiſed” tolbe 
with us, while we are with him,-and 


ar cammunion with him, as Jacob. did” 


Oats p24 1c a bB SH aa ats. W 
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ons longing after thee, to diſappointtheir 
expeQations:? wilt thou | be unto them 
as 'waters that fail? .which-are dryed up 

in the heat of Summer, when men have 

moſt need: of them, as Job's friends were 

to him, Jeb'6..15. 1 

''! Put! him in mind frequently of his 
romiles,., which ingage him to renew 

bi fellowſhip with-us. -|$2y with David, Pſal.119. © 
Remember thy Word unto thy ſerygnt ' * | 
upon: which: : thou haſt; cauſed me to | 
ruſt, BL © 223d | | 

| God-permits us (yea bids us) put him 


Jer.15.18. 


m- inremembrance:: he gives us liberty- to Ifa. 43.26. , 
hs, ead our 0wn cauſe with him ; andif we . 


ed < anything to fay for our ſelves ( as 
nd } in this caſe of having communion with 
as, | :1 15 Lex us recolleft former: experience 
1 Cboth-our own and others ) of Chriſts 
* yore nets On _ 7 
7:4; Oar own, Experiences, That! h 
as Chriſt bark! for. a (ſeaſon gone x 
b- | from us and++s: not agh to us as:for- 
EC, -mexly, but hid-bis face,/:and to our fenſe 
a | Jeit ounfouk defojateior deſtitute ofthe 
| . guickning, refreſhing! ahfluences 'of/ his 
s, | preſence, mand we have walked in darkneſs 
| and {cen ing Jight, .yet be hath returned 


again 


Hhattodetoger > © 


ſhines. 

Now what Chriſt hath done, he wilt 
do tous. Chriſt is and will be the ſame 
for ever, that ever he was: Let us call 
to remembrance _ {{ *( which God 

ve us formerly ) in the night, as the 
Pot it did, 5:6 bo '6. and the loving 
+. roar] he conimanded. and. communi- 
cated to us in the day time, Pſal. 428 
and remember Chriſts love ( which we 
have formerly taſted) moreithan Wine, 
as the ſpouſe did, Cart: 1. 4. Former ex- 


t deſcrtions. 
2. Letus canlult and conbdet the ex» 
periences of Gods with others 


in this caſe : as with , Who went 
mourning without the Bun, chap. 30+ 29. 
but afterwards this Sun a in ſome 
cloud to him, and his eye ſaw God, that 
18, a Viſible demonſtratiqn of his pre- 
ſence, or a Glory, and revel» 
tion of himſclf, and his will | cowards him, 


And with David; from whom 'God 
Ins face, and be was troubled, but 
_ 


again to us, and. viſited our ſouls wich 
gracious manifeſtations, and communi-- 
cations of himfelf to us, with finiles and 


per iences are refreſhing cordials in pre: 


chap. 42. 5,6. this was a (pecial fav % | 


—_ 
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nie Tir er ar his wy on 3 whith 


: ode the Crofs to cry; olit, 
Gvd, Wy haſt thou forfa- 
F God of ater his YeſUFreBion' he 


rE yd him"vp ihto "Glory', 1 Tit. 


5, 
ke * Chrift cattyed it towards his 

| though ſhe Gpened to her be- 
7 we ſomerimes withdrew hithſelf 
iid wid gone, and ſhe ol hin! but 
fid_him not; Cant. 3. 1, 2. blt after* 


rds ſhe found him, bet, het foul To- 
and held him and would not let him 


4. ſomerini6s Chriſt leads her 
| ps 46G a dry and thirſty land, 

& 8. ; and ſometimes he 
er into his chambers, Cant. 1. 4. 


ni tiis Diſciples from whont 
he Kent away, 'and they therefore had 
ſortow for 4 hittle While, but afterwards 
' {te them again, atd .their hearts 
Syced, ec, Job. 16.16, 20, 22. 
f theſe precious ſervants of God ex- 
B 


perienced 


pbk 


© fveit drops of blopd i 


Cant. 4. 6, 


prune neg 


jenced ſometimes ſuch iat 
ers communion with God and/Chriir, ;* 
= DE OO 
them, a es of their 
Chriſt bimſel Mic the like futon 
Father ) Ret hae or. 
whatmwa int 
.6. "96 (buy) 0.2298 how comfort 
joyfull, ſweet and welcome will Chr 
of hifelowſhip with _ 
of his fellowſhip with.us, 
ings and hidings or ym of hingſalf , 
- from us, eveo- as light after darkneſs; 
as the riſing of the Sun is to al Hying, 
creatures. Eh > 
As the Morning is after ITS; fad, 
weary Night, to them that haye, v7 
watch or layn 1n pain. 4 | 
As Rain and Dew areafter Dr6 
As a calm is after aſtorm yk Lats 
SEA, | 
Or as clear ſhining after rain 3 of. as 
fair weather after foul ; as the coming 
of the Brjdegroom, or the return of a 
" Hufband, a Wile, a Son, or dear Friend, 
that hath been long abſent or fax, diſtant, 
as from a long journey, or out a're- - 
mote Countrey : or asthe faceofafricnd, : 
whom we haye not ſeen of a [os + ma 
ow 


my 
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ng of 74943" as the coming of a Phyſi- 
#1 with healing Medicines and Cordi- 
alot a fick' Patient; 'fo is Chriſts com- 
infos ſoul that "is fick' of Gn in -it ſelf, 
of Af; brick of love eo Chriſt. 
"293; oy full as'life om the dead, or the 
receivieg-of ſome related to us, whom 
"——Y had ' been _ as Jacob 
pb, Geng 5. 2 the 
Father G)4 ot Sony Daks 1 5. 24. 
as liberty from 
$ hex afar Cuuntrey. 
we F m__— is a reviving,” and 'js' 
ming to a {oul dead- 


if Fes Wn Rnd 4A inlrgingto: 'Y 


ir 7 or imprifanecd ſoul. 
ig arg ver) tis all ehiefe valeedbo- 
AR Whichſboult” inGurage av to: frek 


afftfevpett! dinlythe performance here+ 
.of from him, but with an 'Fye 10 the con+ 


endeavour to walk wp 
the 'Sanof Aegan ſhall-ariſe unto © 
us'Y ing under tirs- wings, but 
would 4 F foi fear oy Name, Mal. 


Bur 11 


GOnumm Bb2 That 


raint_ or bondage. + 


that Got wilp be a Surr-ro us and! - 
| wh en but darkneſs; but we muſt. 
that Chritt 7 84. ' 


H6w-was Pant" refreſhed ikea. » Cor.1.d | 


Hof. 6. 3. 


| Pſz-143-6. 


Rev. 3 20- 


Tſa.45 1%- 
Cant, 1 4- 
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& to aces OSD 
That dis going. forth 
the Morwing, Hop. 6, 3: Wh eo = 
as ny TJ Crone, us," as the day 
to GaWnp, Ort 15 4& 
but-we, muſt follow: op to how, 
&c. and; wait For. bin, more than __ 
that. Wd: far - the marnng , 4 
130-' 6. 

[That be will come unto. us 25 the zaiv, 
25 the former and latter rain unto ithe_ | 
Earth 5 but. our Souls. muſt #hirſt, her. 
bim as athirity Land... 

And he will be as the þ ut unto tieeb, 
Hiſf 14. 5- but 1fras/ muſt, returns watobe 
Lord... 1, and -takei-wigh them; words, 
Oe,.V«Ae, and fay, 4byn. ſball not fave. 
us, Ge. v.3, . 

.. That | ri will come into us, and will 
ſup with us, and we with him z byt we 
muſt open the door of Qu; hearts 80 Ni, 
when he knocketh. 

That Chriſt, the King of Saints, .l 
bring us notonly tatq; the Kiogs P 
but mto bjayp e-chambers, the 
cer, ſafe an 1et.r arms of = 
wherein the hidden Fr hs men 
Mannah comforts, ape goplkerieg of 
ate tevcated and diſpenled 3 
tual intimacy and Kindneſs, or retired 
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following Miſtakes, and bis pardon of any others, cig 
cially of the frequent miſ-pointings. q 
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